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Weather
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Part I Warming-up Exercises

Section A Useful Words and Expressions

damp adj. BHEH slippery adj. \®H, XHEK
stormy adj . XK, ZREK showers n. BEFE, W&
humid adj. FEFHEIRA mild WA, BERH
weatherman S5 5 thunderstorm [ ] H#
hurricane M&X, FEX temperature & &

climatologist SME¥%K, ML¥K

It’s raining again.

I hope it clears up soon.

Why don’t we get some coffee to warm up?

The air was hot and still.

The sky grew dark all of a sudden.

Big drops of rain began to fall.

The Atlantic Ocean was strangely calm.

Droughts and flooding attacked parts of the tropics.

Even the semi-desert state of Arizona did not escape the flood.

They need heavy wool or fur clothing during the winter.
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The climate is pleasantly warm during the winter.
Fall temperatures are pleasantly cool.
[t affects the world’s weather systems more than any other phe-

nomenon except the seasons.

Section B Sentence Dictation
Direction: Listen to the tape and write down each sentence. Each

sentence will be read three times .

OIS

Part I Conversation Practice

Section A
Directions: In this section you will hear 10 short conversations. At
the end of each conversation , a question will be asked
about what was said . Choose the best answer from the
four suggested answers marked A), B), C), and D).
1. A) Cold but sunny.
B) Cold and windy.
C) Cold and damp.
D) Cold but not damp.
2. A) She asks whether it is going to snow.
B) She asks whether the man has talked with the weatherman.
C) She asks whether the man watched TV last night.
D) She asks what’s the weather going to be like tomorrow.



. A) He doesn’t like it.

B) He is looking forward to it.

C) He likes it very much.

D) He enjoys snowy weather.

. A) It can clean the air.

B) It can bring water to the dry areas.

C) People can have a lot of fun.

D) Both A) and C).

. A) It is welcome.

B) It is lucky.

C) It is hopeful.

D) It will bring a good harvest.

. A) As cold and damp as here.

B) As cold but not as damp here.

C) As damp but not as cold here.

D) The same.

. A) Because they enjoy the pleasant weather.
B) Because they can have a good time.

C) Because they are busy getting in the crops.
D) Because they can work in pleasant weather.
. A) Sitting in the sun.

B) Going swimming.

C) Going fish.

D) Going out.

. A) Windy.

B) Windy and warm.

C) Windy but cold.

D) Warm and not windy.
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10. A) The high will be 9C and the low will be —2T.
B) The high will be 2T and the low will be —2T.
C) The high will be 2C and the low will be —9T.
D) The high will be —2T and the low will be —9T.

Section B

Conversation One

1. Directions: In this section, you will hear a short conversation
once. Listen to the conversation carefully and de-
cide whether the following statements you hear on
the tape are True or False.

npe H)Y2C ) HC ) HC ) HC )

2. Directions: Listen to the conversation again and fill in the
blanks with the exact words and expressions you
have just heard .
Tom: It’s raining again.
Mary: Yeah, it rainsa lot herein1) .
Tom: I hope it clears up soon. We are going to have a2)  to-
morrow.
Mary: I heard the3)  this morning. It said that there’s4)
showers tomorrow.
Tom: That’s too bad. What's the C5)  forecast?
Mary: The high is 38 and the low is 29T .
Tom: Oh, no. I hate the weather here. It’s getting 6) .
Mary: What's the weather like in your 7) 7
Tom: It’s not as humid and 8)  as here.

Mary: Is there much 9) in winter?



Tom: No, not much. The winter is usually 10)
Mary: Well, which is the best 11) ?
Tom: The fall, I think. The air is 12) and the weather is 13)
. The sky is always 14) . It is really 15) .
Conversation Two
1. Directions: Listen to the conversation and choose the best answer
to each question you hear from the tape.
1) A) It’s sunny.
B) It’s snowy.
C) It’s rainy.
D) It’s windy.
2) A) For more than 15 minutes.
B) For only 10 minutes.
C) For more than 10 minutes.
D) For only 15 minutes.
3) A) About two inches.
B) About four inches.
C) About three inches.
D) About six inches.
4) A) In a law office.
B) In a travel agency.
C) In a company.
D) In a building.
5) A) Both the woman and the man hate winter.
B) There are more than three inches of snow on the ground.
C) The woman’s office is not far from the bus stop.

D) The bus comes exactly when they get their coffee.
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2. Directions: In this section, you will hear the conversation a-
gain . Fill in the blanks with the exact words and
expressions you have just heard .

: Oh, if only the bus would come soon! What a freezing day!

