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UNIT 1

GENERAL

LESSON 1

International Civil Aviation Organization

On 17 December 1903, in North Carolina, a frail structure
of metal, wood and fabric struggled into the air and carried a
single passenger 260 metres. This was the first recorded flight by
a heavier-than-air powered machine, but it was also the culmi-
nation of experiments made by men of many nations during the
previous century. For even at the moment of its birth, the aero-
plane was a creation of no one nation or of no one technology.
Today, little more than 90 years later, the international charac-
ter of air transport is self-evident. The scheduled airlines of the
world now carry more than 1,000 million passengers and fly
much more than 10,000 million kilometres. The world is en-
veloped by a network of air routes. The air has become a high-
way for world commerce.

This development of the aeroplane into a major instrument
of transport has brought with it international problems—the co-
ordination of techniques and laws, the dissemination of technical
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and economic information—far beyond the ability of individual
governments to solve. The need for safety and regularity in air
transport involves the necessity of building AErOx , of set-
ting up navigation aids and of establishing weather reporting sys-
tems. The standardization of operational practices for interna-
tional services is of fundamental importance, so that there may
be no error caused by misunderstanding or inexperience. The
establishment of such standards, standards for rules of the air,
for air traffic control, for personnel licensing, for the design of
aerodromes and for so many details of prime importance to air
safety, all require more than national action.

The aims and objectives of ICAO? are to develop the prin-
ciples and techniques of international air navigation and to foster
the planning and development of international air transport so as
to: a) ensure the safe and orderly growth of international civil
aviation throughout the world; b) encourage the arts of aircraft
design and operation for peaceful purposes; c¢) encourage the
development of airways, airports, and air navigation facilities for
international civil aviation; d) meet the needs of the peoples of
the world for safe, regular, efficient and economical air trans-
port; e) prevent economic waste caused by unreasonable compe-
tition; f) ensure that the rights of Contracting States are fully re-
spected and that every Contracting State has a fair opportunity to
operate international éirlin&s; g) avoid discrimination between
Contracting States; h) promote safety of flight in international

air navigation; i) promote generally the development of all as-
2



pects of international civil aeronautics.

% [CAO has a sovereign body, the Assembly, and a gov-
eming body, the Council. The Assembly meets at least once in
three years and is convened by the Council. Each Contracting
State is entitled to one vote and decisions of the Assembly are
taken by a majority of the votes cast except when otherwise pro-
vided in the Convention. At this session the complete work of
the Organization in the technical, economic, legal and technical
assistance fields is reviewed in detail and guidance given to the
other bodies of ICAO for their future work.

* The Council is a permanent body responsible to the As-
sembly and is composed of 33 Contracting States elected by the
Assembly for a three-year term. In the election, adequate repre-
sentation is given to States of chief importance in air trar:s4port,
States not otherwise included which make the largest contribution
to the provision of facilities for civil air navigation and States not
otherwise included whose designation will ensure that all the ma-
jor geographic areas of the world are represented on the Council.

The Council, the Air Navigation Commission, the Air
Transport Committee, the Committee on Joint Support of Air
Navigation Services and the Finance committee, provide the
continuing direction of the work of the Organization. One of the
major duties of the Council is to adopt International Standards
and Recommended Practices and to incorporate these as Annexes
to the Convention on International Civil Aviation. The Council
may act as an arbiter between Contracting States on matters con-
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ceming aviation and implementation of the Convention; it may
investigate any situation which presents avoidable obstacles to
the development of international air navigation and, in general,
it may take whatever steps are necessary to maintain the safety
and regularity of operation of international air transport.
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