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Chapter One Maritime Culture

Background Knowledge

Maritime culture is as varied as the human experience of the sea, including maritime history,
maritime archaeology, maritime education, fishing, etc. Some maritime traditions are tangible,
some intangible, but all express the spirit of our interactions with the sea over time. Many
maritime customs and traditions arise from the elemental activities of daily life on the sea. People
create poetry and music, literature and mythology, games, and religious ceremonies, all related to
the sea. Language and oral tradition, festivals and community worship, superstition and belief all
contribute to maritime culture.

In this chapter, we present whaling heritage, maritime archaeology and Chinese Maritime
Silk Road. Whaling is the hunting of whales primarily for meat and oil. Its earliest forms date
back to at least 3000 BC. Various coastal communities have long histories of subsistence whaling
and harvesting beached whales. Industrial whaling emerged with organized fleets in the 17th
century; competitive national whaling industries in the 18th and 19th centuries; and the
introduction of factory ships along with the concept of whale harvesting in the first half of the
20th century. The reading text introduces the whaling heritage in America.

Maritime archaeology (also known as marine archaeology) is a discipline within
archaeology as a whole that specifically studies human interaction with the sea, lakes and rivers
through the study of associated physical remains, vessels, shore side facilities, port-related
structures, cargoes, human remains and submerged landscapes. Passage A in Case Study
introduces some basic knowledge about maritime archaeology, especially in America.

Maritime history is the study of human activity at sea. It covers a broad thematic element of
history that often uses a global approach, although national and regional histories remain
predominant. As an academic subject, it often crosses the boundaries of standard disciplines,
focusing on understanding humankind’s various relationships to the oceans, seas, and major
waterways of the globe.

The Maritime Silk Road is an important part of Chinese maritime history. It refers to the
route from each port in south China, such as Guangzhou or Quanzhou to the Southeast Asia,
India, Arabia or even farther through heading west by boat. With the enhancement in navigation
technology and accumulation of seafaring experience, coupled with the advantages of lower
transportation cost and larger quantity of freight in marine trading, the Maritime Silk Road

replaced the Silk Road on land to become the major passage for communication between the east



and the west after the Song and Yuan dynasties. Passage B introduces this important part in

Chinese history.

Text

Our Whaling Pasts

Herman Melville, author of Moby Dick, said it best when
he said: “To produce a mighty book you must choose a
mighty theme.” There’s no doubt that the history of
American whaling is a significant part of our national
maritime heritage, for it is a topic that encompasses
historic voyages and seafaring traditions set on a global
stage. These voyages had political, economic, and
cultural impacts. Whaling is a complex topic, for we as a
nation were intimately tied to the whaling industry in a
number of important and complex ways. It was a
successful and yet non-sustainable industry. Whaling
was the economic boon which lit our cities and yet
decimated the ocean’s marine mammals. Historic
whaling was a major industrial effort, dirty, dangerous

and necessary.

Whaling history stretches far back in time. British

colonists learned from the Native Americans about shore
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whaling. There were killer whale hunts by Neolithic
groups in Norway. Orcas were slain by Caesar’s
Praetorian Guards. Norsemen in the Dark Ages drove
whales into fjords, herding them ashore. The Viking
colonies at Iceland and Greenland were whaling stations.
Japanese whaling activities have an equally lengthy past,
emerging in the Tokugawa period (the 1600’s) as a
major industry. The Makah Indians practice whaling
from the coasts of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington
State. The American period of historic whaling is but
one part in the broader tapestry of whales and their
complex significance (historical, cultural, etc.) to a
number of different seafaring cultures at a number of

different times.

American “Golden Age” of Whaling

The heyday of our historic whaling activities
encompassed just the few years between 1840 and 1861,
beginning with early American voyages into the Pacific
and ending with the outbreak of the Civil War and the
The full

development and flowering of the American sperm

discovery of petroleum in Pennsylvania.

whale fishery found classic expression in the works of
Herman Melville and the novel Moby Dick first
published as The Whale in 1851. In those days America
had over 700 whaling vessels, standing out for voyages
of up to four years at a time, exploring the ends of the
earth. Whaling made a young nation rich; it brought our
commerce to the far corners of the globe; whaling ships
brought different cultures into contact and drew
connections between distant parts of the seas. In terms of
early seafaring voyages, perhaps nothing can match the
range and sheer volume of American whaling during this

short period in the 19th century. And many of these
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whaling vessels were lost in what are now the protected

waters of our marine sanctuaries.

Whaling Heritage and the National Marine
Sanctuaries

For the National Marine Sanctuary Program, the whaling
topic is larger than any single wreck site and broader
than any one sanctuary. The sanctuary program is
connected to a number of different whaling cultures, a
number of different whaling vessel wreck sites, and a
number of different significant locations to our shared
whaling heritage. Whaling heritage unites a number of
different sites and sanctuaries under a common heritage
theme. A collaborative research and education effort is
developing involving the National Marine Sanctuary
Program, research institutions such as the Nantucket
Historical Association, New Bedford Whaling Museum,
the Bernice P. Bishop Museum and the Docklands

Museum in London...and several ongoing projects.