:1) 7

: It feels like hours, but I guess I've only been here for about 2)

=X =

<

: That’s terrible, especially in such weather, 3) .

W:4) . It was sunny this morning and the weatherman said we
have light rain, but?

M: I doubt the weather report since it started to snow. The weather

forecast said 5)  but we’ve got at least three inches already.

My shoes are full of snow.

W: Well, 6) . Remember last year when they predicted four
" inches of snow and we 7) had four feet?
M: I had the same thing in New York last year. 8) , but when

we woke up, guess what? We had six inches of snow and it was
s09)  that I didn’t go to work that day.

: By the way, what do you do?

: I work in a 10) . And you?

: I'm a lawyer. My office is 11)

L £ =

: Oh, that’s where I've seen you before. I work in the same
building. Stop in and have a cup of coffee sometimes.

: I wish I had a cup of coffee right now.

g =

: Well, we’re standing right 12) . Why don't we get some
coffee to warm up?
W : That sounds great. Oh, look, here comes the bus. Thanks any-

way.



M: That’s okay. Another time.

Section C Oral Practice

Some adjectives can be used to describe the weather. Please
give as many as possible and then make a sentence with each one of
the adjectives to describe the weather in certain season .
Suggested adjectives :
sunny, clear, cloudy, stormy, hot, warm, cold, freezing,

snowy, windy, wet, rainy, dry, bright, foggy, etc.
Part T Passage Practice

Passage One
1. Directions: In this part, you will hear a passage. After the
passage, you will be asked some questions. You
will hear the passage and the questions about it just
one time. Listen carefully and choose the best an-
swer from the four choices marked A), B), C),
and D).
1) A) While Pat was at school.
B) In the middle of the afternoon.
C) At noon.
D) At about 2 a. m.
2) A) Resting.
B) Reading.
C) Cooking.
D) Writing.
3) A) No more than three hours.
B) Exactly three hours.
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C) Less than three hours.
D) More than three hours.
4) A) They were blown out of the window by the wind.
B) They were blown all over the floor by the wind.
C) They were blown out of the door by the wind.
D) They were blown into the kitchen by the wind.
5) A) It was wrecked (B3R ) by the strong wind.
B) It was wrecked by the thunder.
C) It was wrecked by a falling tree.
D) It was wrecked by the rain.
2. Directions: Listen to the passage for the second time and write
True or False for each statement you hear .
D ) 2)( ) 3)C )
Passage Two :
Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each
question you hear .
1. A) It experienced seven or eight hurricanes.
B) It suffered from storms between July and November.
C) It was attacked by one hurricane which brought unusual dam-
age.
D) It was strangely calm during the usually stormy months.
2. A) It brought droughts and flooding to the tropics.
B) It attacked the Pacific with storms.
C) It brought great damage to the eastern states of the Americ-
as.
D) It flooded the semi-desert state of Arizona.
3. A) Christ.
B) Santa Claus.
C) Christmas.



D) The children.
4. A) Every five years.
B) Every two to five years.
C) Every seven years.
D) Every two to seven years.
5. A) The El Nino.
B) Any other phenomenon.
C) Hurricanes.
D) Seasons.
Passage Three
Direction: Listen to the passage carefully and answer the following
questions .
1. Is there less difference between summer and winter on the west

coast than on the east coast?

2. What is the climate in the southwest?

3. How do people in the cold parts of the U. S. get fresh fruits and

vegetables in the winter?

4. Are summer and winter temperatures the same or different in the

eastern part of the United States?

5. Is the climate of the north central states like the climate of the

western part of the United States?

6. What is the meaning of the sentence: Americans “send their cli-
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mates” to people in other states?

Part N Speaking Tasks

Here are some sentences and structures that you may find useful in

completing the speaking tasks .

1.

oo

Spring is a delightful season. The temperature is moderate. The
blooming trees and flowers make the city bright with color.
Take a sweater with you in case it rains.

Winter is too cold here. So don’t come here in winter.

There is a lot of rain in summer and snow in winter.

The climate there is mild all year round.

There are few days with freezing temperature.

Summer is longer and hotter in my hometown than here in

Xi'an.

. It seems that the snow will last forever.

9. I like snow. The scenery is beautiful in the snowy winter.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

It’s an awful day,isn’t it?

Isn’t this wind awful?

My hometown is not far from Xi’an. So the weather there is
just the same as that in Xi’an.

I have never seen snow before I came to Xi’an. It is not cold
and never snow in my hometown.

In England the weather is changeable. So people talk a lot about
weather.

Weather forecast is necessary for me to make correct decisions,
for example, if I should take an umbrella with me when I go to

school.



