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Dedicate this book to celebrate
Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall

40th Anniversary of the completion of the project
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Foreword 1

The predecessor of the China Architecture Design & Research Group (CAG)—the Central Design
Company, was founded in 1952 from 11 national architectural design institutions in Beijing, including
the design studio of General Office of the Communist Party Central Committee of China; Zhongnanhai
Construction Company of the State Council; the Civil Aviation Administration Design Office of the
Central Military Commission; China Construction Engineering Design Company, etc. It has been 60
years since CAG undertook design works of foreign aid projects when we first established. We have left
our traces in 56 countries and regions around the world. A number of designs are fine-arts, including
Mongolia - Ulaanbaatar Overpass and Vietnam Machine Repair Shop in 1950s, Sri Lanka Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall in 1960s, Sports Complex Islamabad Pakistan in 1970s, the
President House of Yemen in 1980s, Uganda National Stadium in 1990s, and the design supervision
of the aid project of African Union Conference Center in the early 21st century. We have witnessed
the course of the new China’s foreign aid works in the past 60 years, leaving a number of long lasting
splendid works in recipient countries, where people cherish the sincere friendship with the Chinese.
The efforts from China in turn contribute to the maintenance of the world peace and development
along with the mankind progress.

Among the numerous foreign aid works, the Sri Lanka Bandaranaike Memorial International
Conference Hall (the Hall) is definitely a remarkable epic of project even till now, which has won
multiple praises domestically and internationally. Over four decades, its dignified appearance and
elegant image gives unforgettable impression, which is still a landmark in Colombo, the capital of Sri
Lanka.

The Fifth Summit of Non-Aligned Countries was held here right after the Hall was built in 1974,
that immediately made it the center of international dialogues and discussions. The delegates of
the participant countries were very pleased with the beauty and functions of the Hall. It continues
gaining applauds from delegates participating international conferences held in the Hall afterwards.
Our design team was thus celebrated by the General Office of the Communist Party of China and the
General Office of the State Council of China. The Hall was rewarded with the Design Award from the
1st National Science and Technology Conference in 1978, and the Architectural Award of Creativity
at the 6oth Anniversary of the Founding of the PRC from the Architectural Society of China in 2009.
During the conference of the 6oth Anniversary of National Foreign Aid in 2010, the Hall was still highly
evaluated. "The Hall so far is one of the bests, in terms of design and the quality of works." said the
speaking leader. This model project for China's Foreign Aid is still loved by the Sri Lankan people. It
witnessed the friendship between peoples of the two countries, and has left precious memories of
friendly exchanges between them.

The senior generation of leaders and experts of CAG have made historic, groundbreaking outstanding
contributions to the foreign aid course of the country, who has set the model for the younger
generation to follow. The new generation of CAG will take "To heritage the tradition of Chinese
culture, To create China Design, To promote the progress of science and technology, and To lead the
development of the industry" as their mission, and will inherit and carry forward the senior generation’s
tradition of "rigorous and truth-seeking; commitment and dedication; keen on innovation", and will
make their new contributions to the construction and diplomatic courses of China.

Xiu Long
President

China Architecture Design & Research Group (CAG)

2013-02-28
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Foreword 2

(English translation of Preface in Sinhala by Mr. Bandhula Ekanayake,
Chief of BMICH)

China-Sri Lanka Relation and the Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall

Modern ties between China and Sri Lanka officially began in January 1950. The first bilateral agreement
signed between China and Sri Lanka was the Rubber-Rice Pact. Diplomatic relation, between China &
Sri Lanka, came in to the existence in February 1957. A grate Chinese leader former premier, Zhou Enlai
visited Sri Lanka in 1957. Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Madam Sirimavo Bandaranaide's visit to China in
1961 marked the first ever visit of a Sri Lankan state leader to China. There historic visits endorsed the
continuation of a warm friendship between the two nations.

Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall came to the existence in the form of an outright
gift from China to Sri Lanka in the year 1973. This grand convention & Exhibition Centre, widely known
as the BMICH, standing proudly in the centre of the capital city of Sri Lanka, symbolizes the profundity
of the historic relation maintained by the two countries. This massive creation, which has been highly
productive since inception, instrumented also to carry the Sri Lanka's name among the other countries,
as it was the venue for many international events held in Sri Lanka.

The BMICH, an example to China-Sri Lanka architectural combination, is definitly an attraction for
any visitor passes by the edifice. In the modern world it is a plus factor for a county to own a meeting
hall, complete with adequately provided facilities. When looking back of the major and important
Conventions & Exhibitions held during the past four decals in Sri Lanka, which brought the honor and
fame to the country, wouldn't have been successful if the BMICH was not existed. The proud external
appearance, aesthetic surroundings, spaciousness, adequately provided moern facilities, added by the
earned reputation, are the factors that leave the BMICH in the most distinct position among similar
creations, if any, to come in the time to come. Therefore, it induces us to be grateful to the people of
China for been generous to offer this magnificent gift to Sri Lanka.
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