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To adhere to the working policy by the publishing industry of inheriting the
history, accumulating the culture, serving the contemporary era, and prospering the
publishing, to strive to launch a major publishing project which shall play an important
role in promoting the socialist advanced culture construction and the progress of
human civilization, and to add the modern treasures to the national cultural treasury
s0 as to leave perennial classic works for the descendants and introduce the Chinese
culture to the world, our publishing house plans and publishes both in English and
Chinese Zraditional 7heatrical Opera of” China — Pupper Animated Classre Theatrrcal
Opera 1extbook for Overseas Contuctus lastrutes.
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The nitanon of this Project 1s strongly supported by the State Administration

of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television and Beijing Municipal Press and
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Publication Bureau, and this Project has been the Project Selected into the Project
Library on Press and Publication Reform and Development by State Administration
of Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television as "The Major Publication Project
on the Culture of Betjing City Going to the World" and Major Publication Project of
"Three One-Hundred" by Capital Publication and Distribution Alliance.
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The Project includes two Books(Volume 1 & 2) and two DVDs(Part 1 & 2). The
Project has selected the most famous 8 classic operas of China — Betjing Opera, Kunqu
Opera, Henan Opera, Cantonese Opera, Yueju Opera, Pingju Opera, Shaanxi Opera,
and Huangmei Opera, and uses either the puppet or diagram to interpret each opera’

origin and development, the types of roles, schools and arts, famous masters, classic

repertoires, etc.
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V.1 of the books introduces the four representative operas in North China —
Beijing Opera, Henan Opera, Shaanxi Opera, and Pingju Opera, while V.2 introduces
the other four representative operas — Kunqu Opera, Yueju Opera, Huangmer Opera,

and Cantonese Opera.
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Part 1 of the discs applies the vivid and lovely image of "Dragon Mike" to
beautifully narrate the origin, development, types of roles and other things of eight
traditional theatrical operas of China. While part 2 of the discs demonstrates the
Chinese theatrical operatic costumes, facial make-ups and the main accompaniment
musical instruments, and selects eight excerpts including 7%e Drunken Beaurr of
Beying Opera, 7%¢ Peony Pavilion of Kunqu Opera, Mu Guimng 7akes Command
of Henan Opera, Goddess Marriage of Huangmei Opera, Executing Chen Shimer
of Shaanxi Opera, 7%¢ Dream of Red Mansrions of Yueju Opera, 7Ze Flower as
the Marchmaker of Pingju Opera, and Zang Botu Falls in Love with Qruxiang of
Cantonese Opera, in the form of puppet animation for the foreign and Chinese

readers to appreciate.
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ZTradrional Theatrrcal Opera of China — Puppet Animated Classie Theatrical
Clpera Textbook for Overseas Contuctus Insatutes will come off the press soon, and
we hope that this project can help the Chinese theatrical opera with its unique charm
go out into the overseas Confucius Institutes and other parts of the world, and let as
many people as possible to share the traditional Chinese theatrical opera the common

heritage of mankind.
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In its retrospect of nearly half a century of the history of an ancient oriental
country, Farewel/ My Concubine, a movie shown in China in 1993, tells about
sorrows and joys of the lives of two Beijing Opera performers. The movie adopted
an epic style with profound connotation of oriental culture, and was awarded with
the top award the Palme d'Or during Festival De Cannes in France in 1993, making
it the only Chinese movie that earned such a special honor. The movie was shown in
many countries and regions all over the world, and enjoyed great reputation in the

whole world.
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Many foreign friends must have watched the film — Azrewel/ My Concubrme.
and they would not only be deeply impressed by Cheng Dieyi, a character who
regards acting as his whole life and fills his entire life with acting, but also be
surprised to see diversified facial make-ups as well as the mystery of a male actor

disguised in female attire in the opera. This is Beijing Opera, a genre which takes



the top position among more than three hundred local operas throughout China in
terms of plays. troupes. well-known actors, and audience as well as its influence.
Nowadays. Beijing Opera. Chinese paintings, and traditional Chinese medicine have

been honored as "Three Quintessential Cultures of China".
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When it comes to the origin of Beijing Opera, we should firstly talk about
Anhui Opera( Anhui-style Opera). Anhui Opera was performed by Anhui troupes
sponsored by merchants from Anhui province, concentrating mostly in Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provinces with Yangzhou city as the center. Anhui Opera required
the actors to be capable of both acting and fighting, namely be good at singing,
recitative(the dialogue with musical effect), acting(the body movements with
dancing effect) and acrobatic fighting(the martial art and acrobatics). Different
roles in Anhui Opera boast their own styles and respective techniques. among
which Dan(the female role) once enchanted the audience with unpredictable
fingering dexterity in an early stage while dazzling the audience with skillful
sleeve movements in the mid and late stage; Jing(the male role with strong
personality and outstanding look) expressed the character's coarse and rough
anger by putting up his hands over his head when first appearing on the stage as if

he was lifting a heavy weight, splaying his fingers like a tiger paw. and vocalizing
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