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Foreword

Guangzhou, an ancient and famed city of culture, has a history of more than
2,200 from the building of the town to the time when the city was part of
Nanhai Prefecture during the Qin Dynasty. She is the cradle of “Lingnan
culture” , starting point of the ancient “Maritime Silk Route” , home city
of China's early modern revolution and a heroic city with glorious revolutionary
traditions.

Today, this ancient city, the center of southern China, is spearheading the
nation's reform and opening-up drive and enjoys a booming economy, a
beautiful environment and a harmonious society with distinctive local
characteristics.

A review of history has shown that Guangzhou holds various national ,
provincial and municipal records. To showcase these records the Guangzhou
Municipal Office for Local Chronicles has teamed with Guangzhou TV to
produce a sizable TV feature Guangzhou Records.

Guangzhou Records covers the natural and cultural aspects of the city as
well as her past and present and presents a complete picture of the city.

This documentary feature contains 60 episodes and has been shown on the
Integrated Channel of Guangzhou TV . This feature is now presented on a

series of DVDs for your viewing pleasure.

The production of this feature has enjoyed the support of Guangzhou's
municipal leadership. In the early stage of the production, Lin Shusen, former
Secretary of the CPC Guangzhou Municipal Committee, contributed the
characters for the title. During the production we received enthusiastic
assistance from all segments of society facilitating the production process.
Thus, we'd like to take advantage of this opportunity to express our heartfelt

gratitude to all the entities and individuals who have helped our production.
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1.01. The Origins of Guangzhou
and Its Name

Guangzhou, an oriental city nourished by the local Lingnan culture, has a history of more than
2,000 years. The city is a bright gem on the crown of Chinese civilization and an embodiment

of mankind's vigorous pursuit of civilization.

Guangzhou has been inhabited since ancient times. The “Ancient Pavilion of Chu” memorial archway,
standing on Yuexiu Hill, bears witness to the city's enduring history. According to “New Notes on
Guangzhou” ,compiled by Qu Dajun during the Ming Dynasty, during the reign of King Hui of the
Zhou Dynasty, the Yue people around Guangzhou, who were subject to the rule of the State of Chu,
erected “the Pavilion of Chu” as a gesture of respect for their new ruler. During the Qing Dynasty, the
local people, convinced that “Chuting” (Pavilion of Chu)was the earliest name of Guanghzou, built

the memorial archway.

In 214BC, following the conquest of six other states and unification of China by Emperor Qin Shi Huang,
the Qin Dynasty took over the Lingnan region and set up three prefectures: Nanhai, Guilin and Xiang.
Nanhai Prefecture, consisting of Panyu, Sihui, Longchuan and Boluo counties, had its administrative
center in Panyu (the present-day Guangzhou) and the Emperor of Qin appointed Ren Xiao governor of
the prefecture. The newly appointed governor ordered the construction of the town of Panyu by the Pearl
River, also known as “the Town of Ren Xiao” , and the origin of the present-day Guangzhou and he

also laid the foundation for Guangzhou to eventually emerge as the central city of the Lingnan region.

In the late Qin and early Han dynasties, Zhao Tuo established the Kingdom of Nanyue in Lingnan and
built the capital of the kingdom in Panyu. In 1995, a stone sable bearing the inscription “Pan” , the
abbreviation of “Panyu” , was discovered at the former site of the Kingdom of Nanyue Palace at
Zhongyou Street on Zhongshan IV Road. During the Three Kingdoms period, the King of Wu, Sun Quan,
expanded his kingdom southwards after his victory at the Battle of Chibi, taking over vast territories
south of the Yangtze River, including Panyu, and renaming his kingdom “Eastern Wu” . In 226AD,
Sun Quan divided his kingdom into two major parts Guangzhou, covering the areas north of Hepu
Prefecture, and Jiaozhou, covering the areas south of Jiaozhi Prefecture. Lu Dai was appointed governor

of Guangzhou. This event defines the origin of the name of Guangzhou.

The fabric of Guangzhou's history is resplendent with its many strands of local history and culture.
A dynamic city of colorful and rich cultural heritage, Guangzhou combines lively modernity with respect
for the region's traditions. Guangzhou is also an international metropolis noted for its passion to be

daring and innovative and its can-do ability to bring visionary ideas to life.
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1.02. Guangzhou's Earliest Coastal Ruins
— The Qixing Hill Ancient Coastal Ruins;
Guangzhou's Earliest Artificial Lake—West Lake

1)Guangzhou's Earliest Coastal Ruins — The Qixing Hill Ancient Coastal Ruins

Six thousand years ago, most of present-day Guangzhou was undersea, with waves of the Lion Ocean
slamming against the foot of Yuexiu Hill. Today, Guangzhou looks totally different but there are
traces that allow us to recapture its distant past.

