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Passage |

~ You are going to read a passage with 10 statements attached to it. Each statement contains

information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which thé information

is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

A)

o
~

D)

A Letter to My Daughter

Dear Daughter,

As we drove off from Columbia, I wanted to write a letter to tell you all that is on my mind.

) First, I want to tell ybu how proud we are. Getting into Columbia is a real proof of what a great

well-rounded student you are. Your academic, artistic, and social skills have truly blossomed in
the last few years, and you have become a talented and accomplished young woman. You should
be as proud of yourself as we are.

°) College will be the most important years in your life. It is in college that you will truly discover

what learning is about. You often question, “What good is this course?” I encourage you to be
inquisitive, but I also want to tell you that the material taught isn’t as important as the ability
gained to learn a new subject and the ability to analyze a new problem. That is really what learning
in college is about. College is the period when you go from taught-by-teacher to inspired-by-
teacher, after which you must become a self-learner. So do take each subject seriously, and even
if what you learn isn't critical for your life, the skills of learning will be something you cherish
forever.

Do your best in classes, but don’t let pressure get to you. Your mother and I have no expectations
for your grades. If you graduate and learn something in your four years, we would feel happy.
Your Columbia degree will take you far, even if you don’t graduate with honors. So please don’t
give yourself pressure. During your last few months in high school, you were so happy because
there was little pressure and college applications had been finished. But in the past few weeks,
we saw you were beginning to worry (do you know you bite your nails when you are nervous?).
Please don't be worried. The only thing that matters is that you have learned.

Personal Relationships



E)

F)

Most importantly, make friends and be happy. College friends are often the best in life,
because during college years you are closer to them physically than to your family. Also, going
through independence and adulthood is a natural bonding (JERER X &) experience.
Pick a few friends and become really close to them—pick the ones who are genuine and
sincere to you. Don’t worry about their hobbies, grades, looks, or even personalities. You
have developed some real friendships in high school, so trust your instinct, and make new
friends. You are a genuine and sincere person—everyone would enjoy being your friend, so
be confident, outgoing, and proactive. If you think you like someone, tell her. You have very
little to lose.

College is the time when you have the greatest amount of free time, the first chance to be
independent, the most flexibility to change, and the lowest risk of making mistakes. So please

treasure your college years—make the best of your free time, become an independent thinker in

control of your destiny, evolve yourself into a bicultural talent, be bold to experiment, learn and
grow through your successes and challenges.

;) I told your mom I'm writing this letter, and asked what she wanted me to say. She thought and

said, “Just ask her to take care of herself” Simple but deeply caring—that is how your mother is,
and that is why you love her so much. In this simple sentence is her hope that you will become
independent in the way you take care of yourself—that you will remember to take your medicine,
that you will get enough sleep, that you will have a balanced diet, that you will get some exercise,
and that you will go to see a doctor whenever you don't feel well. An ancient Chinese prO\;CI:b says
that the most important thing to be nice to your parents is to take care of yourself. This is because
your parents love you so much that if you are well, they will have comfort. You will understand
this one day when you become a mother. But in the meantime, please listen to your mother and
take care of yourself.

) When I faced the greatest challenge and opportunity in my life in 2005, you gave me a big hug

and said “Bonne chance’, which means “Good luck”. Now I do the same for you. Bonne chance,
my angel and princess. May Columbia become the happiest four years in your life, and may you
blossom into just what you dream to be.

Love,
Dad (& Mom)
(765 words)

Time taken: minutes

| The daughter has made some very good friends in her high school years.

2 'The father is proud of his daughter because she has been admitted by Columbia University.

2
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; The mother hopes that her daughter could take good care of herself in college.
The daughter did not have much pressure during her last few months in high school.

. Gaining ability to learn a new subject and to analyze a new problem is more important than
getting knowledge from textbooks.

, To be bold to experiment is a good way to make the best of your college years.
If you want to be nice to your parents, do take care of yourself.
The father hopes that his daughter can become what she dreams to be in college.
) When making friends, you should pick those who are genuine and sincere.

10 Don’t care about grades too much since what you have learned is more important.

Passage Il

You are going to read a passage with 10 statements attached to it. Each statement contains
information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information
is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

pealin filj‘, 48 | t,.ﬂ.l rop ﬂ €IS 1INl 10our rami [1‘ W
< d

\) Family problems can be difficult to handle as there might be a lot of people involved. Also most of
us are not used to looking at our family objectively—we tend to think they are just our family and
that is how it is. However, a bit of reflection and analysis can take the heat out of a lot of difficult
situations.

1) For example, when members of your family are disagreeing with something that you are planning,
the following are suggested. -

) Think objectively about what you are trying to achieve. Attribute the best motives to your behavior.
Get together all the examples that the plan has worked for others. You don't have to write them
down, just think it through. If at this point you realize you’re doing the wrong thing, you might
want to make a strategic withdrawal! However, let’s assume that you know what you are doing and
you have a bit of evidence to back this up.

