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Preface

China’s reintegration into the global economic system raises issues of
intercultural communication. Economic terms inevitably have social and historical
connotations which are difficult for the uninitiated to understand. These difficulties
are compounded by variant economic philosophies.

This Dictionary of New Economic Terms Used in Contemporary China is designed
to provide a needed reference tool for those engaged in China trade and research.
This specialised reference tool is also useful for interpreters, translators and students
of Chinese language in general.

The publication is a product of cross-cultural cooperation between Deakin
University of Victoria, Australia, and the Institute of Industrial Economics of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing, China.

The Dictionary contains over four hundred technical terms currently in common
use. Most of them are terms coined since the adoption of liberal economic policies,
though some originated in the 1950s and 1960s. The selection also includes some
economic terms of Western origin which have acquired somewhat altered Chinese
meanings.

It is beyond the scope of this preface to go into the etymology of individual
terms. Generally speaking, new terms are coined to describe new situations, often
starting out as reference to specific economic conditions and subsequently being
generalised to the wider economic scene. Their currency is related to a rapidly
changing economic environment. This dictionary is a snapshot of a particular time
period, from the 1980s to the present. Language and economic practice are in constant
flux and new terms are continually being coined. The editors acknowledge the need
for periodic updating and revision.

We take this opportunity to express our appreciation of the generous support of
this project from the Victorian Education Foundation in Australia. Many colleagues
have contributed ideas, but responsibility for the text remains our own.

The Editors
1993
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