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LIVISION 7 GREEA CULTURE AND ROMAN CULTURE

DIVISION 1

GREEK CULTURE AND ROMAN
CULTURE

l. Greek Culture
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@ European culture is made up of many elements, two of which are

considered to be more enduring and they are the Greco-Roman
element and the Judeo-Christian element.

@ Greek culture reached a high point of development in the Sth century
B.C. This was marked by the successful repulse of the Persian
invasion early in the century, the establishment of democracy and
the flourishing of science, philosophy, literature, art and historical
writing in Athens.

@ In the second half of the 4th century B.C., all Greece was brought
under the rule of Alexander, King of Macedon.

@ In 146 B.C. the Romans conquered Greece.

€ Once every four years, the Greeks had a big festival on Olympus
Mount which included contests of sports. Thus began the Olympic
Games. Revived in 1896, the Olympic Games have become the
world’s foremost amateur sports competition.

@ Ancient Greeks considered Homer to be the author of their epics.
He probably lived around 700 B.C. Two such epics, the /liad and the
2
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Odyssey, have survived.

@ The lliad deals with the alliance of the states of the southern
mainland of Greece, led by Agamemnon in their war against the city
of Troy.

@ The Odyssey deals with the return of Odysseus after the Trojan war
to his home island of Ithaca.

@ Of the many lyric poets of ancient Greece, two are still admired by
readers today: Sappho and Pindar.

@ Sappho was considered the most important lyric poet of ancient
Greece.

@ Pindar is best known for his odes celebrating the victories at the
athletic games, such as the 14 Olympian odes.

@ The three great tragic dramatists of ancient Greece are Aeschylus,
Sophocles, and Euripides.

@ Aeschylus wrote such plays as Prometheus Bound, Persians, and
Agamemnon. Aeschylus is noted for his vivid character portrayal and
majestic poetry.

@ Sophocles wrote such tragic plays as Oedipus the King, Electra, and
Antigone. He contributed greatly to tragic art. He added a third actor
and decreased the size of the chorus.

@ Euripides wrote mainly about women in such plays as Andromache,
Medea, and Trojan Women. He was more of a realist than Aeschylus
and Sophocles, concerned with conflicts. His characters are less
heroic, more like ordinary people. He may be called the first writer
of “problem plays”.

@ Comedy also flourished in the 5th century B.C. Its best writer was
Aristophanes, who has left eleven plays, including Frogs, Clouds,

Wasps, and Birds.
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@ Herodotus is often called “Father of History”, and wrote about the
wars between Greeks and Persians. He had a keen eye for drama
and pathos. His history, full of anecdotes and digressions and lively
dialogue, is wonderfully readable.

€ Thucydides told about the war between Athens and Sparta and
between Athens and Syracuse, a Greek state on the island of Sicily.

@ Pythagoras was a bold thinker who had the idea that all things were
numbers. He was the founder of scientific mathematics.

@ Heracleitus believed fire to be the primary element of the universe,
out of which everything else had arisen. To him, “all is flux, nothing
is stationary.”

@ The greatest names in European philosophy are Socrates, Plato, and
Aristotle, who were active in Athens in the 5th and 4th century B.C.

@ Democritus was one of the earliest philosophical materialists and
speculated about the atomic structure of matter.

@ In the 4th century B.C., four schools of philosophers often argued
with each other. They were the Cynics, the Sceptics, the Epicureans,
and the Stoics.

@ Euclid is well-known for his Elements, a textbook of geometry,
perhaps the most successful textbook ever written, because it was in
use in English schools until the early years of the 20th century.

@ To illustrate the principle of the lever, Archimedes is said to have
told the king: “Give me a place to stand, and I will move the world.”

@ Greek architecture can be grouped into three styles: the Doric style
which is also called the masculine style; the lonic style which is
also called the feminine style; and a later style that is called the
Corinthian style.

@ The Acropolis at Athens and the Parthenon are the finest monument
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of Greek architecture and sculpture in more than 2,000 years.
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1. [i58%& = ( The Historical Context )

e 1) A FEET AR, A JTAET 1200 4, A RS S AL T/ L4
W, BinZE3E (the Aegean ) FIRFIEHIL ( Troy ) Z[EIMRA T —
B, PRSP BRBCK 45 R, A7 5 (Homer )
FEH SRR R I E R X 85

NTUHT S e, A RE SCALA B AL R . HOR BARE
A HIENTEATTET S 2R ER 7 E M AR AR (Persian
invasion ) FFEEN T R FHIMIE; M (Athens) fEFLF . e,
S AR s ER AR B TR E R r R

JNJUHT S A R LU 55T 35 (Sparta) Z[EJ A KT E
HHH,

S JCHT 4 22 )R A, H G E £ 7 1K (Alexander,
King of Macedon ) 4i— 1 B A hf. HZEPAPT ) #EBE, 1EAR I,
3B, BREGK R #IX, FrElzat, &MU k.

