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An amateur artist refers to those artists who have not received formal artistic training. Their artistic
expressions are based on their own experiences of life and are usually personal and private. Because
these works are usually more humble, rigid, and not technically advanced, they embodied a more
primitive sense of beauty and are sometimes referred to as “Naive Art.” Now and then, great

amateur and peasant artists will emerge in the art field across the Taiwan Strait.

Hao Xian-Ching was born in Jiangsu in 1930 and joined the military when he was 19. For Hao,
there’s no “retirement” from life, so he began to study art at 65 when he retired from public service.
Having been through the wars and diaspora of family and friends, Hao’s paintings express his
personal memories of homeland and family and tell stories about his rich experiences of life. These
works not only record the happiness and sadness of the civil war loser but also represent some

episodes of modern Chinese history and the shared experience and memory of a generation.

For Hao, painting is his way of expressing memories and sensations. After more than a decade’s
exploration and experimentation, he has accumulated plenty colorful and interesting works. In his
works, we witness interactions of symbolism and metaphors to express the hidden phenomena and
meanings underlying daily-life occurrences. Hao’s works also contain surreal elements; his styles

are free and personal, breaking away the rules and limits of the academy style.

In contemporary art, amateur painters are receiving more and more attention and recognition.
Not following established schools or styles, they depict what’s in their mind in personal and
intimate ways. Hao’s story is the best testimony to the concept of life-long learning. To highlight
the development of Naive Art in Taiwan, we invite Mr. Hao to present this solo exhibition in the
National Museum of History. These selected works are divided into three sections: family series,
country series, and humanity series. We hope this exhibition will illustrate Hao’s life experiences

through the display and interpretation of his paintings.

%_%-

Director, National Museum of History
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