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Preface

Poland : It’s better to see once than to hear a hundred times

Dear Chinese Friends,

Poland is a beautiful country in the heart of Europe, Member-State of the European
Union, a country which due to its location has always been on political, economic and
cultural crossroads between West and East. Poland is my country and my attitude to its
history, culture, traditions and development is an emotional one. Poland is full of emotion
where creativity, love of freedom and resourcefulness prevail. Does it make the Polish
people happy? | think so! Even if happiness is not a permanent phenomena in Polish
people every day life, their sense of humour has saved our society from uniformity, and
allowed us to be in good spirit even under adverse circumstances.

Poland is a lot like China, where sincerity and hospitality are real values governing
interpersonal relationship between people. That is what | like about Poland, and about
China. That is why | have been serving in China for many years, and that is why |
spare no efforts to bring Polish and Chinese people closer together and create the best
possible conditions and environment for better understanding, broader exchanges and
contacts in every possible sphere, and particular in culture.

Almost half of my diplomatic career | have spent in the Far East, so | had a chance to
experience how the world and its culture and ways of thinking are diverse. | had also
many opportunities to find out that despite all the differences between the West and the
East we have a lot in common as people and can benefit from each other’s experiences.
Interpersonal contacts create the best platform for doing this. The world is getting
smaller with deepening of economic globalization, so there is a growing awareness of
the importance of cross-culture communication, which must be built on mutual respect,
trust and sincerity.

The best possible way to get more acquainted with Poland and its people is to follow
the Chinese idiom: “It's better to see once than to hear a hundred times!” Believe me -
despite the distance, the language and differences in culture it is worth visiting Poland:
a country of smiling, proud and happy people. Only by touching Polish soil yourself,
by seeing its beautiful and divers landscapes, by learning more about its rich cultural
heritage, by testing its wealth of culinary, and last but not least — by learning a few
words in this exotic language, you can say that you learned a little about Poland and
its people. By doing so, you also will surprise your friends, enrich your knowledge and
make yourself happy!

Having this opportunity | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Southern
Television Guangdong and its staff for all the hard work that they have put in and for
their kind cooperation in preparing this book you are about to read and the exceptional
documentary series about Poland and its people. | hope you will enjoy the book and the
documentary films giving you an opportunity to learn more about Polish people, history
and culture. It will help you make the decision to visit my country. You are always warmly
welcome!

Yours sincerely,

Krzysztof Ciebien

Consul General of Poland
in Guangzhou
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