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Pre-Reading Questions

1. What is a hero like in your mind?
2. What kind of life do you admire most?

- s
: o
W
F § &0 i
e

@ His ocean-blue eyes, pale white skin, and a head of light +

brown hair, can deceive you. You’re certain when you look at
him that you are watching a white man. But after just a few

sentences, his accent is hard to miss.

® Bruno Sandoval came to this country from Mexico almost =

50 years ago. He was a strong 18-year-old boy, aiming for some-
thing as great as his six-foot-tall frame. The United States
offered that. Hard work did not frighten him, so he took a job in
Texas driving a tractor for 50 cents an hour. He returned home
to finish his schooling, then came back in 1962, this time to
Chicago, where he worked for a dollar an hour in a warehouse.
Then for $1.25 an hour in an auto-parts factory. Then $1.50 an
hour storing Christmas decorations in a warehouse, $1.75 an

hour as a welder for General Motors and $2 an hour as a punch-

For Big Bruno, a Man We Can Look Up To
By Elizabeth Sandoval

deceive [dr'sizvl v, Bk

accent /'gksant/ n, @&

frame /frerm/ n. 4 4%
tractor /'trackta/ n. HoFAL
schooling /'sku:lg/ n. FREF

warehouse /'weshaus/ n. 4 &

| auto-part p, % & R4

decoration / deka'rerfan/ n, F A
welder fwelda/ n. L

General Motors % Bl A% 3)
punch-press n. # &

Student’s Book 4
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operalor /'pparerta/ n, #&4F T

General Electric % B i & &8

continuously /ken'tinjussly/ adv.
B

illustrate /'tlostrert/ v. #E#

pay offl ##3| @4k

ultimately /'altimatly adv. 5%

talent /'teelont/ n. 7 &

rail /rerl/ n. $3

mechanic /mr'kenik/ n. P L, 3 T

neighborhood /'netbshud/ n. 4% 2.

apartment /o'pa:tmont/ n, 2%

climate /'klarmit/ n. 4%

Amtrak /'emtrek/ % B4k 3)

cash /kef/ n, Az

mortgage /'mo:gidg/ n. AT K

payment /'permant/ n. A+ ( 6937
54 )

retired /rr'tatod/ adj. B4k 49

complain /kam'plem/ v. &%

alarm clock 4

mow /mov/ v. ¥ (3)

lawn /lo:n/ n. 33

stature /'stztfa/ n. §#

insult /'msalt/ n. 455

criticism /'kritisizam/ n, $E3F

vocabulary /va'kabjulert/ n. #iC
(%)

Spanish /'spanif/ n. B3 T &

former /'fo:mal adj. AT 4

treasure /'tre3o/ n. TR A

role model AEHE
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press operator for General Electric. His life continuously illustrated
that hard work pays off.

© Ultimately, he put his talents to work in the rail yards as a
mechanic for Chicago and several other cities. He met my
mother, Carmen, at a neighborhood dance and they married in
1967, when she was 20 and he was 27. A year later, daughter
Marie arrived. Five years later, I was born. By then my dad
owned a three-flat apartment building in the city. When he sold
it in 1976 to move us to California (the warm climate attracted
him) for a job with Amtrak, he was able to pay cash for our new
house. Bruno would never know a mortgage payment.

0 My dad is retired now. But what I remember most about his
working days is that he never complained about his job. He was up at
five every morning without an alarm clock, and back at three or four
in the afternoon to mow the lawn, chat with neighbors and watch TV.
s ] My dad may be strong in stature, but he has always had a
gentle spirit. The neighborhood kids used to line up so he could
lift them one at a time into the air with one arm. He was known
as Big Bruno, and he remains the most patient man I have ever
known. He is slow to get angry and has a heart of gold. You
seldom hear insults or criticisms from his mouth. He may not
have a very rich vocabulary (his native Spanish will always be
more familiar to him), but that has not stopped him from mak-
ing a lot of friends throughout the years. Phone call after phone
call comes from former co-workers or neighbors. My normally
quiet father chats and laughs loudly, and I imagine that they are
doing the same. These men have found a treasure in my father.
A role model and a true friend.

