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seneral election
community n.
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ethnic violence

pessimism n.
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A Recent study shows that investors are concerned about
conditions in Kenya. The nation is preparing for general elections in
March 2013. But, the Kenyan business community is showing less
confidence in the health of the country’s economy.

The Kenya Private Sector Alliance and the Synovate research
group reported the findings. Synovate researchers talked to 145
business leaders between July and August. A measure of the leaders’
confidence, or trust, was down 53%. That compares to between
60%~70% a year ago.

Patrick Obath is chairman of the Kenya Private Sector Alliance,
or KEPSA. It represents more than 200 Kenya-based companies.
Patrick Obath says investors” trust has fallen because of recent ethnic
violence and political problems.

“We normally do a survey every six months on the business
community to look at the various indicators that show the way the
economy is going and the kind of fears they have, so this is a regular
thing that we do. But this particular one showed indications that
there is obviously some pessimism about the economy as a result of
the activities that normally lead up to the election.™ (Patrick Obath
said)
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A recent study shows that investors are concerned about conditions in .
A. Canada B. Korea C. Austria D. Kenya
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1. The nation is preparing for general elections in March 2030.

[§)

. Kenyan business community is showing more confidence in the health of the
country’s economy.

2

. Synovate researchers talked to 145 business leaders between July and August.
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What is Patrick Obath'’s attitude towards the condition of investors’ trust?
A. Objective. B. Pessimistic.  C. Positive. D. Subjective.
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bribery n.
i
corruption n.
10
perceive v.
SR, TR
apparent ﬂdj‘
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secretive adj,
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\buse of Power

iIn Many Countries
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A group that brings attention to the issue of corruption says
levels of bribery, abuse of power and secret dealings are still “very
high™ in many countries. Transparency International this week
released its yearly Corruption Perceptions Index. The Berlin-
based group rates 176 countries and territories with a number
from 0 to 100. Bigger numbers are better. The index measures the
perceived, or apparent, level of corruption in a country. The group
uses information from a number of economic sources. They include
the African Development Bank, the World Bank and the World
Economic Forum. Corruption takes many forms. Transparency
International calls it “the abuse of entrusted power for private gain™.
One common form of corruption is bribery: the use of money or gifts to
persuade another person to do something wrong or illegal. Corruption
is not easy to measure because it is secretive. But the World Bank
estimates that about $1 trillion in bribes are paid every year worldwide.
Stealing public money is another form of corruption.

Huguette Labelle 1s chair of Transparency International. She
says the problem of corruption affects millions of people and limits
their ability to get necessary services.

“And in some countries it can be that 50% of the population

had to pay a bribe to gain access to essential services like water,
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education. health. licenses.”

A group of small, developed nations scored highest on the new list. Denmark,
Finland and New Zealand received a rating of 90. Among large nations, the United
States rated 73.

Cteasize s

What are still “very high” in many countries?
A. Levels of bribery.  B. All of them. C. Abuses of power. D. Secret dealings.

(waren Jus COITERODD) &

I. Monetary International this week released its yearly Corruption Perceptions Index.
2. As for the number referring to Corruption Perceptions Index the bigger the better.
3. Corruption is not easy to measure because it 1s difficult to notice.

@ﬁ‘ﬁ%%g 1

What is Huguette Labelle’ s attitude to corruption?
A. Agree. B. Indifferent.  C. Positive. D. Disagree.
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Damascus n.
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available ad).
[
cumin n.
IR, AN
pine nut

M T
almond n.
17wk
essential ad).
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I8 months of conflict in Syria have hurt the country’s economy.
But in the capital, Damascus, a certain level of normalcy exists,
Prices are higher. But goods are still available.

VOA reporter Elizabeth Arrott recently visited Damascus. Her
visit took place under the guidance of a Syrian government official.

She says the Spice Market of Old Damascus is an unusual
sight in a country affected by civil war. Syrian military forces are
striking nearby towns where rebels have support. But in the center of
Damascus, business is good.

One man operates a business once owned by his father and
grandfather. He sells cumin, dried peppers, pine nuts and almonds.

He says work is about the same, but prices have gone up. This
has affected both his customers and business. He is thankful that
supplies are still arriving at his shop. But he says people are cutting
back, and mainly buying only essential goods.

Afif Dala is with the Syrian Ministry of Economy and Trade.
He says Western restrictions on Syria for its violent reaction to
government opponents have caused problems. But the government

has worked to keep business in the capital normal.
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How long has the conflict in Syria hurt the country’s economy?
A. 8 years. B. 2 years. C. 1 year. D. 18 months.

(wamawlma )

I. Syrian military forces are striking nearby towns where rebels have support.
2. He is thankful that supplies are still arriving at his shop. But he says people are
decreasing, and mainly buying only cheap goods.

(S

. Another shopkeeper says business is thriving.

wEmEsdEs )

What is Afif Dala's attitude towards Western restrictions on Syria?

A. Ambiguous. B. Negative. C. Paradox. D. Positive.
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