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The theme of this year’'s World
Tourism Day, “ Tourism-linking cul-
tures”, highlights the powerful role of
tourism in building international under-
standing and mutual respect.

There is no better way to learn a-
bout a new culture than to experience it
first-hand. Tourism offers a wonderful
connecting thread between visitor and
host community. It promotes dialogue
and interaction. Such contact between
people of different backgrounds is the
very foundation for tolerance. In a
world struggling for peaceful coexis-
tence, tourism can build bridges and
contribute to peace.

World Tourism Day is an opportu-
nity to reflect on the importance of
tourism to global well-being. As we
travel, let us engage with other cul-
tures and celebrate human diversity.
On this observance, let us recognize
tourism as a force for a more tolerant,

open and united world.
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UNWTO World Tourism Day / 27 September
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