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Abstract

Right of access is the citizen’s right of access to government information
by laws. The right can be traced back to the Sweden in 1776, when Sweden
enacted the first law in the world to guarantee citizen’s right of access to
government information—Freedom of Publication Act. This act endowed
citizen the right of access to government information. Since then there have
been some international legal documents in 1940’s confirming this right and
many countries have stipulated laws to guarantee the right. The Regulation
of the Citizen’s Republic of China on the Disclosure of Government
Information (hereinafter to be refered as Regulation) was enacted in 2007
finally and Chinese people have realized more and more clearly that access to
government information is their legal right. Moreover with the
f)opularization of computer and internet, the electronic records have become
the major kind of government information, and people tend to access to the
information they need by internet, so how to protect citizen’s right of access
to government electronic information is the most important issue that
governments and archives should consider in the era of right and internet and
it has become the core and key of the electronic records management. But
now most governments and archives ignore the management of electronic
records and the citizen’s requirement of access to government electronic
records, and the electronic records citizen can get access to are rare and their
quality can not be guaranteed, and if these problems continue existing, not
only will the national memory lose but also citizen’s right will be infringed
and the national image will be damaged. Therefore it is important and

imminent to study the issue—how to protect the citizen’s right of access to
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government electronic records.

The author collected related documents at home and abroad
comprehensively and investigated some governments and archives in
Shanghai and Beijing on the management and availability of electronic
records, based on which this book mainly studies the following issues :

(1) What is the citizen’s right of access to government electronic
records? Why do we need to protect the right? And what is the current
status of the protection of citizen’s right of access to government electronic
records in China?

(2) What is the development history and current status of the
protection of citizen’s right of access to government electronic information in
America which is the typical country that protects the citizen’s right of
access very well? What differences and similz;rities are there between China
and America on the protection of citizen’s right of access to government
electronic information?

(3) Are there some common reasons leading to the similarities between
the two countries in the practice? What are the main reasons why the
citizen’s right of access to government electronic information are protected
well in America?

(4) How to protect the citizen’s right of access to government electronic
information in China?

Surrounding the above questions this book includes seven chapters:

The first chapter is an introduction, including the introduction of the
research background, significance, literature review, research methods and
research contents,

This chapter mainly discusses the core and key task of electronic records
management in the governments and archives from the perspective of
citizen’s right of access, and then put forward the topic of this book based on
the reality of current disordered status of electronic records management in
the governments and archives as well as the mess of the citizen’s access to
government electronic information. After analyzing a number of related
documents, the auther point out in this chapter that the current research on
the citizen’s right of access is not hot or systematic or deep, furthermore,

the other related researches are all based on the traditional paper records,
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and the current research on electronic records management never focuses on
the citizen’s right of access, so the research on the citizen’s right of access to
government electronic information is blank.

The second chapter mainly analyzes the concept and the development
history and the laws and components of citizen’s right of access, pointing out
in the era of electronic records citizen’s right of access mainly is the citizen’s
right of access to government electronic information, and the object of the
right and the methods to realize the right are different from those of
traditional citizen’s right of access.

The third chapter analyzes the current status of the protection of
citizen’s right of access to government electronic records in China, including
the construction of the government electronic records information resources
that are available for access, the status of citizen’s access to the government
electronic records information that are released by the governments and
archives actively and citizen’s access to the government electronic records
information by applying for and the current Relief System, pointing out that
there are some problems existing in the current core laws and practices.

The fourth chapter is to introduce the protection of the citizen’s right of
access to government electronic records in America, including the laws that
protect the citizen’s right of access to government electronic records in
America, and the development of the citizen’s right of access to government
electronic records in agencies and NARA.

Based on the ananlysis on the status of the citizen’s right of access to
government electronic records in America and China, the fifth chapter is to
dig out the barriers to the protection of citizen’s right of access to
government electronic records and summarize the components of the
protection of citizen’s right of government electronic records information.

The sixth and seventh chapters mainly focus on how to protect citizen’s
right of access to government electronic records in China.

The sixth chapter points out the core of the protection of citizen’s right
of access to government electronic records is to design perfect systems
including perfect legal system and relief system and supervision system. And
now for China the most important is to amend and perfect the Regulations,

the Archives Act and the Secrecy Act and the regulations on electronic
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records management. As for the relief system and supervision system, the
most important is to perfect the outside supervision, especially the judicial
supervision and to construct the public interest litigation system, making the
“Judicial litigation forces the release of government information” become the
reality.

The seventh chapter is to discuss the cultivation of three impetuses,
including the citizen’s participation, the cultivation of public interest
organizations and the sense of public services. The three impetuses are the
motive forces to make the citizen’s right of access to government electronic
records become true. Citizen’s participation is the permanent motive force,
so it is very important to strengthen the citizen’s sense of right, cultivate
citizen’s information literacy and encourage more citizen to participate in the
release of government information. Public interest organizations are the
strong force to guarantee citizen’s right, so more public interest
organizations should be encouraged to be established; moreover the sense of
public service is the fundamental motive force, only if the governments and
archives respect citizen’s right of access to government electronic records and
have strong sense of public service, citizen’s right of access to government
electronic records can be guaranteed.

In summary, this book reviews the current status of the electronic
records management and availability from the perspective of the protection of
citizen’s right of access to government electronic records, and analyzes the
existing problems, and then summarizes and discusses the factors to
guarantee citizen’s right of access to government electronic records, hoping
the governments and archives can recognize clearly the problems and
shortcomings in the management and availability of electronic records and
then push the development of electronic records management and promote

the release of government electronic records information.
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