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Preface

Keeping history and culture alive and witnessing the historical development of mankind, historical and
cultural heritages embody cultural emotion, group recognition among mankind, characteristics of the
times, and are non-renewable and irreplaceable. The value system, spirituality, ideals and faith, moral
principles, mode of thinking and cultural tradition unique in a place can be vividly represented in cultural
heritages.

As a nationally famous historical and cultural city and home to rich cultural heritages, Ningbo City has
always been closely followed and highly praised by the people. Walking around the streets and lanes in
the city, people often stop and savor the unique layout, form and technique of the cultural relics still stand-
ing through the years, and learn about the history and stories so as to better know the city in general or
specific location therein. Yet it is saddening to see old buildings torn down, well-preserved historical street
blocks destroyed and folk culture dying out, and historical buildings failing to get timely repairs in recent
years. Historical and cultural heritages will be lost forever if demolished, unlike tall, reinforced concrete
buildings which can be constructed any time anywhere in any city. Losing great treasures of historical
value, poorly restored or rebuilt relics are only fake structures.

Given this, how to preserve and make good use of historical and cultural heritages in Ningbo City is a
problem to be faced and overcome in urban construction, and the inescapable historical mission for city
decision-makers, constructors and conservators. To this end, numerous foresighted professionals engaged
in architecture, art, relic preservation and others have been publicizing historical preservation and offered
technical support. Memory of the Old Home in Sketches - Relics in Old Ningbo is also part of these efforts.

Based on typical historical and cultural landmarks, archeological sites, stone steles and inscriptions, his-
toric street blocks and folk culture in Ningbo City, Memory of the Old Home in Sketches - Relics in Old
Ningbo is an album illustrated with paintings and descriptions. Its purpose is to deepen people’s under-
standing of historical and cultural heritages and evoke memories of the history of the city so that more
people will be involved in historic preservation. Displaying over one hundred cultural heritages in Ningbo
City with pen drawings, this highly readable Chinese-English book uniquely presents true historical fea-
tures, unmatched by other publications.



This book is written by two professionals from the Ningbo Relic Preservation Management Section.
Studying paintings since childhood and graduating from China Academy of Art, Jin Hao is master of
smoothly-structured, real, well-spaced and ingenious drawings. Folk houses or temples, ancient buildings
or modern buildings depicted by him are endowed with infinite vitality. As a Master in Landscape Design
and Theories of Traditional Chinese Architecture, Wang Lin creates professional, simple and vivid de-
scriptions of Ningbo architecture. Squeezing time out of their busy life and giving full play to their respec-
tive talents, they have created these drawings full of history and given us valuable memories.

The historical and cultural heritages of Ningbo City are not only important resources to improve the soft
power of urban culture, but also key carriers of the memories of the local people. Many historical and
cultural heritages in the city are yet to be systematically organized, studied and assessed, but many have
been demolished. We must stop this. On the occasion of the third national archaeological survey, we shall
scrupulously record these historical and cultural heritages. From this view, this album is a well-illustrated
file for reference as well as a book to read, appreciate and learn from.

The above then, is our preface.

Chen Jiagiang
(The Director of Ningbo Municipal Bureau of Culture, Radio, TV, Flim, Press and Publication)
May 2013
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Foreword

Starting from the spring of 2011, we trekked through over one hundred historical sites, street blocks and
villages in Ningbo City, experiencing local folk customs in our spare time. The valuable relics we found
have been uniquely recorded as pen drawings and made into Relics in Old Ningbo. Such historical and cul-
tural treasures left by Ningbo ancestors over thousands of years as historical and cultural landmarks, ar-
cheological sites, stone steles and inscriptions, historic streets and folk customs are presented in this book.

Always striking visitors first as an economically-developed financial metropolis, Ningbo City is also a
culture-endowed city of a long history and rich historical and cultural relics, and rated as one of the second
group of national famous historic and cultural cities by the State Council. As of April 2013, Ningbo has 31
national key cultural relics, 59 provincial cultural relics, and 1480 county-level cultural relics under pro-
tection. The unique folk culture in Ningbo City has further made it home to multiple municipal, provincial
and national intangible cultural heritages.

At its inception, Mr. Zhou Ding from the Academy Press suggested systematically categorizing the sites
to form a framework, which has been greatly helpful to our writing and sketching. After repeated adjust-
ments, the book is categorized into five chapters: Historical and Cultural Landmarks, Historical Sites and
Stone Inscriptions, Historic City Blocks, Famous Villages and Towns, and Folk Culture.

As the first and most elaborated chapter of the book, Historical and Cultural Landmarks incorporates
buildings of different purposes, including religious structures, mansions, folk houses, halls, ancestral tem-
ples, archways, ancient bridges, batteries, city walls, and water conservancy and transportation facilities.
The historical and cultural landmarks are presented first because they are the most numerous among im-
movable cultural relics and the most closely related to the life of the people and best evoke memories. The
second chapter, Historical Sites and Stone Inscriptions, features typical archeological sites, inscriptions on
precipices and stone inscriptions in Ningbo City and conveys the historical information contained. Among
them are Hemudu Site, Shanglinhu Yue Kiln Site, Yongfeng Warehouse Site, Chikan Youxian Stockade
Village Site, Hua’ao Military Camps Site, Donggianhu Carved Stone Complex, Inscriptions on Precipices



of Lord Hu Cliff, and Mount Dapeng Inscriptions on Precipices. The third chapter, Historic City Blocks,
presents the historical outlook of Ningbo ancient streets with portions of six historical and cultural street
blocks, so that we can reach out to the community and increase our awareness of preservation. Famous
Villages and Towns, the fourth chapter, mainly introduces famous historical and cultural villages and
beautiful landscapes. The last chapter, Folk Culture, shows characteristic folk customs in Ningbo City
through opera, dance, local cuisine and traditional handicraft. Its purpose is to help people understand the
folk culture and better preserve and keep the almost-lost traditional culture alive.

Finally, we would like to extend our deep appreciation to Mr. Zhou Ding from the Academy Press for the
opportunity to write this book and present the historical relics and characteristic culture of Ningbo City
in our own particular way. Our thanks are also extended to Director Chen Jiagiang of the Department of
Culture, Radio, Film, TV, Press and Publication of Ningbo City for taking time to write the preface of this
book.

JinHao  Wang Lin
May 2013
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