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[£] &£+4k (Nicholas Koss) ## vtéfa &

During the 19" century England ruled the world. By the end of the
century, nearly 20% of the world’s population was under its control. It
was also in this century that England came into bellicose confrontation
with China during the Opium Wars of 1841 and 1856, which forced
China, by the sale of opium to it, to solve England’s trade difficulties in
India. How was it that such a principled country as England was able to
enforce its unprincipled will on China? Part of the answer must lie in the
images of China that England had in the years before the Opium Wars.
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This book by Dr. Ye Xiangyang is of immense help in explaining
England’s image of China in the two centuries before England achieved
mastery of the world in the 19" century. To date, no single book, either

in Chinese or English, has discussed altogether the twenty travel
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accounts written in England during the 17" and 18" centuries that offer
England’s image of China. From his detailed and perceptive reading of
these accounts, Dr. Ye has presented so clearly the at times very negative
picture of China that was presented. From these images, it is not difficult
to imagine how England then in the middle of the 19* century would not
be adverse to treating China as she did during the Opium Wars.
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Dr. Ye is to be congratulated for his thoroughness in gathering these
English accounts. He spared no effort to locate all of the extant English
travel accounts to China from the 17" and 18" centuries. His selection of
the use of the French approach to imagology to study these books is
most appropriate too because of its emphasis on the context of the image
in the receiving country. He also had the good fortune to be trained by
Professor Meng Hua, the leading scholar of French imagology in China.
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One of the strengths of this study is the inclusion of works that
have been either not or rarely discussed before by domestic or

international scholars, books such as William Dampier’s 4 New Voyage
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Around the World (1697), Alexander Hamilton’s 4 New Account of the
East Indies (1744), Charles Lockyer’s An Account of the Trade in India
(1711), and Charles Frederick Noble’s 4 Voyage to the East Indies in
1747 and 1748 (1762), etc.
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For me, the highpoint of Dr. Ye’s study is his analysis of books
related to Macartney’s Embassy to China during the reign of Qianlong.
These include Lord Macartney’s An Embassy to China, which was not
published until the 20" century, George Staunton’s An Authentic Account
of an Embassy to China (1797), Aeneas Anderson’s 4 Narrative of the
British Embassy to China (1795), Samuel Holmes’ The Journal of Mr.
Samuel Holmes (1798) and John Barrow’s Travels in China (1804).
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[ had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Ye for the first time when he was
a doctoral student. Professor Meng Hua who knew of my great interest
in England’s image of China invited me to have dinner with her student
who was working on this topic. Since that time, [ have been in regular
touch with Dr. Ye, often discussing matters related to England and
China. Some of Dr. Ye’s special characteristics that have always

impressed me are his determination to get answers no matter what the



question and his skill in pointing out weaknesses in the arguments of
others.
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This book is based on Dr. Ye’s dissertation that was presented to the
Institute of Comparative Literature and Cultural of Peking University. I
had the privilege to be present at the oral defense, during which Ye
Xiangyang admirably defended what he had written. He stood up well
under intense questioning, and also gracefully accepted suggestions for
revision, which have been made in this now-to-be published book.
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My hope for Dr. Ye is that, given his excellent command of
English, he will now prepare portions of this book to be published in the
English-speaking world.

Bt LA R, ETRBNRIOE, hIERIZE
Aoy LA EUMELE S5 A 3K

FE-F#& (Nicholas Koss)
BB KPR IR, b KPR
2011 412 A 20 H-FAEm KRS



BE:%i 2

AR LU B AT R AW AR AN 75, *F 1637—1794 4¢
] (R E i e 1 i 25 AN 38 — A Bt ]) iRkfE e B A4
M2 20 BRdFie (SuRHRYE) BrEpyh EERE T2
%5, ML 1 RIS E SO SOAR DL B 2 s B S5 oAt
a5 B SGRAETF LA RIS, £ — M ECAZE R AN # HX £
s EFFICER BT b EER AR, X 150 42 RS E iRk IC AT R
R ] FEE R IR LB LA B X — TSR AE S SIE K &R BRI

AV LR LR, $—FEB T 1637 4 /i 3%
F s E i E O NRFIAS B, IR SCRIRFZCIE T szt
VY EE XA = AN B AR S R A R L L A R T ETE R
AT TRTTRR . ERTEMEE . A4hX Sefric i BT Ry h B TE R
2%, BEELBEEIBRE X TrhER AR R S5t B
K 2B A S E X B R R R AR e X L IC AT
BRI R, EEEES S ERERT RSN b EER T
WL, DA SRR “ESCM” ROHAE RS b R 5 gk & v
SRR GRS PR, S e A S [ R el L BT b RS = A
R B R T T RS, B R A U R Ze R A T
SRR TRIB . (YR AR AR AR, B
i HI5R JHBEE AL S E RO RE & 0 S SRR AR, L ABEZAL
R LR AR R R R, BAARRASIFICS fEROR (it 2
BB ERR, XA KPR A AT, LREENE, ffa
T AR R RAIBEE I 2AL.

Xi



Bz, ABEUTHREA —EREHTEEL: —. FRxA
W B [ iR Gedr iC SRRt AT T e mis i SRR . fElFid SE
KRR B - ER R =, fERMRSKIERIRERE
AIE T HIMER A RIER AT — 2R R A 2 24

xil



B e, 1
g5 -8 1637 AEpiyrh 3 e &R S R EXD PN IR S B 39
R VIS T SN (] - 1 L. WS 40
B 1637 AERTEER A E AR G e, 47
B RE NN MG . PSS DR (1637—1721) .88
F— 16371721 I Bk R SR E X ERIA RS ... 88
B AN BRIFICHRIFRETEZ oo 121
S RERAENOR R . IR E] D SR R A
VITERT (1T42—1790) oo, 200
A1 17221790 £ Hyrh 356 £ K R % p EAIANIR 58 ... 200
B A B EC IR ETEZ oo 239

SR S R AR HERURJEIER] (1793—1794) ...303
T ER DR R S R R R R ERAR 5 ... 303

oS SRR L0 i3 aks 21 OLs U5 iz - 330
She EEMRERCHPEIE RS TSR .o 419
B P ETE R S5, e 419
B hEEREERIE ZPEE e 437



II



