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The Tortoiscs® shell™ 1s his house
1€ has to carry it on his buck~ all the
time, so he can never leave home This
wus 3 punishment” from Zeus Jor beiny
lazy, ™ because he reflused * 1o go to Zeus
wedding,

The Tortoiw became very sad when he
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saw other animals move about * freely and
swiftly * He wanted o see the world hike
they dud, but the bouse an his back and his
short legs mude it impossible

Omic day the Turtnse told two ducks s
sadd story

“We can help you to see the world,” sand
the Ducks. "Bite* down hard on this stick
with vour mouth. and we will fly you high
up in the sky so that you can sce the world
®eo matter whal® happerns.® do not speak
Orvou'll regrer® it very badly™*

The Torumse was very pleased * He bt
down on the stick 1s hand as he could. and
the Ducks 1ook hald o cach end and
began to fly into the air The par of Ducks
New high in the <ky. and the Tortolse
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# Chapter 01 R

’.Marfey s Ghost

NREBEFETRASTENEL. EXNEZEDH
&, ELEHNDFMRAREHIZEET, Hxiey
EEARLLTES.

Marley was dead. There is no doubt
about that. The clergyman,* the clerk,*
and the undertaker® all signed a paper
that said he was dead. Scrooge also signed
it. And Scrooge never signed something
that wasn't true. Old Marley was as dead
as a doornail . *



Cﬁa._prcr' o1 ‘Marley's Ghost 3

Did Scrooge know he was dead? Of
course he did. How could he not know?
Scrooge and he were partners* for many
years. Scrooge was his only lawyer,* his
only coworker,* his only friend, and
the only guest at his funeral.* But even
Scrooge was not very sad that he had died.
He was a true businessman* and made
sure that he got a good bargain* for the
price of the funeral.

Anyway, there must be no doubt in
your mind that Marley was dead. If you
do not really believe that he is dead, the
story I will tell you will be less wonderful.
[f you do not believe that someone is
dead, is seeing him stroll* outside at
night still amazing? If you heard his voice

whispering in the wind, would you still be

clergyman n. i clerk n. 55, BR5& undertaker n. 7E{lk
A i as dead as a doornail {R5T7E84 1§T—4#E%ET partner n.
kg, B lawyer n. #JF coworker n. H£E TENA, &1k
# funeraln. Z#%[, 4L businessmann. # A good bargain
WEEE L, HFEE strollv. SBIX, B



4 A Christmas Carol

frightened*?

Both Scrooge and Marley’s names were
still painted on the door of their office
building. Scrooge had never erased* it.
The company was known as Scrooge and
Marleys. Sometimes new customers called
Scrooge by his real name, and sometimes
they called him Marley. He answered to
both names. It was all the same to him.

Oh! But he was a mean,* greedy,* old
SCROOGE*! His heart was as hard as
steel.* There was a coldness inside him
that froze* the tip* of his nose and his
cheeks. It made him walk as straight™ as a
board.* It made his eyes red and his thin
lips blue. It even made his voice sound
scratchy* and cold. He always carried his
own low temperature* with him. He made
his office cold even on the hottest days of
summer, and he never became warm, even

at Christmas.



