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No tear dropped over that pillow; in
such straits as these, the heart has no
tears to give,—it drops only blood, bleed-
ing itself away in silence.
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. Uncle Tom's Cabin

Chapter 1

ate in the afternoon of a chilly day in February, two gentlemen—MTr. Shelby

Land Mr. Haley—were sitting alone over their wine, in a well-furnished dining
parlor, in the town of P—, in Kentucky. There were no servants present, and the gen—
tlemen, with chairs closely approaching, seemed to be discussing some subject with
great earnestness.

"That is the way I should arrange the matter," said Mr. Shelby.

"I can't make trade that way—TI positively can't, Mr. Shelby," said the other,
holding up a glass of wine between his eye and the light.

"Tom is the best slave I have," said Mr. Shelby. "He is a good man who believes
in God!"

"God does not care about blacks. They are not even men. I just want to buy Tom
because he is a hard worker," said Mr. Haley. "But you want too much money for one

slave. I'll pay the money you need if you give me a slave child, too."

"Ok," agreed Mr. Shelby. "I hate to do it, but I have to save my farm. I'll give you

little Harry. He will grow up to be a good slave."

"Ok!" said Haley.
"I'll think the matter over, and talk with my wife," said Mr. Shelby. "Meantime,

Haley, if you want the matter carried on in the quiet way you speak of, you'd best not
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—1

let your business in this neighborhood be known. It will get out among my boys, and
it will not be a particularly quiet business getting away any of my fellows, if they know

it, I'll promise you."

"O! certainly, by all means, mum! of course. But I'll tell you. I'm in a devil of a
hurry, and shall want to know, as soon as possible, what I may depend on," said he,
rising and putting on his overcoat.

"Well, call up this evening, between six and seven, and you shall have my answer,"
said Mr. Shelby, and the trader bowed himself out of the apartment.

Whoever visits some estates there, and witnesses the good—humored indulgence of
some masters and mistresses, and the affectionate loyalty of some slaves, might be
tempted to dream the oft—fabled poetic legend of a patriarchal institution, and all
that; but over and above the scene there broods a portentous shadow—the shadow of
law. So long as the law considers all these human beings, with beating hearts and
living affections, only as so many things belonging to a master,—so long as the failure,
or misfortune, or imprudence, or death of the kindest owner, may cause them any day
to exchange a life of kind protection and indulgence for one of hopeless misery and toil,
—so long it is impossible to make anything beautiful or desirable in the best regulated
administration of slavery.

Mr. Shelby was a fair average kind of man, good-natured and kindly, and dis—
posed to easy indulgence of those around him, and there had never been a lack of any—
thing which might contribute to the physical comfort of the negroes on his estate. He
had, however, speculated largely and quite loosely; had involved himself deeply, and
his notes to a large amount had come into the hands of Haley; and this small piece of
information is the key to the preceding conversation.

Now, it had so happened that, in approaching the door, Eliza had caught enough

of the conversation to know that a trader was making offers to her master for some—
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body.

She would gladly have stopped at the door to listen, as she came out; but her mis—
tress just then calling, she was obliged to hasten away.

Still she thought she heard the trader make an offer for her boy;—could she be
mistaken? Her heart swelled and throbbed, and she involuntarily strained him so

tight that the little fellow looked up into her face in astonishment.

"Eliza, girl, what ails you today?" said her mistress, when Eliza had upset the
wash—pitcher, knocked down the workstand, and finally was abstractedly offering her
mistress a long nightgown in place of the silk dress she had ordered her to bring from
the wardrobe.

Eliza started. "O, missis!" she said, raising her eyes; then, bursting into tears,
she sat down in a chair, and began sobbing,.

"Why, Eliza child, what ails you?" said her mistress.

"O! missis, missis," said Eliza, "there's been a trader talking with master in the
parlor! I heard him."

"Well, silly child, suppose there has."

"0, missis, do you suppose master would sell my Harry?" And the poor creature
threw herself into a chair, and sobbed convulsively.

"Sell him! No, you foolish girl! You know your master never deals with those
southern traders, and never means to sell any of his servants, as long as they behave
well. Why, you silly child, who do you think would want to buy your Harry? Do you
think all the world are set on him as you are, you goosie? Come, cheer up, and hook my
dress. There now, put my back hair up in that pretty braid you learnt the other day, and

don't go listening at doors any more."
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