NTCHT 146 4F, B EAEMRA G IR, A BRSO E BRI
PRI AR . FEELL B R Ab X ; SRy, —26fRAk
] S B oty A B SCfe G, DA S AR A9 B L R, dfE
H17 ( the Mediterranean ) 31X JE A

2. L B BGE % ( Social and Political Structure )
RN R FEHWIT. REREBKRE “2RITEST”. BE
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ZHEnglsh B XA TEFE MBS

NI ‘2R URTHRESHAR, MHAREE—E
HEENACIEIR Bt 28R AR . d4 . JLE . AhE AFILGR IS
HBESh, BT RRZAL

E SR 2B R T R R 57 3l WGRTERGE £ K
. VEDi R B33, AL S E IR T BRI

WA AT ZIZ S, 148 AR AE AR L 28T —3
Bty OIEAMAE IR, SHRIEA: T R/MILTOEEh%. 1896 4F,
B SRUIWKEZp, AIBCATH R EREEAAREE .

3.5 ( Homer )

A I AT Do TS R . A S AR TR AR JTHT 9 it
08/ TCRT 8 e, HAZHZAE (ORISR ) (the Mliad ) F1 { 48
%) (the Odyssey ) Tife 25 . XMEELERT AR RA R K4 fE ST
A TG IR B A B S, TR G T oy A —— KA AE A ST T
1200 F-ZE L ITHT 1100 4F [Al——HYZEMERN R4

CHAER Y R TFERIN ]2 ( Agamemnon ) ARSI,
7o i P AR A R BR B AR AR PR R i R . o =AY,
—A RIS R e FCH- (Hector ), 53 2N 2 v A i 49 BT v B
#7 (Achilles ) FIEAEMEHT ( Odysseus ). FEHRARH, BIEHHTRLE
T SEACE, FHEGE AR AR B

(HRERE ) PR T BAEBITERREF R SRR IR S S4ifh
FES MR, bR T BEeiER KiE EHT PR E
G2, DA RS H S RN S SR A R
THZ (RESE) hREETT S HFER RN FER T,

(A P itk X )
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4. FF1EFF ( Lyric Poetry )

“froh e R AR AME—RREIER, A HAE X,
m AFERET. SR ARZ IS TEA T, AWAEE AHESEE
4. B%4% (Sappho ) Flffik ( Pindar ).

Bt (2920 0THT 612 AF—/AJTHT 580 4F ), Srid i & M Lo ivF
N, DA PO 5 0 A T e 2 T, H o SR e S ot
fE. BRI ARG A E R EENITE R A P2 REFHPLT1E
FEAXT () AR VR AR TE . (BRI RRETE 20T 10 tH 40 i e ik
BHSKT—H, RETRONZER B, XBEREMET

(1)
E4 52
=49 WA
H ST

(2)

FEe vz
BE S 4o 2 AR
HELERE L

ik (LA TCHT 518 4E—/AJOHT 438 4F ) LU N RBLIAF 32
TR MR TS WSRO & 2, W0 14 B BARUC AR, A 4E
AT R A EAIR, DISAMEE MR ik A R
=, 17 MR EV AL - RIS

5. %R ( Drama )

BRI, AEASHR SR L SHPRETH, &
RERRETE, R XLE ST H, fEATTHT 5 LA RBUE .
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(1) BHTEBHT (Aeschylus, ZATTHT 525 £—/ATCHI 456 4F )

i R RIE A (AR % KB T ). BT A ) F1 (BT
(T4 ) %5, fEXSC HE, % 2AMAER—NEE. |
il R kb RASET- M E AR B PR fEE 4,
B REBUR B BIIAR o 33K BERR A LARF K L N LAY . 3R
JE55 S L6 3 B A0 22 1 RO T ) R S 5 5K

PATF D DA A Bt e 4 0 B A ) 4 i 46 xR BT ) e ) ha
REBARY JLEEREIR], DR T BT 14 BT s A SR e P - - -

( HEAL 3 12 98 77 F L . )

(2) EW7EHET (Sophocles, ZMTLH 496 £—/\TTHI 406 4F )

CHR AT E ). CHrssesEhn) A (83l ) it . bt
OB E =, IR/ T AR, X AR AR 2R
PEH T H KTk

CHRZKH T £ ) A BASEN . SEHE T M ATEEA
AHTERIESL T TR TR T, — ARk R K e 2
ABAE, ASCHRUTRIX MRS, BB N Fi
Wi Lo AR, MR ABOE, BCSYERIMRET £ 3R K. XA p
WilE, WA BT E TR, iR 1R LI E R R
Bt RS, HIARBTRZ AT HOWEASCE. PRI SoF
i, RAVOHET R T2 E EAmEOHE R IR, HEAAR LS
T HGEAE R ke, MhARARRITE N TR S . EAK
F, gl T E CRXUR, PHMREETEEI A48T,

(PRI ) AR T — N2 LEN L EZAESCE,
WICH T SR K 2 L. B EENEE, ARRESE
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