Collaboration... HMAP

Maritime Heritage Program staff have begun to
collaborate with the HMAP project at the University of
New Hampshire. The “History of Marine Animal
Populations” aims to improve our understanding of
ecosystem dynamics, specifically with regard to
long-term changes in stock abundance, the ecological
impact of large-scale harvesting by man, and the role of
marine resources in the historical development of human
HMAP

multidisciplinary studies integrating Marine Ecology,

society... addresses  this issue through

History and Paleo-Ecology. This innovative combination

of research methods and analytical perspectives offers a
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unique approach to testing theories of the effects of both
man’s activities and natural environmental changes on
our living marine resources... To achieve its goals,
HMAP relies on the teamwork of ecologists, marine
biologists, historians, anthropologists, archaeologists,
These

integrated research teams analyze data from a variety of

paleo-ecologists and paleo-oceanographers.

unique sources, such as colonial fisheries and monastic
records, modern fisheries statistics, ship logs, tax
documents, sediment cores and other environmental
records, to piece together

changes in specific

populations throughout history.

Collaboration...“Whaling to Watching” Curriculum
Project

In 1995 Gray’s Reef NMS and Stellwagen Bank NMS
co-authored

educational curriculum

featuring the
Northern Right Whale. The handbook, video, and poster
explore the life history of the world’s most endangered
large whale and human’s history with it from
exploitation to conservation. It provides an interesting
and timely background and incorporates activities for
interested students and teachers. The module with books,
video, and poster targets students Grades Six through
Eight, but the curriculum has been utilized by students
of all ages (including the Georgia and Florida public
schools, Florida project, some Nova Scotia schools, ship
captains/skippers, southeast coast guard pilots, and U.S.
Navy seamen.) Since 1995 this curriculum has been

expanded from its original focus to include to all
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cetacean species found in all of our national marine
sanctuaries. The current web project being developed
provides an electronic encyclopedia to whales, whale
watching and whaling (past and present) in the national
marine sanctuaries that ring our nation, from Stellwagen
Bank off the coast of Massachusetts to Hawaii and

American Samoa in the Pacific Ocean.

MHP and Field Research

NOAA’s Maritime Heritage Program brings a capacity
for field survey and underwater archaeology...and MHP
researchers are beginning to come across wreck sites in
the remote parts of the world’s oceans that are direct
links to our past. The discovery of a whaling vessel
wreck site, its interpretation, and understanding the
historical and archaeological data in the context of our
maritime past is an exciting task. It involves the hunt for
documentary material on whaling activities and
individual whaling vessel losses (newspaper accounts,
portions of ship logs, insurance documents, whaling
journals, marine art, maps, etc.). And it involves
maritime archaeology field work. The Maritime Heritage
Program is currently exploring three whaling wreck
sites, tentatively identified as (a) British whaler Pearl
lost at Pearl and Hermes Atoll in 1822 (Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands), (b) British whaler Hermes lost at
Pearl and Hermes Atoll in 1822, and (¢) American
whaler Parker lost at Kure Atoll in 1842 (Northwestern
Hawaiian

Islands). These are rare archaeological

windows into our maritime past.
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Chapter One Maritime Culture (-

Whaling Heritage...a Means to an End

There are broader questions than those associated with
individual site interpretation. Our whaling wreck sites
and whaling information provide an opportunity for
What do
we want to learn from the many aspects of our whaling
heritage? What

national-level maritime heritage education.
information do our historic and
archaeological resources hold? How do we preserve and
protect these special sites? How do we best present our
whaling heritage in support of our goals of preservation

and stewardship of ocean resources? These are some of

the interesting questions faced by the Maritime Heritage | FAITHIMEFFE BT ? XL H 2
Program as its research continues into this exciting | ¥ 18/ Jil H 8 2 4l fi5iX — 3= @
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whaling ['werlm] n. ffiE0)
encompass [mn'kampas]
seafaring ['si:fearmy] adj. FUAFH), K LM
be tied to  jeeeee- LiiBS

boon [bu:n] n. BLHL, FEF|

vt. KAtkAE

fjord [fjo:d] . WIS, HgRUBRIT

tapestry ['tepistri] n. HEE; ZEMfE; 2
heyday ['herder] n. i, 2mMH; HAE
vessel ['vesl] n. Z¥d%: M, KA

in terms of AR#E; oo HUE heeeee
sanctuary ['senktfuar] n {RI[X; JFE?Fﬁﬁ
wreck [rek] n SR, KEFE; BXERTHEL
collaborate with ~ 5=+++-- a1k

with regard to %5 #i; ik

multidisciplinary [\maltr'disiplinari]

decimate ['desimert]

anthropologist [@n@ra'poladzist] n. A%

vt. fiifiE(whale ff)-ing £ 3X)
vt. Blge, A OESOEEREY

adj. BIERRERH



archaeologist [.a:ki'pladzist] n % 545K
paleo-ecologist [paliaur'kpladzist] n A%
curriculum [ka'rikjolom] . 4¥HUEFE, R
encyclopedia [insaikla'pi:dia] n. AR
means to an end A H K1) F B

Terms

1. Dark Ages(FXHH EIEHTAL): The term “Dark Ages” was originally intended to denote the
entire period between the fall of Rome and the Renaissance; the term “Middle Ages” has a
similar motivation, implying an intermediate period between Classical Antiquity and the Modern
era. In the 19th century scholars began to recognize the accomplishments made during the period,
thereby challenging the image of the Middle Ages as a time of darkness and decay. The term is
now never used by scholars to refer to the entire medieval period; when used, it is generally
restricted to the Early Middle Ages.

