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China is a unitied multinational socialist country.
The Korean is one of the largest minority nationalities.
Since the mid 19th century, a great number of

Korean people immigrated into the Northeast frontier of

China because of famine, feudal despotism and the in—

vasion by Japanese imperialists. They worked industri—
ously on this fertile land and settled there generation
after generation. Later they developed into one of the
minority nationalities of China.

As a minority nationality, Korean nationality still
preserves its unique national characteristics with regard
to its language, territoriality, economic life, and tem—
perament which is reflected upon its culture.

At present, Korean population stands at two million
with more than 97% settling in Jilin, Liaoning and
Heilongjiang, especially in Jilin Province. There are some
820,000 Koreans, or over 40% of the Korean population
of China living in Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefec—
ture which lies in the Southeast of Jilin Province and
borders with D. P. R. Korea and Russia. Others live
scatteringly in Inner Mongolia, Beijing, Hebei, Shandong,
Tianjin, Hubei, Henan, Shanxi and Shanghai. Since the
People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, the

policy of regional autonomy of minority nationalities

was put into practice where Korean nationality live in
compact communities. Yanbian Korean Autonomous Pre—
fecture was founded on September 3, 1952, and Changbai
Korean Autonomous County on September 15, 1958.
There are also 47 korean autonomous villages in Jilin,
Heilongjiang, Liaoning, Inner Mongoia where Korean
nationality live densely.

In the past, Korean nationality was enslaved and
oppressed by the feudal classes and the Japanese
imperialists. However, Koreans resisted _against violent
racial intimidation with unyielding spirit either in the
Anti—Japanese Movement in the name of nationalism, or
in the Anti—Japanese War led by the Chinese Commu—
nist Party. The struggling history of‘ Korean nationality
is often described as “all the hills with azaleas, and
villages with martyrs’ monuments.”

The economic life of the Korean nationality has
undergone a great change. In the past, Korean nation-
ality was at home in rice-growing, by which they
made an unparalleled contribution to the exploration of
the Northeast frontier of China. By now, Korean na-
tionality has abandoned the old economic mode in which
agriculture topped the other industries, and begun to

give scope to the secondary and tertiary industries.



Korean nationality attached great importance to the
national education. As an old Korean saying goes, children’
s education is worth more than the oxen in yoke as
oxen were the most important families’ assets. Now the
elementary education of Korean nationality has been
popularized very early with a protrudingly higher level
than that of other nationalities of China. In the 3
provinces of Northeast China, there are over 700 korean
elementary schools and more than 200 korean middle
schools which use korean langugae both in classes and
in the textbooks. As for the higher education, Yanbian
University, which is situated in the Yanbian Korean
Autonomous Prefecture, consists of the Teachers’ College,
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Medical College,
College of Materia Medica, College of Agriculture,
Polytechnical College, Arts Institute, and College of Adult
Education. Korean nationality has also set up the na-
tional textbook publishing house and national education
research institutes which publish the periodicals con—
cerning national education. As a result of the advanced
national education system, an elite of outstanding pro—
fessionals have come into the fore and exerted their
talents in the military service, political field, economic

management, scientific research and education.

Korean nationality has an exquisite and unique
national culture which came into being by inheriting
the rich national cultural legacy and absorbing the cream
of other nationalities’ cultures. They have shown great
proficiency in singing and dancing. There are various
national art troupes such as the song & dance ensemble,
modern drama troupe, ballad singers’ troupe aided by
the governments at all levels. They have also developed
its own cultural undertakings of broadcasting, television,
journalism and publishing with the media of Korean
language.

Korean nationality has the noble morality and good
traditional customs, such as diligence, bravery, simplicity,
hospitality, respecting the older and loving the younger,
helping each other, and are known as the “nation in
white.”

For more than one century, Korean nationality has
built up a profound friendship with other nationalities
of China. Being one member of the Chinese family,
Korean nationality has been devoting themselves into

constructing the motherland for the better and the stronger.
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Chairman Mao gave an interview to Li Mingshu,
national model farmer, in 1959.
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Premier Zhou inspected Yanbian Korean
Autonomous Prefecture in 1962,
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Deng Xiaoping and the Korean nationality in
Heilongjiang Province.
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President Jiang Zemin and General Zhao Nanqi
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Since the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, Korean nationality of China enjoys full
rights of equality and autonomy, and has established one autonomous prefecture, one autonomous county
and forty—six autonomous villages. Korean nationality has trained large numbers of cadres and experts

of their own, and maintains intimate relations with other nationalities of China




