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Preface

After more than one year’ s editing work, the large picture album Jiuyi Mountain, Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum is finally put into print. This album
adequately shows the tremendous momentum of Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum and the elegant scenery of Jiuyi Mountain with delicate pictures and concise
explanatory notes. It can be counted as an excellent product reflecting the preservation and reconstruction course of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum in
Jiuyi Mountain nowadays, and also a special sacrifice from the guardians of Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum.

Emperor Shun is one of the earliest ancestors of Chinese national humanity, the five virtuous emperors in ancient times and founders of moral
culture. The most important historic contribution he made is the origination of the moral concept with filial piety as the core connotation, which
laid a good foundation for the ethics of ancient Chinese society. The Book of History says: “Morality has been clarified ever since Shun’s age.” The
Records of the Historian also says: “The perfection of morality in the world dated from Emperor Shun’ s era.” In his late years, with a broad-minded
aspiration of “benefitting the world instead of oneself alone”, Emperor Shun gave up the throne to Yu the Great. And he went on an inspection
journey to the south propagating moral culture. At last he “passed away in the wild country of Cangwu, and was buried in Jiuyi Mountain, south of
the Yangtze River. Thai is what is now known as Lingling” (The Records of the Historians: Accounts about the Five Virtuous Emperors). In the past
four thousand years or so, his spirit of dedication, characterized by the proposal that “the world is for all” and “not for oneself but all the
common people”, has all along been eulogized by the people.

Jiuyi Mountain, also known as Cangwu Mountain in ancient time, is located at the border area of four counties of Hunan Province, namely, Ningyuan,
Lanshan, Daoxian and Jianghua. It is the middle part of Nanling Mountain (or Southern Mountain Range) and the northern end of Mengzhu Hill stretching
several hundred square kilometers. The highest peak is 1959.2 meters above sea level. With range upon range of mountains varying with each other
for glamour, this area presents kaleidoscopic scenes quite different from each other. Here is a national forest park teemed with second growth of
primordial forest, known as a “natural botanical garden”, a “natural zoo” and a “natural oxygen bar”. Enchanted and intoxicated by the beautiful
scenery of Jiuyi Mountain, throughout the ages innumerable visitors lingered on here and they enjoved themselves so much as to forget to leave for
home.

Since the Emperor Shun died and was buried in Jiuyi Mountain, this place has been the holy land to worship Emperor Shun. To commemorate this
originator of humanity, people built the Temple of Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum in Jiuyi Mountain. This temple was first constructed in Xia Dynasty. And
in Qin and Han Dynasties, the mausoleum and the temple was combined into a single unit and erected in front of the Yuguan Cliff. During the first
ten years of the Hongwu Period in the Ming dynasty (1368 to 1378 A.D.), the temple of Emperor Shun Mausoleum was moved to the foot of the Shunyuan
Peak. Emperors of the past dynasties all committed the worship ceremony to Emperor Shun's Mausoleum in Jiuyi Mountain in succession. Da Yu (Yu the
Great) “arrived in Heng Mountain, built the Zijin Terraces, so that he could look at Jiuyi Mountain and worship Emperor Shun.” (Da Qing Yi Tong
Zhi: The Dominance of Great Qing Dynasty) In November of thirty-seven vear of Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of Qin Dynasty (about 210 B. C.), his
majesty “came to Yunmeng Lake (the present day Dongting Lake) on an inspection journey, and paid respects to Emperor Shun in Jiuyi Mountain.” (The
Records of the Historian: Qin Shi Huang) In the fifth year of Yuan Feng Period of the Western Han Dynasty, Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty “arrived
in Shengtang on an inspection journey. He paid respects to Emperor Shun form a distance afar, saluting Jiuyi Mountain with his eyes.” (The Records of
the Historian: Emperor Wu, the sixth chapter) From the Han, Wei Dynasties to Ming, Qing Dynasties, there had never been a cessation in the burning of
incense sticks and candles to worship Emperor Shun. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the activities of Emperor Shun worship reached the highest peak.
There were royal-level worships 15 times in the Ming Dynasty and 45 times in the Qing Dynasty. Since Emperor Shun passed away and was buried in Jiuyi
Mountain, the Mountain, Emperor Shun, Shun’s Mausoleum, E Huang and Nv Ying have been the eternal subjects admired and eulogized by men of letters
and poets of the past generations who have written down thousands of famous mater pieces, Lord Xiang and Lady Xiang by Qu Yuan in the Warring States
Period, the Motto of Jiuyi Mountain by Cai Yi in Eastern Han Dynasty, Far Apart by Li Bai, The Ancestral Hall of Lady Xiang by Du Fu and The God of
Xiaoxiang by Li Shangyin in Tang Dynasty, The Song of Jiuyi by Su Shi, the Meditation on the Past in Temple of Shun by Lu You in Song Dynasy, and
The Eight Views of Cangwu by Xie Jin in Ming Dynasty, to name only a few. Chairman Mao Zedong, a great man of our era, wrote a Qilv (a magnificent
verse of eight seven—character lines): Reply to a Friend: “Amid sailing white clouds Nine Mysterious Peaks tower; Riding the wind, two queens came
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down from the Green Bower. Their bamboo canes speckled with a thousand tears they shed; Their pleated dresses made of myriad clouds rose-red.” Which
brought the eulogy—chanting of Jiuyi Mountain and Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum to a new height.

