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He delivered his unknown persecutors

i to the most horrible tortures he could : :

imagine in his mind, and found them all

i ! insufficient, because after torture came : :

i death, and after death, the punishment :

was finished.
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I The Count of Monte Cristo

Chapter 1

n the 24th of February, 1810, the grand Pharaon safely returned to Marseille.

OThe young man on board was a fine, tall, slim young fellow of nineteen, with
black eyes, and hair just as dark. His whole appearance showed a calm resolution pe-
culiar to men accustomed from their cradle to contend with danger.

"Ah, is it you, Dantes?" cried Mr. Morrel, the good—hearted ship company owner.

"What's the matter? And why have you such an air of sadness aboard?"

"A great misfortune, M. Morrel," replied the young man, "a great misfortune, for
me especially! We lost our brave Captain Leclere."

"How unfortunate; he was, indeed, a great man," responded M. Morrel sorrowful—
ly. "And the cargo?" inquired the owner, after a pause.

"Is all safe, M. Morrel; and I think you will be satisfied on that head. But poor
Captain Leclere—"

"What happened to him?" asked the owner, with an air of considerable resig—
nation. "What happened to the worthy captain?"

"He died."

"Fell into the sea?"

"No, sir, he died of brain—fever in dreadful agony," and he went on with a re—
gretful explanation of the captain's last days. He was eventually buried at sea.

"Why, you see, Edmond," replied the owner, touched, by the boy's deep sadness,

"we are all mortal, and the old must make way for the young. If not, why, there

2
D
pe




with an air of

agony n. ¥ i ;

S ENGBE

make way for

gg - % o

|

Book1

=

8104F2 24 H, Rffiy “u&” SZeHuRE T B,
— ARG . SRR 198 /MK T I 7EME

RORIRES, DREkE. MAFR IR 1 —Fh SR T 4
HLA BT DI fER AN TITRRA OB

W, RARAD, FEFRHT?T O R AT SRR R

CEAM? PR A AT T

WA, ZEEKKAE,” FRAEE, “EWAE,
JEHEXFR ! FATRZE T BB w3 R

CHASE, fhERIR—MERIONT SEER R S AR O
BN, “STHIWR?” (R IR, MEEERNE.

“SERFICH, BETRIRSEA, FRABAR S T T R
{EUR AT A S AR ——

s A" FENRGE, AEE — TR A
AR R A A A AR T 77

“MIET "

Rt T "

AR, S, MR TR IR AR T, fUF
THTRIRZAR LR BN . fhi)m3E T b,

CIR, URANGE, EPESE,” FEAGCE B AR i
g, B, “HWAOTERAN, LG5, BAUMELFR

3

r'E‘;’\,\




HELAE

The Count of Monte Cristo

would be no promotion; and since you assure me that the cargo—"

"It is all safe and sound, M. Morrel, take my word for it; and I advise that
you'll take 25,000 francs for the profits of the voyage."

The owner then boarded the ship for inspection, and was met by Danglars, an in—
sulting and hateful man of twenty—five, as hated by the other sailors as Dantes was
beloved by them.

"Well, M. Morrel," said Danglars, "you have heard of the misfortune that has be—
fallen us?"

"Yes—yes; poor Captain Leclere! He was a brave and honest man."

"And a first-rate seaman. But," he continued, darting at Edmond a look filled
with hate, "I'm sure you have not yet learned that Dantes immediately assumed com—
mand without consulting anyone, upon the captain's death, and he caused us to lose a
day and a half at the Island of Elba, instead of making for Marseilles direct."

"As to taking command of the vessel," replied Morrel, "that was his duty as
captain's mate; as to losing a day and a half off the Island of Elba, he was wrong, unless
the vessel needed repairs."

The owner then called Dantes to him, while Danglars shrank away. "I wish to in—
quire why you stopped at the Island of Elba," he began.

"I do not know, sir; it was to fulfil the last instructions of Captain Leclere, who,
when dying, gave me a packet for Marshal Bertrand."

"Then did you see him, Edmond?"

"Who?"

"Napoleon Bonaparte."

"Yes‘ll

Morrel looked around him, and then, drawing Dantes to one side, he said sudden—
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~ The Count of Monte Cristo

ly, "And how is the emperor?"

"Very well, as far as I could judge from the sight of him."

Dantes was then dismissed, and Danglars approached, saying, "Well, it appears
that he has given you satisfactory reasons for his landing."

"Yes, most satisfactory, my dear Danglars."

"Well, so much the better, for it is not pleasant to think that a comrade has not
done his duty."

"Dantes has done his,"

replied the owner, "and that is not saying much. It was
Captain Leclere who gave orders for this delay."
"Speaking of Captain Leclere, has not Dantes given you a letter from him?"

"To me? No, was there one?"

"I believe that, besides the packet, Captain Leclere confided a letter to his care."

"He did not speak to me of it," replied the shipowner; "but if there be any letter
he will give it to me."
Danglars reflected for a moment. "Then, M. Morrel, I beg of you," said he, "not to

say a word to Dantes on the subject. | may have been mistaken."

At this moment Dantes returned, and Danglars withdrew.
"Well, my dear Dantes, are you now free?" inquired the owner.
"Yes, sir. Then I have your leave, sir?"

"Yes, if you have nothing more to say to me."

"Nothing."

"Captain Leclere did not, before he died, give you a letter for me?"

"He was unable to write, sir. But that reminds me that I must ask your leave of

absence for some days."
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