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Chapter One
Land and People
Section One
The British Isles and Great Britain

Names and Position

While Reading English books. one is likely to come
across such names as

a)the British Isles;

b)Britain (or Great Britain):

c)England, Scotland, Wales;

d)Northern Ireland;

e)The United Kingdom— — The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

To the west and off the European Continent. there are
several thousands of islands on the continental shelf They
_are generally called the British Isles.Of all the isles.the largest
one is called Great Britain. For the convenience's sake.it is
often shortened to Britain. But officially it is still called great
Britain. It runs neatly 1,000 kilometers from south to north
and extends,at the widest part, about 500 kilometers from
west to east.Its area is about 230,000 square kilometers while
the total area of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland is only a little more than 240.000 square
kilometers with a population of some 56 million.

The island of Great Britain itself however.is divided in—

= ]



to the thrce parts: England in the South,Scotland in the
North.and Wales in the Southewest.

England is the largest and most developed of all the
three. It has an area of more than 130,000 square kilometers
which takes up nearly 60% of the whole island.Its popula-
tion is more than 46 million and makes up 85%of the coun-
try’s whole population. The importance of England is so
great in Britain that some foreigners just say “England”when
they mean Britain.The same is true of the custom of spcaking
of the British pcople as the English, who arc the majority.

Scotland is the sccond largest both in arca and popula-
tion.It is about 78,760 square kilometers,less than 30% of
the whole island,with a population of 5 million, lcss than
onc—tenth of the total population.

Wales is the smallest of the three both in area and popu-
lation.Its arca, 20,700 squarc kilomelters,takes up less than
9% ,while its population, 2.7 million.docs not exceed 5% of
the whole.

The name Great Britain was not applicd to this large is-
land until the 17th century. Its southern part adopted the

name England in the 5th century when groups of invaders
from Northern Europe, traditionally called the Angles,
Saxons,and Jutes,were taking possession of this arca. Their
languagc,the English language,spread far and widc and later
became the official language of the nation;The “Engl-"part
of the word comes from the word Angles while the “—ish”
_part means “belonging to” .The word English means “the
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