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Editors’ Note

With the prospect of more and more people learning
Chinese in their home countries, the need has arisen for new
and more interesting Chinese teaching materials in institutes
outside China that provide education in the Chinese language
and culture, especially in over 200 Confucius Institutes that
have been founded recently in different parts of the world.
We are proud to present Textbooks for Confucius Institutes,
compiled by the Institute for International Students, Nanjing
University, and published separately by the Beijing Language
and Culture University Press and the Shanghai Foreign Lan-
guage Education Press.

Chinese Culture Reader Series for Confucius Institutes,
a set of twelve 150-page pocketbooks, introduce some basic
facts abou’ Chinese culture, such as ancient philosophical
aphorisms, idioms, myths, fables, historical anecdotes, po-
ems and proverbs, for foreign learners of Chinese. Each entry
is comprised of a Chinese text in the original, a pinyin, a con-
temporary Chinese version, an English translation,
explanations, questions, notes (if necessary) and illustrations.

This set aims to help foreign learners of Chinese to ac-
quire a better understanding of Chinese culture by getting
them acquainted with traditional Chinese wisdom that, as we
see it, still makes sense in the contemporary context.
Meanwhile, this set also provides beginner-level Chinese read-
ing materials, including pieces that we believe to be useful

and interesting. However, it should be pointed out that the




excerpts in the entries are used principally for the purpose of
helping the users learn some Chinese and may fall short as
vehicles of the original ideas of the authors.

In compiling this set of books, we have been given whole-
hearted support by the Department of Chinese and the
Confucius Institute at the University of Melbourne, Australia;
the East Asia School and the Confucius Institute at the Uni-
.versity of Sheffield, Britain; the Confucius Institute at the
University of Waterloo, Canada; the Confucius Institute in
Atlanta, and Brigham Young University, U.S.A. We would
also like to express our gratitude to Prof. David Holm, Direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute and Dean of the Department of
Chinese at the University of Melbourne, Prof. David Honey
of Brigham Young University, and Dr. Sarah Dauncey, Deputy
Director of the Confucius Institute at the University of
Sheffield, for their help in revising the English translations,
and to Prof. Li Yan, Director of the Confucius Institute at the
University of Waterloo, Prof. Tang Jianqing, Deputy Direc-
tor of the Confucius Institute at the University of Waterloo,
and Prof. Cai Rong, at Emory University and Director of the
Confucius Institute in Atlanta, for their valuable suggestions.

The Editors
Nanjing University, China
March 2008
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Confucius

Confucius (551-479 BC) was a great thinker and phi-
losopher of the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 BC).
He was born in today’s Qufu, Shandong Province. He spent
most of his life teaching his disciples in his own philosophi-
cal ideas later known collectively as Confucianism. He was
the first to run a private academy in China and reputedly had
3,000 disciples. His ideas and stories were recorded in the
Analects of Confucius, compiled by his disciples. His phi-
losophy is centered on the core value of benevolence and
has deeply influenced the Chinese and their culture.
Confucius has been revered as the Greatest Sage and the

Model Teacher of the Centuries.
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