On May 14, 1937, the renowned Chinese geologist Wu Shangshi discovered a number of topographic features
typical of marine erosion at the southern foot of Qixing Hill. Subsequent research confirmed that they are the
oldest traces of the ancient coast in Guangzhou. They are even more special than the famous site of ancient
marine erosion in the Italian city of Venice, as they are farther away from the present coastline which has
receded about 100 kilometers.

The coastal ruins consist of a marine cliff, a marine cave and a marine platform. The cliff, rising about two
meters above the sea surface, protrudes like a forehead. The platform is six meters wide and 1.93 meters high,
with its rock formation inclined at 15 degrees. Behind the platform is a marine cave about 0.3 meters deep.

Although the sea has disappeared from the site, signs of marine erosion are still visible. As a result of the
erosion, the considerable stretch of land shows the effects of the ancient waves, making it a wonder of nature
attracting many tourists.

2)Guangzhou's Earliest Ever Artificial Lake — West Lake

“West Lake may be compared to the Lady of the West, whether she is richly adorned or plainly dressed.”
These oft-quoted verses capture the beauty of famed West Lake in Hangzhou but, not many people know that
Guangzhou once had an enchanting West Lake as well. The current Xihu Road ( West Lake Road) derives its
name from that lake.

Over time, great changes have taken place. West Lake in Guangzhou was actually an imperial garden during
the Southern Han Dynasty , though it has largely disappeared. During the Southern Han Dynasty, Liu Yan
built a summer palace here and dug an artificial lake by the palace, known as “West Lake” . Later, a group
of alchemists gathered on the sand bar in the middle of the lake to make pills of immortality, hence the site
was named “Sand Bar of Pills” . Liu Yan also ordered convicts to move a Jiuyao rock from Tai Lake and put
it in the middle of the lake. The exquisite jade green rock soon became a major tourist attraction in town.
During the Southern Song Dynasty , silting created a pond to the west of the sand bar and,when lotuses were
planted in the pond, many lotus lovers were attracted. The present-day Guanlian Street ( “guanlian” means

“viewing lotus flowers” ) derives its name from this episode. In the early Ming Dynasty , the spring view
from the sand bar became one of the top eight attractions in Guangzhou. During the reign of Emperor Cheng
Hua of the Ming Dynasty , as the freshwater supply dried up, the lake silted up. Today , the small pool by the
South Theater is what is left of the once famous lake.

“People were strolling on the sand bar, sipping tea in the hall, picking chrysanthemum flowers in the valley
and rowing boats below the Jiuyao rock.” These words, found on a stone nearby, capture the popularity of
West Lake as a major leisure venue during past dynasties. The fascinating West Lake inspired numerous
poems by men of letters, including renowned poets Mi Fu and Su Dongpo, whose verses were inscribed on
stones in the vicinity. 4
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1.03. The Largest Stone Chamber Tomb in the
Lingnan Region — The Western
Han Dynasty Nanyue King's Mausoleum

In June 1983, construction on Xinggang Hill in suburban Guangzhou was in full swing, and bulldozers
had clipped the 17 meters off the hill. When the builders started excavating for a wall foundation, a
stone chamber tomb came into view. On October 10 of the same year, the discovery of the Nanyue
King's Mausoleum in Guangzhou was prominently featured in newspapers nationwide. An archeological
discovery with novel, unusual and well-preserved artifacts naturally generates a lot of excitement and,
overnight, the discovery of the mausoleum became the talk of the town.

The Western Dynasty Nanyue King's Mausoleum is the oldest and largest painted stone chamber mausoleum
found in the Lingnan region. With the most funerary objects ever, it is one of the most important archeological
discoveries of Han Dynasty structures. The mausoleum, buried deep in a rocky hill, is a multi-chamber
structure. Its rear principal part consists of a number of vertically dug pits: a main coffin chamber, an eastern
wing chamber, a western wing chamber, and a rear storage chamber. The principal part at the front of the
structure includes a front chamber, an eastern side chamber , and a western side chamber. The eastern and
western side chambers were both formed by horizontal digging. On the south side of the mausoleum, an
inclined pathway leads to the surface.

