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The thesis is judiciously organized to provide an orderly structure to
elucidate the development and changes of the Propitious Rituals as they
emerged from the classical Zhouli and their modifications and maturation
under the Han-Wei and Six Dynasties onto the Tang and Northern Song
period. Discontent with the piecemeal efforts of past scholars, the
candidate sought to provide a comprehensive coverage and analysis of the
Propitious Rituals through a two-throng approach. It starts with an
investigation of the Major Sacrifices, Medium Sacrifices and Minor
Sacrifices that formed the vertical structure of the Ji /i, and
complements with a detailed discussion of four rituals that formed the
horizontal dimension of the rituals: Ritual of the Heavenly Deities,
Earth Deities, Human Deities, and Shidian Rituals. A full picture of the
transformed Propitious Rituals through the Tang-Song transition thus
emerges. This well-conceived intelligent design of the thesis is an
outgrowth of the candidate’s long years of study of the ritual systems in
classical and medieval China in the context of political and cultural
history, and the result of his accumulated experience in research skills
and bibliographical search, much of which was enriched during his period
of study in Singapore.
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