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Urban plan is the blueprint for future development and the contents are quite different as time
and area change. With the economic development, the theories and practices in urban planning
and design always update. We specially collected nearly 80 excellent urban planning and design
projects around the world, involving regional planning and design, urban planning, ecology and
sustainable design, architecture and ecology, and urban landscape. The cases included in this book
are all designed by world-renowned design companies and agencies from Europe, America, Asia
and Africa. In addition, a lot of design drawings and description are provided to show the latest
trend in planning and design, which are great references to the planners, architects, landscape

design practitioners and researchers.
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Preface

RIS

Urban plan is the blueprint for future development and the contents are quite different as time
and area change. With the economic development, the theories and practices in urban planning
and design always update. We specially collected nearly 80 excellent urban planning and design
projects around the world, involving regional planning and design, urban planning, ecology and
sustainable design, architecture and ecology, and urban landscape. The cases included in this book
are all designed by world-renowned design companies and agencies from Europe, America, Asia
and Africa. In addition, a lot of design drawings and description are provided to show the latest
trend in planning and design, which are great references to the planners, architects, landscape

design practitioners and researchers.
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Urban Corridor Planning — City of Houston, TX

The Planning Partnership Limited, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Client: City of Houston and Main Street Goalition

Project Narrative

Houston is one of the fastest growing municipalities in North America, economically
and demographically. Notwithstanding that, it is becoming increasingly evident that its
historical growth and suburban development patterns are unsustainable for the long-
term vitality of the city. With a growing recognition of the fiscal and environmental
costs of Houston's traditional car-oriented development model, concepts related to
urban intensification, smart growth, sustainability and Transit Oriented Development are
gaining broad acceptance by the public, local planners and government entities at all
levels. With the development and operation of the Main Street Corridor and an expanded
light rail system being actively planned for five other connected corridors (East End,
Uptown, Southeast, North and University), there are enormous opportunities for economic
development, capital investment and the creation of an improved quality of life within a
rich and diverse urban environment over the long term. The purpose of this Urban Corridor
Planning Study is to establish a strategy, informed by an extensive stakeholder and
community consultation process, to implement Transit Oriented Development in proximity
to the planned higher order transit facilities. Transit Oriented Development is a form of

008

development that is of higher density, based on high quality design standards and scaled
to the pedestrian. It supports a mix of uses with active uses at grade, places emphasis
on a high quality pedestrian realm and results in an urban environment that is attractive,
walkable and transit supportive. Higher density, pedestrian-friendly and transit-supportive
urban corridors will ultimately maximize transit ridership potential.

A key component of the Urban Corridor Planning Study is exploring the potential to create
a pedestrian-friendly environment that promotes the use of transit but also generates
identifiable "places" within the City of Houston. It is absolutely necessary to enhance
the public realm along every inch of the corridors to establish them as more than just
individual corridors through which to move cars and service vehicles.

Architects' practice believes that great streets make great places for people to congregate.
They are finding that the move back to the urban core of many North American cities
has not always been accompanied by the attendant public realm enhancements. It's not
complicated. Simple interventions like creating tree-lined streets with places to sit are very
effective and can be done over time. In Houston, they encouraged the city to incorporate
a tree-planting plan in the work program and budget for the reconstruction of the streets.
And for the city, the locations for the LRT to stop should be designed for the riders as
pedestrians and not the cars that pass by.
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Transit Revitalization Investment District (TRID) Master Plan

Location: Philadelphia, USA

Client: Neighborhoods Now

Architects: Interface Studio LLC, Philadelphia USA

Although Philadelphia's transit system is the nation's fifth largest, many stations are
underutilized and physically disconnected from nearby neighborhoods. The TRID Master
Plan was a pioneering effort combining extensive research, public involvement and design
to address the barriers to transit-oriented development and create a more sustainable city.
Proposed urban landscape improvements serve as the essential vehicle for establishing a
renewed community interface with two rail stations, as well as providing new oppartunities
for community greening initiatives. The planning process was designed to develop a
collective vision for the future of both station areas — a vision grounded in the intimate
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knowledge of place shared by those who contribute to its public realm.

Design Strategies: In neighborhood, the fabric around the station has deteriorated to such
a degree that the public perception of each place plays a significant role in limiting the
marketability and potential of transit oriented development nearby. Given this context, a
design approach requires a reassertion of the station's central role in each community
and its potential to contribute to the public realm. Proposed open spaces enhance street
design and new programming is the essential elements in fostering an incremental retrofit
that builds on the unique characteristics of the place. That retrofit seeks to establish a new
interface between the station and the context, providing a conduit and focus for community
greening initiatives, and, ultimately, leveraging private investment in transit-oriented
development.



