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Students are often puzzled during the first days on campus. Tall teaching
buildings, sophisticated library, demanding professors, countless students,“and
new ways to organize life can be intimidating. As a newcomer, you must learn
your way around the campus and learn how to meet and interact with lots of
people.

In this unit you will learn;

+ to become acquainted with college life and study,

+ the proper way to start a conversation on different occasions.

-« to greet people and to respond properly to the greetings of others,
»to introduce yourself and others in both formal and informal ways,
« to locate partners to carry out the tasks in oral English class.



/7 Intonation Practice

Tones are the way our voice moves up and down. The way we use these tones is
called intonation, and it is the English intonation that makes English sound
really English. The speaker uses voice tones to help the listener understand the
meaning of the sentence.

Rising and falling are the two basic intonation patterns in English. Sometimes,

they go together and make rise-fall tones or fall-rise tones.

Listen and repeat the following sentences to see how rhythm, stress,
g ’) linking, contractions, and elisions all work together with the tone

patterns of spoken English.

Questions Statements and short answers
What would you like? I'd like a chicken-salad sandwich.
What will you have? I'll have a hotdog and a coke.
Where are you going? To the lab.

/7 Brainstorming

1. Have you ever heard of these terms: break the ice, safe topic?

2. What do you usually say to break the ice?

3. What kind of topics can be considered safe in the English-speaking countries?
4. What do you usually say when you introduce yourself?
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Situational Response

1. How would you respond in the following situations?

2. Which of the following occasions are formal? Which are informal?

Rins
How do you
do? Mr. Smith
nversations which you introduce vourself, depends on
eopl Ived. Try to be friendly and polite as vou start
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‘ efﬁ*y Listen to the following conversations and answer the questions:
N

1. How did the speakers start a conversation?
2. What were involved in their self-introductions?

A: Hi!

B: Hi! But I don’t think we've met.

A: My name is Margaret. I'm a new-comer. This is my first day of class.
B: Pleased to meet you, Margaret.

A: You can call me Margie.

B: Okay, Margie. My name is Catherine, but everyone calls me Kate.
A: Hello, Kate. Where are you from?

B: I am from Canada. And what about you?

A: I'm American. What did you do before you came here?

B: I was a student.

A: What's your major?

B: My major is computer.

A: That's great. My major is computer too.

A: Good morning, Professor Marker.

B: Good morning, Ms. Li. Please have a seat. How do you like the weather here?

A: T like it very much.

B: Better get yourself prepared for the winter. It's cold here. What will be your
major, Ms. Li?

A: Education, specializing in TESL.



* Unit 1 First Day on Campus

B: Your transcript indicates that you have a strong English background, and
that you've had two years of teaching experience. I don’t think you’ll have
any particular problems.

A: Thank you for your encouragement.

B: I hope you'll enjoy yourself here.

A: T am sure that I will. -

B: Good-bye.

A: Good-bye. It was nice to visit with you, Professor Marker.

Tips for Lear

It is good to know a few opening gambits in order to interact with
friends or strangers. Here are some useful ones. Remember to be
friendly and polite, and smile as you use them.

Useful Expressions

What's up? (Very informal)

Nice day, isn’t it?

Hi, my name is...

Excuse me. Is anybody sitting here?

Sorry, I couldn’t help overhearing. Did you mention something about...
Good morning! May I introduce myself? (Very formal)