1)) Think about why your family are disagreeing with you. There is probably more than one reason.
Maybe they don’t understand your plan; maybe they have had a course of action decided for you;
maybe they have some worries and anxieties of their own. Make a real effort to put yourself into
their shoes even though their behavior may be very frustrating to you. Imagine discussing the
question with them—think about what you might say and how they might reply. When you’ve



G)

thought of what might be worrying them, think creatively of ways of reassuring them. If it helps,
make a list of their worries and reassurances.

') Find some way of discussing it. That’s easy if your family are talkers, but many aren’t. However,

you can still find an opportunity to calmly mention your plans, to give a few examples of others
who have done the same, to remove their fears and sympathize with their disappointment. You
may have to drop your points into conversations over time. Don’t expect a miracle—people rarely
change their opinion overnight. Don’t feel you have to have total agreement; stop the discussion
while the going is still good and come back to it a few days later. If they see you’re serious and that
some of their worries have been considered they will probably be a bit more agreeable the next
time.

This is obviously a very simple example, but a similar approach can help in many situations.
Frequently the conflict can be the other way round; many families find a son or daughter leaving
for university is the catalyst (#4£3) for them to make changes.

Sometimes it can be impossible to find agreement. If you are interested in discussing the situation
further or if you find you can’t use the techniques described in this simple example—maybe the
problem is too complex; you find it too upsetting; someone is too dominant—consulting the
University Counseling Service may help you to clarify what is going on and to find a way to deal
with it.

(515 words)-

Time taken: minutes

| When discussing your plan with your family, if they are not talkers, you should find some

Unit 1

way to communicate with them.
2 If your family problem is too difficult to handle, youd better seek advice from specialists.
3 Thefe may be various reasons why your family disagree with you.
4 When‘ you realize what you are planning is wrong, it is likely that you want to give it up.
5 Itis hard to deal with family problems since many family members might be involved.

6 What your family said and did may discourage you, but you should try to consider their
arguments from their standpoints.

7 Most of us tend to look at our family subjectively.

8 Your family will probably become a bit more ready to agree when you talk about your plan
again a few days later.



9 If you want, your family to agree on your plan, you can collect all the examples that can prove
it has worked for others.

10 Children’s attending university helps many families to smooth away their problems.

Passage lll

You are going to read a passage and answer the questions following it. For questions 1-7, choose
the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D. For questions 8-10, complete the
sentences with the information given in the passage.

How to Make Friends at Work

From being well-connected to héving someone lend you a hand when needed, the advantages of
having friends at work are many. If you regularly find yourself in a cold corner on your office floor,
here are tips that you can use to win friends and make office buddies for life.

* Bring something for everyone in your office every once in a while

Whether it is a bag of lollies (#4#), biscuits, Tim Tams (—#475 5% J15F) or a box of doughnuts (KE i)
from Dunkin’ Donuts', itd be nice if you brought your office colleagues a little something every now and
‘then. Food isa sure-fire way of letting your office mates know that you are putting in a genuine effort to
be friends with them and that you care about them. And best of all, if you consider yourself an amateur
baker, why not bake a lot of your best brownies or cookies for your friends at work?

» Sympathize with your colleagues at work

Everyone at work has their own share of problems. There are really no exceptions. If you want to make
friends at work, you must learn to sympathize with fellow colleagues and help them out in whichever
way you can. For example, if your colleague is going through a rough patch with her husband and her
marriage is on the rocks, don't hesitate to ask if you can temporarily help her out by picking up some
of her daily tasks. Genuine sympathy never goes unnoticed and a work place is no different.

* Work for your team, not for yourself
While it is easy to get carried away and think about your own benefit all the time, you should
remember that your progress at work lies in the progress of your teammates and vice versa (527}

4R). If you go out of the way to help your colleagues at work, they will hopefully reciprocate ([al4}) by
crediting you with their success.

e Go out for lunch with your colleagues

We all love to have lunch buddies at work, don’t we? That’s exactly why you should make an attempt to
go for lunch with the people who you want to be friends with at work. A chat over lunch will not only

5
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allow you to be better friends with your workmates, but will also provide a window of opportunity for
you to catch up on all the latest gossip at work. So catch up with a buddy at work for lunch, whether it
is in the office cafeteria or at the neighborhood take-away joint (¥54H).

¢ Involve vour colleagues in your life outside work
P, o 4

Involving your colleagues in your life outside work is one of the first signs of trust and friendship that you
can give out. Tell your workmates about your family, tell them about your relationships, tell them about
the problems you face in your personal life and tell them what you've been up to outside the confines of
the walls of your office. Your colleagues will feel connected to you in a more-than-just-professional way.
For all you know;, you may even find your next best friend right in your workplace! However, make sure
that you share only the things that are the most appropriate to be shared in an office environment.

