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49 SEVEN WONDERS OF THE MODERN WORLD

Seven Wonders of the
Modern World

Picking Wonders
ong ago, scholars selected the seven greatest works built
Lby human beings—the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
These wonders honored the courage and power to do things people
thought couldn’t be done. The Great Pyramid of Egypt is the only
Ancient Wonder still standing.
Hundreds of years later, a group of engineers asked experts

around the world to select seven new wonders. Their list of Modern
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€ SEVEN WONDERS OF THE MODERN WORLD

Wonders honored the same ideas as the Ancient Wonders.
e Channel 7unne/ (England/France)
e Netherlands North Sea Protection Works (Netherlands)
* Canadian National Tower (Toronto, Canada)
¢ Empire State Building (New York City, United States)
* Golden Gate Bridge (San Francisco, United States)
® Panama Canal (Panama)
e |taipti Dam (Brazil/Paraguay)
Channel Tunnel

Let’s start in England and France. Imagine traveling 31 miles
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THE UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY

through an underwater tunnel at c/ose 7o 100 miles per hour. The
Channel Tunnel, or Chunnel, provides speedy travel between
England and France. The trip takes about 20 minutes.

People had dreamed of this tunnel for years. The work was hard
and risky. It took about 13,000 people from_1987 to 1994 to build
three tunnels a total of 95 miles long. First, workers dug huge chunks
of chalk and clay from the bottom of the English Channel. Then they
built the tunnels under the water!

Passengers can now ride through the Chunnel in buses and cars
that are loaded onto the widest trains ever built. One tunnel allows

train travel from England to France while a second allows travel in
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4 SEVEN WONDERS OF THE MODERN WORLD

the opposite direction. The third tunnel is a service tunnel used for
repairs and emergencies.

A couple of years after the Chunnel opened, a fire started in one
of the tunnels. A fire could have killed many, but the Channel Tunnel
had plans for emergencies.

People were taken off the train and led to the tunnel used for
repairs and emergencies. Some people became sick from the
smoke and were taken to the hospital. However, no one died or was
seriously hurt. The safety plans saved the day.

Netherlands North Sea Protection Works

Now let’s travel north from France to the Netherlands, where
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THE UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY

much of the land is below sea level. During storms, floods destroyed
homes and farmland. In the early 1900s, the Dutch suffered the
effects of war and terrible storms. Food shortages were a problem.
They decided to find new ways to protect the land and people from
the sea.

In 1927, the people started to build the North Sea Protection
Works. They dammed areas along the coast to create lakes and
farmland.

Floodwalls keep surges of water during storms from flooding the
land.

But other areas couldn’t be dammed. More dams would hurt

the country’s shipping industry and wildlife 725/72/s, So they built a
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@ SEVEN WONDERS OF THE MODERN WORLD

floodwall unlike any other. The wall was built with g/an! gates that
stay open when the sea is calm. This allows ships to come and go
and keeps the wildlife safe. During storms, the gates can be- closed
to prevent flooding.

The North Sea Protection Works gave the Dutch over one-half
million acres of land for farming, livestock, and homes. The people
also gained protection from floods.

Canadian National Tower

Next we cross the Atlantic Ocean from the Netherlands to Toronto,
Canada, where visitors can stand on an observation deck of the
Canadian National, or CN, Tower and see Niagara Falls, about 85
miles away. Over 1,800 feet high, the tower is the tallest eesianding

structure in the worid.
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THE UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY

In the 1960s, Toronto had built many tall buildings. Many were
so tall they blocked radio and television signals. The city needed a
tower tall enough so that no building could block signals coming
from it. Plans were drawn up for the CN Tower.

Building something so tall was not easy. Workers used insiruments
on planes flown over the CN Tower to make sure it was straight.
Builders used a helicopter to place the anienna at the tower’s top.
Around the tower’s base, they constructed a four-level observation
deck that was lifted into place high above the ground when it was
finished. The top level, Skypod, is the highest public observation

deck in the world.
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€ SEVEN WONDERS OF THE MODERN WORLD

The Tower is a popular tourist attraction. On the bottom observation
level, The Glass Floor, visitors walk on a see-through surface and

look down at the city below.

Empire State
} c olalc

Building
We move southeast of the CN Tower to the Empire State Building
in the United States. Started in 1930, it was the tallest building of its
time and rose in the New York City skyline in one year and 45 days.
Construction began during the Great Depression. Many people
were looking for jobs, so they didn’t mind the danger and hard work
of building it so quickly. They built four and one-half floors a week,

and put together the 58,000-ton frame in less than a month.
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THE UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY

The 1,250-foot tall, 102-story building became a New York City
landmark. It has 73 elevators, 1,860 steps, and 6,500 windows.
People come from around the world to see the city from the
observation deck.

Golden Gate Bridge

Traveling to the west coast of the United States, we find the
Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. Local residents wanted a
bridge across the narrow waterway between San Francisco Bay and
the Pacific Ocean. After 65 years of planning, construction started in
1933, providing jobs during the Great Depression.

Men worked on towers 746 feet above the water. That’s a little
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more than half the height of the Empire State Building. The men
worked with thick cab/es in bundles a yard wide. They worked in the
cold, fog, and wind, and with the constant danger of falling. In fact,
11 men fell to their deaths while working on the bridge.

To build this type of bridge, workers first had to construct tall
towers. Then they strung really strong and thick cables between the
towers. The floor, or deck, of the bridge was hung from the cables.
The cables were secured, or held in place, at each end of the bridge.

You can see the thousands of wires inside the cable being walked

on (top) in the cross-section above.
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