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Unit 1 /

What Is College?

Part One Learn to Say

A

Brooklyn: Did you go to a university?

Justin: Yes, I graduated with a BA in English from Qingdao University.

Brooklyn: When did you graduate?

Justin: Just a few years ago. What about you?

Brooklyn: I just graduated from high school.

Justin; Are you planning on going to university?

Brooklyn: I'd like to get a BA. but I don’t know where I should go.

Justin: Have you applied anywhere yet?

Brooklyn: Yes, I've applied to four universities and have been accepted into all of
them.

Justin: Congratulations! Which one costs the least?

Brooklyn: The tuition is the same for all of them.

Justin: Which one has the most interesting courses?

Brooklyn: I think the courses at Leeds University are interesting, but I think the ones
at Manchester University would be more practical.

Justin: Where would you like to be located?

Brooklyn: I'd really like to be in London, but it’s the most expensive city in England
to live in, so I don’t know if I can afford to live there.

Justin: Have you applied for grants or financial aid of some sort?

Brooklyn: Not yet.

Justin: 1 think you should do that as soon as possible. It will help you make a deci-

sion about which university to go to.



Brooklyn: That's a good idea.
Justin: Good luck!

B

Victoria: What do you think of studying abroad?

Lan: I think it’s a great idea. Studying abroad will bring you plenty of new opportu-
nities. Are you planning on going abroad?

Victoria: Yes. I am studying for my IELTS right now.

Lan: Which country do you want to go to?

Victoria: I'd like to study in the UK, but it’s really expensive.

Lan: Have you applied to any universities there?

Victoria: Yes, I received a conditional offer from Oxford University a few days ago.

Lan: Congratulations! That’s excellent news! What do you have to do to get an un-
conditional offer?

Victoria: I have to get an IELTS score of 7.5 overall. Do you think I can do that?

Lan: If you study hard, I don’t see why you can’t. Have you received any other of-
fers?

Victoria: [ was also accepted into Yale University, and Sydney University.

Lan: If you're worried about money, the cost of living in America is the lowest.
However, if you go to Oxford University, you’ll probably be able to get any job you want
in the future.

Victoria: I just can’t decide where to go. It’s not an easy decision to make.

Lan: If I were you, I'd apply for some scholarships and grants before 1 decide.
Whatever you do, I know you’'ll succeed.

I . Good Taste
1. Read the two dialogues above.

2. Make a dialogue with the expressions from A and B.

I . Deep Experience

il many times, but he isn't a failure until he begins to blame |

—J. Burroughs (American naturalist)

1. What do you think of the quotation above?
2. What dreams did you have for your college education? How are you planning on

them? Have a talk with your partner about it.



3. Since you have been accepted into this school, what is your thinking in the next
three years?

Il. Compound Dictation

Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. You are required to
fill in the blanks numbered from 1 to 8 with the exact words you have just heard. For
blanks numbered from 9 to 11 you are required to fill in the missing information. For

these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the

main points in your own words.

Today we are going to practice evaluating the main tool used when addressing
groups—the (1) . There are three main elements that combine to create
either a positive or negative (2) for listeners. They can (3)
in a voice that is pleasing to listen to and can be used effectively, or they can create a voice
that doesn’t hold the attention, or even worse causes an (4) reaction. The
three elements are volume, pitch and pace.

When talking about volume, keep in mind that a good speaker will adjust to the size

of both the room and the audience. Of course, with an (5) device like a
microphone, the speaker can use a (6) tone. But speaker should not be
(7 on it. A good speaker can speak loudly without shouting.

The second element—pitch—is related to the highness and lowness of the sounds.
High pitches are for most people more difficult to listen to, so in general, the speaker
should use the lower (8) of the voice. (9)

The third element, pace—this is how fast or slow words and sounds are articulated—
should also be varied. (10)

Pauses ought to be used to signal transitions or create anticipation. It can be very effective

when moving from one topic to another (11)

Part Two Read and Think

Text
What Is University Education? Vocabulary Ocean

If then a practical end must be assigned to a Univer-

sity course, I say it is that of training good members of



society. Its art is the art of social life, and its end is fit-
ness for the world.

It neither confines its views to particular professions
on the one hand, nor creates heroes or inspires genius
on the other.