* Be human—Have an opinion

If you really want to make friends at work, don't be afraid to have an opinion or voice out how you
feel, even if it means being bad-tempered at times. While most management experts and books will
tell you to carry a positive attitude at work all the time, that may not go well in helping you be popular
at work. Your workmates expect you to have a mind of your own and more importantly, expect you to
voice your opinion. If you are going to hold a poker face (TE#AF#HFL) all the time, you may seem
like your boss’s puppet who only does what the boss says.

_ (672 words)

Time taken: minutes

| Which of the following is one of the benefits of making friends at work?
A Helping you reduce your workload at work.
B Avoiding mistakes at work.
C Keeping informed about everything at work.
D Having a good social rélationship at work.

* According to the writer, giving some desserts to your colleagues is a way to
A show your favorite food and taste
B prove you are a good cook
C let your office mates know you are friendly
D let your office mates know you are generous

' What is suggested for sympathizing with your colleagues at work in the passage?
A Sharing their problems in private life.
B Helping them get through hard times.
C Feeling sorry for their misfortune.
D Asking what’s going on about their marriage.

Unit
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Teamwork is emphasized in making friends at work because
A you may easily lose control of yourself at work

B your colleagues will help you at work

C your success depends on others’ progress

D your sympathy for others is very important

5 Why is going out for lunch with colleagues advisable for making friends at work?

6

A Because chatting over lunch allows you to know more about the latest news at work.
B Because people all love to have lunch together.

C Because gossip over lunch is very funny.

D Because cafeterias and take-away joints are very popular.

By involving your colleagues in your life outside work, you can
A tell them your personal problems

B show your trust and friendship

C reduce your stress at work

D overcome the limitations of office work

7 What is the writer’s attitude toward making friends at work?

Q

10

A Objective.

B Optimistic. -
C Negative.

D Positive:-

Involving your colleagues in your life outside work makes them feel ina

more-than-just-professional way.

What you should share with your colleagues in workplace is supposed to be things that are
to be shared in an office environment.

Your colleagues expect you to have your own ideas and above all, expect you to

Expanding Vocabulary

Complete the following sentences with the appropriate form of the words given in brackets.

1

)

The dog waited beside the table for some food. (hope)

Mr. Edelson was closely with his students. (connect)

People who exercise are less likely to feel stress. (regular)

Although he pretended to , he was laughing up his sleeve. (sympathy)

> 'The players should all be fit for Sunday’s game, with the possible of Davis. (except)

I am unfamiliar with the streets in this . (neighbor)

7 Tl a cake and put candles on it. (baker)

The reunion gave us a chance to renew old . (friend)

7
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9 The thick fog enabled him to climb up the hill . (notice)
|0 Only an exceptionally heavy snowfall might dislocate railway services. (temporary)

Cultural Note

Dunkin’ Donuts is an international baked goods and coffee retailer founded in 1950.
While the company originally focused on doughnuts and other baked goods, over half of
its business today is in coffee sales, making it a competitor to Starbucks.

nit 1



LR [ Remembﬂl\'\i&ng and

ERT L, b Wi 15 T

Passage |

You are going to read a passage with 10 statements attached to it. Each statement contains
information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information
is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

My morning routine varies little from day to day. I walk the dog, eat breakfast at the kitchen counter
with Katie and Matt, then settle in for a day in front of the computer. And because I work mostly at
home, I have learned that attempts to connect with the outside world are necessary for psychological
well-being. So before I begin trying to put sentences together, I stroll over to a little coffee shop in
my neighborhood, chat with the folks behind the counter, and get a large coffee to go. No sugar. No
cream.

The coffee shop is on the other side of the historic Chesapeake & Ohio Canal' from my house. In
season, a mule-drawn barge (K FJiCHE) is docked there, and tourists line up to take a slow boat,
if not to ancient China, at least into the 19th century. The men who work on the boat wear what
canal workers might have worn—broad-brimmed straw hats and suspenders that pull their old
pants high above their boots.

One warm day last fall, I was on my morning outing when I turned the corner to see one of the
men sitting alone on the boat, bathed in early-morning light. He was playing a tiny accordion (F
XEE), the kind such canal men played as they floated down the inland waterways of a westward-
expanding America. The sound was both beautiful and sweet. It was as if he were alone in the
universe. The scene stopped me in my tracks. What I saw could only be described as a perfect
moment. Ten seconds at most. But months later I still remembered just standing there, watching
the man, listening to the music, taking it all in.

We all have such moments put before us. Whether we’re wise enough to see them is another
thing.

I thought of the accordion man Sunday afternoon while I was reading the life stories of those who
were killed in the Columbia tragedy. Mission specialist Laurel Clark, talking from the shuttle a