Emperor Shun chose Jiuyi Mountain as his own final resting place, which is the luck and bliss of Jiuyi Mountain, and also an immense cultural
heritage of historical importance that Emperor Shun left to the people of Ningyuan, Yongzhou and even the people in Hunan. And it is a sacred mission
entrusted to us by history to well preserve and reconstruct Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum. However, from the end of the Qing Dynasty to Minguo Period (the
Republican period), there were chaos and turmoils frequently caused by wars. Therefore, the Temple of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum was for a long period
out of repair, and eroded year by year. After the founding of New China, especially since the implementation of the policy of reform and opening-up
to the outside world, the preservation and reconstruction of the Temple of Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum has aroused high attention from the provincial,
municipal, county-level people’ s government and people of all circles of society. In the 1990s, the temple underwent renovation at the expense of
a huge fund granted by the State Administration of Cultural Heritage, which helped to restore this temple to its former style and features in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties. With the rapid increase of the number of people worshiping Emperor Shun and the veloce development of tourism, the former
space of the temple appeared narrower day by day. People of all sectors of the community and Shun’ s descendants at home and abroad appealed for the
expansion of Emperor Shun Mausoleum Park. The leaders of the Party and the country represented by Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, Li Tieying, Li Ximing, Jiang
Zhenghua, Song Rengiong, Xiao Ke, Liu Lantao, Mao Zhiyong, Wang Feng, Zhu Guangya, etc, wrote inscriptions in succession, which provided a powerful
driving force for the extension of the mausoleum. People’s Governments of Hunan Province, Yongzhou City and Ningyuan County have given attached great
importance to the extension of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum. So in April, 2004, the 28th Standing Conference of Hunan Provincial People’ s Government
decided on the expansion of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum, and it also resolved to establish Hunan Jiuyi Mountain Emperor Shun Mausoleum Foundation, to
raise money for the preservation and reconstruction. The extension project of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum was successfully completed in April 2008.
After the extension, the Mausoleum of Emperor Shun has taken on a brand-new look. It covers an area of 29 hectare with all auxiliary facilities and
imposing grandeur.

Jiuyi Mountain is a world-famous mountain, and Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum is an imperial cemetery throughout the ages. The ridges, peaks, brooks,
mottled bamboo and white clouds in Jiuyi Mountain have harmonized into pieces of immortal carols. The reconstruction, preservation, worship, respectful
visit, eulogy and glorification of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum, have drawn scrolls of immortal historical paintings. The combination of natural scenery
and human culture has become the Chinese nation’ s eternal memory of Emperor Shun, the primogenitor of humanity. To record those immortal carols
and historical paintings, keep them in the world and pass them down to future generations through photography is the responsibility, duty and glory
of the guardians of Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum. Therefore, Hunan Jiuyi Mountain Emperor Shun Mausoleum Foundation has reached an agreement through
consultation with the Party Committee and People’ s Government of Ningyuan County to edit and publish a large elegant picture album, which can
fully reflect the profound history of Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum, the delicate views and the unique national customs—Jiuyi Mountain. Emperor Shun’ s
Mausoleum. After more than two years’ painstaking efforts, the photographic and editorial work of this album is already done, and this album will
be published very soon. We look forward to the prospect that the publication and distribution of this album would let more people get to know Jiuyi
Mountain and Emperor Shun’s Mausoleum, thus making great new contribution to the promotion of the excellent traditional culture originated from the
ethic ideology that Emperor Shun established, to the agglomeration of the national emotion of the Chinese people both at home and abroad, and to the
peaceful unification of our motherland and to the achievement of great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Hence, this writing serves as the preface.

Wang Keying
April 28, 2012
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The inscription for Emperor Shun’ s Mausoleum by Jiang Zemin,
former General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee, former
Chairman of the country and the Central Military Commission
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