Works indeed of genius fall under no art; heroic

minds come under no rule; a university is not a birth-

place of poets or of immeortal authors, of founders of
schools, leaders of colonies, or conquerors of nations.

It does not promise a generation of Aristotles or
Newtons, of Napoleons or Washingtons, of Raphaels
or Shakespeares, though such miracles of nature it has
before now contained within its precincts.

Nor is it content on the other hand with forming the
critic or the experimentalist, the economist or the engi-
neer, although such too it includes within its scope.

But a university training is the great ordinary means
to a great but ordinary end; it aims at raising the intel-
lectual tone of society, at cultivating the public mind,
at purifying the national taste, at supplying true princi-
ples to popular enthusiasm and fixed aims to popular as-
piration, at giving enlargement and sobriety to the ideas
of the age, at facilitating the exercise of political power,
and refining the intercourse of private life.

It is the education which gives a man a clear, con-
scious view of his own opinions and judgments, a truth
in developing them, an eloquence in expressing them.
and a force in urging them.

It teaches him to see things as they are, to go right
to the point, to disentangle a skein of thought, to detect
what is sophistical, and to discard what is irrelevant.

It prepares him to fill any post with credit, and to
master any subject with facility.

It shows him how to accommodate himselfl to oth-
ers, how to throw himself into their state of mind, how
to bring before them his own, how to influence them,
how to come to an understanding with them, how to

bear with them.



He is at home in any society; he has common
ground with every class; he knows when to speak and

when to be silent; he is able to converse; he is able to

listen; he can ask a question, and gain a lesson seasona-

bly, when he has nothing to impart himself; he is ever

ready, yet never in the way; he is a pleasant compan-

ion, and a comrade you can depend upon; he knows
when to be serious and when to trifle, and he has a sure
tact which enables him to trifle with gracefulness and to '
be serious with effect.
He has the repose of a mind which lives in itself,
while it lives in the world, and which has resources for

its happiness at home when it cannot go abroad. .

He has a gift which serves him in public, and sup-
ports him in retirement, without which good fortune is
but vulgar, and with which failure and disappointment

have a charm.

The art which tends to make a health, though it is
less susceptible of method. and less tangible. less cer-

tain, less complete in its result.

IV. Challenge Yourself

Questions Total Your Score
How many boldfaced words do you know previously? 40
Are there any other words you are not familiar with? 10
Can you translate the two underlined sentences? 10
How many other sentences are there that you can't understand? 20
Can you retell the passage in your own words after reading? 20
A B (& D E Your Grade
90~100 80~89 70~79 60~69 0~59

YV . Translation

1. Works indeed of genius fall under no art; heroic minds come under no rule.

2. It aims at raising the intellectual tone of society, at cultivating the public mind, at
purifying the national taste, at supplying true principles to popular enthusiasm and fixed
aims to popular aspiration, at giving enlargement and sobriety to the ideas of the age, at

facilitating the exercise of political power, and refining the intercourse of private life.



3. It teaches him to see things as they are, to go right to the point, to disentangle a
skein of thought, to detect what is sophistical, and to discard what is irrelevant.

4. Tt shows him how to accommodate himself to others, how to throw himself into
their state of mind, how to bring before them his own, how to influence them, how to
come to an understanding with them, how to bear with them.

5. He is a pleasant companion, and a comrade you can depend upon; he knows when
to be serious and when to trifle, and he has a sure tact which enables him to trifle with

gracefulness and to be serious with effect.

6. He wrote to say (AT T TR AR T — 10 T4
7. There’s a man at the reception desk who seems very angry and 1 think he means
CRRERBRBD .

8. T would (AEYFIEER) a court of law if T hadn’t been so
desperate.

9. This popular sports car GETEA 2 H3k) out at the rate of
a thousand a week.

10. Mark often G 2B 51 3%) whenever he breaks traffic
regulations.

V. English Salon

Topic 1

Why parents would prefer to home school their children?

Topic 2

What are the advantages of traditional Chinese education that you think should be pas-

sed on to the next generation?
Topic 3
Do you think that having a 9-year compulsory schooling is enough to have a bright fu-

ture?

VI. Rational Debate

To get a satisfactory job is so difficult for so many graduates today that many people

think it is not worth going to college. What’s your idea for that? State your reasons.

ét worth going to college?>

A B

Yes > < No
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