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s one of the world-renowned metropolises of cultural
Aigniﬂconca Beijing boasts numerous cultural
sights. Besides the resplendent Imperial Polace and the
magnificent Great Wall that top the list of local fourist
attractions, fraditional hufongs (alleys of lanes fypical in
Beijing) that are scattered around the city are also worthy
of visiting, and a stroll of those namow lanes may bring
forth everlasting aftertaste,

The history of Beijing’s hufongs can date back 10
the Tang Dynasty (618-907), when the city was still called
Youzhou. The construction of Autongs continued throughout
the next centuries, from the Liao (907-1125] to the Qing
(1644-1911) dynasties. According to the stipulafion of the
Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368), a hufong should be six steps
(approx. 9.3 meters) wide, and a strest 12 steps (opprox.
18.6 meters) wide. The Xjin Records. wiitten by Xlong
Mengxiang in the late Yuan period, reveals that the Yuan
capital, Dadu, had 384 streets and 29 hutongs,” which
indicates that the number of hutongs was very limited at
the time.

Hutongs witnessed a rapid growth during the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644). Historical records show that af
the time, Beiing had 1,170 narrow lanes, of which 459
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were called hufongs. In the Qing Dynasty, the number
of hutongs was further expanded. The Records of the
Streers and Lanes in the Capital reveals that in the late
Qing period, Beliing had a total of 2,207 hufongs, of
which most were merely expansions or adjustments
based on the orginal lanes. Therefore, the layout of
those hutongs was similar to that of the Ming period. By
1949, the number of hufongs in old Beijing had reached
3,073. (According to Bejiing Jiucheng Hutong 8iangian
Dicocha, or A Survey of the Vicissitudes of Hutongs in
Bejjing OId City.)

Traditional courtyards, known as ‘sheyuan” amongst
locals, are crucial components of hufongs Historically.,
siheyuan served as primary residences of Beijing people
A typical siheyuan is a courtyard enclosed by bulldings
in four directions, including the main hall in the north
two wing-rooms in the east and west sides, and the
south house. Such a design makes it an ideal obode
The separate buildings in four sides are connecied
by corridors, which enable dwellers to conveniently
reach from one to another; The bounding walls ensure
privacy and create o tranquil yard for the family to enjoy
themselves; And residents can lead an easygoing life by
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growing foliage plants and cultiveting golden fish and
bitds In the spacious courtyard. An old saying portrays an
image about how local residents live in their sheyuan: A
shaft of sunlignt

shines through the plastic sunshade and
spotights a gloss fishbowl, and under the shade of a
pomegranate free, on old man and his gianddaughter
fake a rest, while a fat dog lies aside

In Beijing, traditional hutongs not only serve as
frioffic links, but e veins closely connected to local life
They are like o folklore museum thaot displays the historic
changes thiroughout fime and the evolution of local life
Almost each birick or tile in Aufongs ever witnessed the
simple happiness of ordinary people and the paolitical
conflicts between arstociats.

This alburn presents readets the maost representative
hutongs in Beling. Most of our photographers grew up
in hutongs. so they bear a special feeling towards the
hutongs wheis they spent their childhood. Through their
lens, one can leam every aspect of Beiing’s hutongs
These francuil fufongs may evoke a reminiscence of the

past. In the shade of old scholar frees, one can feel the

new charm of the anclent capital
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WEom @ bird's eye view, one can
see Beijing’s north-south axis extends
7.8 kilometers frorm the Yongding Gate
to the Bell and Drum Towers, with the
Forbidden City as the center There are
several wide streets in paralliel with the
axis, as well as many narow hutongs
running east-west across 1he axis
Those streets and hufongs together
comprise the grid-shapead tcad
network of Beiling. which is dotted with
ancient watchtowers, altars, femples,
and mansions.

Beijing's hufongs have enthralled
countless tourisis from home and
abroad. Perhaps some wonder why
they are so affractive For foreigners,
the charm of hutongs lies in thei
architectural style featuring traditional
bricks and tiles, and the pristine lifestvie
that they represent are also cppealing.
Chinese tourists may be more affracted
by local culture with strong Beijing fiavor.

which can evoke a reminiscence of
heir beloved hometowns

A stroll in fraditional hutongs may
feel like roaming in dream: Ancient
temples and white pagodas stand
along with franguil. narow alleys; Gate
towers decorated with stone piers and
backed with screen walls are reminders
of local life: Skyscraping scholar trees
have witnessed the ups and downs that
the old hufongs underwent...

Today, in Beiiing’s hutongs, ons
rmay still see kites flving in the sky, flocks
of doves hovering to the sound of
whistle blowing, and peddlers shouting
all the way to attract the attention of
cusfomers.

The charm of hufongs differs with
the change of weathers and seasons
Nevertheless, they always demonstrate
the unigue flavor of the vintage capital
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