0 They say that actions speak louder than words, and the
kind of life that my father has lived has influenced me more

than any lecture he could have given. I do not remember a time



when he sat me on his lap and taught me a life lesson, but spend-
ing even an hour with him leaves me with the feeling that he is
a man who understands his role in the world. He defines that
role as being someone who does good, loves everyone and
doesn’t expect anything in return.
@ At times his character has confused me. How could life’s
ups and downs not cause Big Bruno to raise his voice or get his
feathers ruffled? Shouldn’t a man of such physical power act
gruff? About the degree of his gruffness toward me was when
we’d go to the beach and he’d put me on his shoulders and run
straight into the ocean — as I screamed all the way. I didn’t like
the deep, scary water. He never seemed to fear it.
© My brother, who was born in 1980, is now the spitting
image of my father. He’s also named Bruno, and at six feet seven
inches tall, he, too, is a gentle giant. In church on a recent Sunday,
as the pastor spoke about “running the good race” and living a
life that would please God, my brother turned to me in tears.
Our dad had completed a 26-mile bike ride that morning (he’s
in better shape at 64 than many 24-year-olds). My brother said,
“Liz, that’s Dad. He’s finishing the good race.”
0 Baseball players like Sammy Sosa can earn more in one
game than my father did in any given year of his life. I compare
the toiling and sacrifice of Sosa and Sandoval and, well, there is
no comparison. I look around at those we call heroes, and I
believe that the title is handed out too freely. Athletes and sing-
ers and movie stars can provide inspiration, but the title “hero”
should be reserved for a man like my father, who shows us what
it means to work tirelessly for his loved ones. That is a life to be
admired. That is a hero. So here is a thank-you to all the Bruno
Sandovals of the world. Happy Father’s Day.

(861 words)

lapNlzep/ m. ( ABH ) KAEAT3R

define /di'fam/ v. £

character /'keerakta/ n. AN

confuse /kan'fju:z/ v. 4+~ B %

ups and downs AT
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(5 £ NOTES {

1. Bruno would never know a mortgage payment. (Para. 3): #-&i# £ 4 64452 —
KAT K, WK $ BATRHELIAT I 3k W EE

2. I imagine that they are doing the same (Para. 5): &8, &35 % — a5 L F AW

3. there is no comparison (Para. 9): %5 & i Z FIARA B A A6, L FA

T & % 64F FFadsit

O
O
O
O MAERARN—RARRE— A, R, LR
O
N0

1. be certain that: to be sure that

You’re certain when you look at him that you are watching a white man.
I’m almost certain that he will succeed.
2. pay off: to yield good results
His life continuously illustrated that hard work pays off.
Ultimately his honesty paid off.
3. line up: to arrange in a row
The neighborhood kids used to line up so he could lift them one at a time into the air with one arm.
Please line up here and you’ll be served soon.
4. get sh.’s feathers ruffled: to upset or annoy somebody
How could life’s ups and downs not cause Big Bruno to raise his voice or get his feathers ruffled?
His sharp words got his friend’s feathers ruffled.
5. reserve for: to keep (something) for a particular purpose
Athletes and singers and movie stars can provide inspiration, but the title “hero” should be reserved
for a man like my father, who shows us what it means to work tirelessly for his loved ones.
I reserved these hours for tidying my desk.

| exercises

I. Reading for information
A. Reading to find main ideas
1. Many of Bruno’s friends regard him as their role model because

A. he never complains about anything and seldom criticizes other people
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B. he is a man who does good, loves everyone and doesn’t expect anything in return
C. he is strong in stature, but gentle in spirit
D. he is patient, never losing temper and has a heart of gold
2. What kind of man, according to the author, deserves the title “hero”?
A. Athletes like Sammy Sosa who earns a lot of money.
B. Famous singers and movie stars who can provide inspiration.
C. Religious people like pastors who live a life that would please God.
D. Common people like Bruno who show us what it means to work tirelessly for their loved ones.

B. Reading to find major details
3. Which of the following sentences is correct?
A. The first time Bruno came to the U.S., he stayed in Texas, but after working as a tractor driver for
several years, he moved to Chicago, and then to California after he got married.
B. Bruno used to be a tractor driver, a welder, a punch-press operator, and a mechanic, but now he
is retired.
C. Bruno first came to the U.S. when he was 18 years old, then he went back to Mexico in 1962, but
returned to the U.S. again in 1976.
D. Bruno came to the U.S. from Mexico 50 years ago and never went back there again.
4. What does Bruno do in his spare time?
A. He likes to play with children, read newspapers, and chat with neighbors.
B. He spends most of his spare time working in the garden, mowing the lawn,
C. He often watches TV, plays with children and chats with neighbors and friends.
D. He prefers to go out with his co-workers and friends in his spare time.

C. Reading to find relevant facts
5.Bruno has got .
A. blue eyes, fair skin, light brown hair, and he is six feet tall
B. brown eyes, fair skin, dark hair, and he is six feet seven inches tall
C. brown eyes, pale white skin, dark hair, and he is six feet tall
D. blue eyes, darkish skin, light brown hair, and he is six feet seven inches tall
6. Bruno has '
A. one daughter and two sons
B. two daughters and two sons
C. two daughters and one son
D. one daughter and one son
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