“REFI ALY XADARE R TENT B B KT B SRR A . <t
a7 ZARESHTEARLL, EEE “pE” S8, fEr Al SR A 8] e
19 HEZETT IR, — L8222 0BT 1A 1 IR BO IR BSORE, TRt vt A X B e 4 i RR R T
SURF IR R G B EIR Y 7 SE. BUfE, “ BEFRAL” XN UHREER A R,
Bz iy “rhttadmn” .

2. Norse colonization of the Americas (4t 51 AJH XL 3€): The Norse colonization of the
Americas began as early as 10th century AD, when Norse sailors (usually referred to as Vikings)
explored and settled areas of the North Atlantic, including the northeastern fringes of North
America. While the Norse colony in Greenland lasted for almost 500 years, the continental North
American settlements were small and did not develop into permanent colonies. While voyages,
for example to fetch timber, are likely to have occurred for some time, there is no evidence of
enduring Norse settlements on mainland North America.

Y5t NFE R AL S FE 2 o 20 i oy 48 5t AT 7E AL R PE v (B 45 L S8 1 2R b ) #R
B HAE VS e SRR T 46 1o PRt IRTEAS BZ = B BRI 4Edy TR IE H A&, Al RARAI7E
A6 & Kt (5 Ja ORI, T HAR R R Sk AT R . B2 AR 2 2B 4T AT fig
BT T — B E], BRERAZERER A 4 AEALERT T RAE R .

3. HMAP(EEAEY)FPEENT 525 90): The History of Marine Animal Populations (HMAP)
is an international, interdisciplinary research initiative. It comprises the historical component of
the Census of Marine Life and is designed to measure and explain patterns of long-term change
in the diversity, distribution and abundance of life in the oceans. The overarching aim of the

HMAP project is to improve knowledge and understanding of the interaction of humankind with
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the marine environment since the earliest times.

AR RRE D S AU o — I PR PR B A BT T H o B RIS IO R

I LA SENG L, SR R i A ) 2 A S A DL . BRI E 2 H AR
s R FRAT TS A A ORI T i B o LIRS 5 AR B K R .

4. NOAA(FE[H [ 2 £ R KU ) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) is a scientific agency within the United States Department of Commerce focused on the
conditions of the oceans and the atmosphere. NOAA warns of dangerous weather, charts seas and
skies, guides the use and protection of ocean and coastal resources, and conducts research to
improve understanding and stewardship of the environment. In addition to its civilian employees,
NOAA research and operations are supported by 300 uniformed service members who make up
the NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps

I W [E 5 VB HR 2 SRR TR E R 45 MR, S ERA KR
#Ei‘hﬁﬁw“u, PR IE RS IE, eftigEmsE, & ﬂﬁ‘@vﬁ‘if[lﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂmﬂlﬁ
P WEFTAT SR PRI TRERIBT . BR T OSCHRN G A, S [ S AR U B RE
A3 300 NG —HIARABAME, AT HEFR TAER AL, MER . EMsak, R1E%
fE% .

Notes

1. In terms of early seafaring voyages, perhaps nothing can match the range and sheer
volume of American whaling during this short period in the 19th century. M 531§
Mg ek, £EFRNYE 19 X BUE RN R N, WREEZ, HEZ
PR, JLFRIFTAE. “in terms of” KR “Hi---- 5, FE-- J71f1” , match
PSZ N LW S P = = 3N N = T g 1 E IS S B R AT TR
2. The “History of Marine Animal Populations™ aims to improve our understanding of
ecosystem dynamics, specifically with regard to long-term changes in stock abundance,
the ecological impact of large-scale harvesting by man, and the role of marine
resources in the historical development of human society. “ ¥4 P FpBE 7 SR wFT”
T H SR SR IA D RS RGUR TR PR, FFA RWF 2 PR KR L. A
R A 17 0) A AR 3 RSP 5 i LU SV B A N b2 i I ke e Jee v e g 4
HJ “aimto” FR “ HE e 7, “with regard to” IR “FEre e F T, FFreeeeer 7
AR U] T AR B L F S H T H R
3. The discovery of a whaling vessel wreck site, its interpretation, and understanding the
historical and archaeological data in the context of our maritime past is an exciting task.
FONAH BT S, RIS, PR A AR E R R PRI B X%
RO, I AN IES . “wreck site” SEFR KM AR AL TR A% S,