The imperial seal for Emperor Wen Di, discovered in the main coffin chamber, confirmed that the owner of
the mausoleum was the second king of the Nanyue Kingdom, Zhao Mo, who had proclaimed himself Emperor
Wen Di.

Zhao Mo was the grandson of General Zhao Tuo, who was sent by Emperor Qin Shi Huang to lead an army to
conquer Lingnan during the Qin Dynasty. Among the artifacts unearthed was a rare silk-jade garment made
up of 2,291 pieces of jade. It took experts three years to piece them back together and is the most complete
Han-Dynasty silk-jade garment ever found. This unprecedented Han-Dynasty discovery includes more than
240 jade objects including a jade pendant depicting a dragon and phoenix, a design which has become the
emblem of the Western Han Dynasty Nanyue King's Mausoleum Museum.

A garlic hop-shaped silver box found in the main coffin chamber bears floral patterns in a style typical of
ancient Persian silverware. The 32 semi-spherical gold floral ornaments contain beads typical of ancient
Western crafts. Moreover, there is a vast array of foreign objects found in the mausoleum including various
bronze vessels, cups made of rhino horns, and rhino-shaped jade pedants. All these artifacts reflect the
flourishing foreign trade and exchanges in Panyu, the capital of the Nanyue Kingdom, during the Western
Han Dynasty.

Among the finds are 39 bronze mirrors of all shapes and sizes, including a priceless set of eight bronze serial
bells, each bearing the inscription “Made by the Official Conservatory in the Ninth Year of the Reign of
Emperor Wen Di” in seal characters. The 9" year of the reign of Emperor Wen Di is the 6" year of the Yuanguan
period of Emperor Wu Di (129AD). The discovery of these bronze serial bells marked with the year of
manufacture proves that Guangzhou has a history of more than 2,000 years, and represents the high-value of
the artifacts found and give impetus to the research at the mausoleum, the Nanyue Kingdom and its history.
The discovery of the mausoleum: has significantly advanced the understanding of the relations between the
Han Dynasty and the Nanyue Kingdom; the political, economic and cultural exchanges and the interaction
between southern Guangdong and Chudi; the development of the Lingnan region; and the customs and habits
of Lingnan people. 6
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1.04. The Longest River in Guangzhou
— The Liuxi

Guangzhou, a coastal city, is crisscrossed by rivers making the city all the more dynamic and vibrant.
Among the rivers is the Liuxi, the longest in Guangzhou.

The Liuxi receives water from numerous tributary creeks, hence its name (meaning “flowing creeks” ).
Originating on Daling Mountain in Lutian, Conghua, the river flows in a north-south direction across Conghua
City and Baiyun and Huadu Districts before discharging into the South China Sea via the Pearl River Delta
river network.

The Liuxi stretches 157 kilometers from its headwaters to its estuary at Baini, draining an area of more than
2,300square kilometers. The section of the river upstream from Huanzhulang is the upper course of the river,
where sheer cliffs and steep mountains rise on both sides making the water turbulent and the riverbed strewn
with pebbles. The Liuxi River Reservoir, built in 1958, is located in an upstream valley at Xiaoche Village in
Liangkou, Conghua. The section of the river between Huangzhulang and Taiping is the middle course, where
there are cascade power stations and diversion dams. The section of the river downstream from Taiping, its
lower course, ranges from 300to 150 meters in width. The river has various tributaries, with five having rain
collection areas of more than 100 square kilometers. ’

Prior to the founding of the People's Republic of China, water conservancy facilities on the river were limited
and flooding was a frequent occurrence. Following the founding of the PRC , the government built a number
of large and medium-sized reservoirs like the Liuxihe, Huanglongdai, Tianhu and Maodun, which effectively
bringing floodwaters under control.

At present there are 330 water storage projects of varying sizes in the Liuxi River basin, with a combined total
storage capacity of 600 million cubic meters. These projects provide adequate water supplies for both for
farmlands on each bank of the river and for urban residents in Guangzhou. More than 60% of the water
requirements in urban Guangzhou are met by the river, hence the popular saying that “Conghua water feeds
Guangzhou folks” . In the mid -1990s the Guangzhou Storage Hydropower Plant was built at Lutian on the
upper course of the Liuxi River. Intended as a supporting facility for the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Station, it
is one of the largest pumped storage hydropower plants in the world, using surplus power from the nuclear
power station to pump water from the lower reservoir to the upper reservoir, where the water is discharged to
generate power augmenting the power supply on the Guangdong Power Grid during peak periods; therefore,
it is dubbed “a Power Bank” .

