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Foreword

| can still recall my first meeting as a new resident of the 4th floor of the Unit 2
dormitories. The Residential Advisor welcomed us and told us that most people didn'’t
realize that the majority of what you learned in college was learned outside of the
classroom.

At first | thought this was strange given that I'd already reviewed my class syllabi and
purchased a mountain of textbooks. However, looking back, | think this was sage advice
and remember with fondness that my time at UC Berkeley did include hours (or was it
days?) with my head buried in books and callouses on my fingers from note-taking and
exams, but it also included gaining an entirely different perspective about myself and
the world around me. | was glad that someone had told me to have some reasonable
expectations about this because it allowed me to be open to many of the new experiences
| was presented with as a student at such a large and diverse campus. UC Berkeley is truly

a unigue place and probably unlike anywhere else in the word.

| was excited when | was contacted for an interview for this book because | wished
that such a book had been available to me when | started college. An entire book that
provided information about everything from the application experience, to student life and
involvement would have been a wonderful resource to have had before beginning college.
When | had the chance to meet with these Chinese girls, | could see that the motivation for
this book was truly to provide useful insight about UC Berkeley to help prospective students

have more information before making such an important decision.

| hope that you enjoy the book and | wish you all the best of

luck in college!

Theresa Estrada
International Student and Scholar Advisor
Berkeley International Office

University of California, Berkeley
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Prompt 1
Describe the world you come from — for example, your family, community or

school — and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.
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B,

Prompt {2

Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or
experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment
makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are?
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