The Liuxiu flows across spectacular natural landscapes. Unlike the Pearl River, which cuts through the
hustling and bustling downtown area, the idyllic Liuxi River exudes peaceful serenity and casual elegance.
Protected from pollution, the river has become a prime recreational destination. The Conghua Hot Springs
Scenic Area, the Huanglong Lake Forest Park, and the Shimen Forest Park along the river provide tranquil
escapes for urban residents.

The vast surface of the Liuxi River is dotted with 22 islettes of varying sizes, making the river appear to be a
narrow piece of emerald inlaid with white jade. Along the river, rolling hills enveloped in mist give the area
the look of a fairyland.

8
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1.05. The Largest Port for International Trade
in Chinese History
— The Port of Guangzhou

Located on the coast of the South China Sea, Guangzhou has a strong seafaring tradition which has
enriched the city both economically and culturally throughout history. Staring out into the vastness
of the ocean, local people in ancient times wondered what the world on the other side of the sea looked
like, hence the creation and development of the “Maritime Silk Route” and the proud history of
Guangzhou as China's largest port for international trade. For more than two thousand years,
Guangzhou, a major port of call for merchant vessels, remained at center stage of world trade.

Seafaring was a fact of life for local people, who lived by the sea. As early as the Qing and Han dynasties,
Guangzhou's shipbuilding trade thrived. Ship models of all shapes and sizes have been unearthed from Han-dynasty
tombs found in Guangzhou. The Persian silver box, African ivory, and Roman glass vessels unearthed from the
Western Han Dynasty Nanyue King's Mausoleum -- along with the statue of Marco Polo in the Hualin Temple
and the statue of “the Dharsi Minister” , called “the Foreign Pineapple God” in the Nanhai Sea God
Temple - all bear witness to the flourishing foreign trade and cultural exchange in past Guangzhou dynasties.

By the Tang Dynasty, Guangzhou was already the largest port in China. Shipping routes, originating from
Guangzhou, were called “ Guangzhou Ocean Linking Channels” , and were the busiest in the nation. Guangzhou
was also the starting point of the world's longest pre 16" century shipping route, starting in Guangzhou and
running across the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean, and ending at the Iraqi port of Basra. It is believed
to have continued on to the Eastern African coast, south of the equator. To facilitate this flourishing foreign
trade, the Tang Dynasty, for the first time ever, appointed a vessels administrator who was the first government
official in charge of foreign trade in Chinese history.

Throughout the Northern Song Dynasty, Guangzhou remained the premier port of China and the imperial
court set up the Office of Vessels Administration, extending the power of the original official becoming the
first government agency in charge of foreign trade in Chinese history.

In the Ming Dynasty, Guangzhou played host to most vessels arriving from tributary states except those from
the Ryukyu Islands, Japan and Korea who typically came ashore at Quanzhou and Ningbo ports. With the
most envoys from tributary states landing at Guangzhou, this made the city the most important center of trade
between the Ming Empire and all its tributary states.

In the 24" year of the reign of Emperor Kang Xi in the Qing Dynasty (1685), the Qing government opened a
total of four ports to foreign trade. As the largest one of the four, Guangzhou received a large number of Western
colonists,a number of whom set up trading firms in the city. In the 22™ year of the reign of Emperor Qian Long
(1757), the Qing government shut down customs houses in Jiangsu, Fujian and Zhejiang provinces but retained
the custom house in Guangdong. As a result, all of China's imports and exports were conducted via Guangzhou,
making it the only port open to foreign trade. The remains of the ancient Huangpu port in the present-day
Haizhu District bears testimony to Guangzhou's status as an historic trading port.

Each stone slab at the site of the ancient Huangpu port bears witness to Guangzhou's position as China's
largest port for foreign trade in the Tang, Northern Song, Ming and Qing dynasties.

The millennia-old “Maritime Silk Route” exerted a profound historic influence on the economy and
culture of southern China. Today, Guangzhou is spearheading China's reform and opening-up initiatives,
and the ancient “Maritime Silk Route” is again exuding vitality and vigor. Guangzhou is poised to
take off as never before.
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