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Nie Weigu

Personal Data:

Birth Date: April, 1957

Birth Place: Yangzhou, Jiangsu Province

Education:

1995-1998 Dept. of Art History And Theory of Fine
Art School of Nanjing Art Academy getting doctor’s
degree in the history of Chinese Fine Art

1985-1988 Chinese Art Research Academy
(Beijing) getting Master’s degree in the history of Chi-
nese Fine Art

1977-1881 Dept. of Fine Art of Nanjing Normal Uni-
versity majoring in Chinese Painting

Working Experience:

1988-2001 The Art Dept. of Humanity Institute of
Yangzhou University

2001-2003 Dean of The Art School of Yangzhou
University

2003- Professor of the Art School of Nanjing Uni-
versity of Aeronautics and Astronautics

Exhibition Catalogue:

2004 Chinese Australia Science-Art Exhibition
Tweed Shire of New South Wales, Australia

2004 Art Monthly 30 Anniversary Invitation Exhibi-
tion Nanjing Museum

2003 Ink And Watercolor Exhibition of Nie Weigu
Yangzhou Art Gallery

2003 Abstract Ink and Wash Exhibition “Tu Ya Tu
Art Centre” Hangzhou

2002 The Experimental Ink and Wash Exhibition
of China Shangdong, Beijing, New York, Toronto, etc.

2001 First Xi An International Abstract Ink And
Wash Exhibition the International Exhibition Center
of Xi An

2001 The Experimental Ink And Wash Exhibition
of Nie Weigu Nanjing Museum

1995 Art Monthly 20 Anniversary Exhibition Nanjing
Museum

1993 The United Exhibition of Mainland and Tai-
wan Zhong Shangtang Art Gallery of Taiwan

1992 The Exhibition of Well-Known Artists in Main-
land and Taiwan Zhong Shangtang ARt Gallery of
Taiwan

1991 Ya 91 Independent Exhibition Yangzhou
Museum

1990 Ya 90 Art Exhibition Yangzhou Museum

1990 “Van Gough” Series showed on Academic
Meeting on the 100 Anniversary of Van Gough's Death
Chinese Art Research Academy and Holland Embassy
in China

In addition to exhibitions, art works are published
in art journals such as Art Observation, Art Monthly,
Contemporary Art, Art, and Art circle etc. Works are
collected in Art in China Today and The Art Annual of
Japan.

Theoretic articles are published in Art Observation,
Art Monthly, Traditional Chinese Painter, Meiyuan and
Rong Bao Zai etc. Two of them won the Third Prize of
the Humanity Achievement in Universities of Jiangsu
Province respectively.
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Flowing Light And Rich Color - Various Atmosphere

Comment on The Lotus Series by Nie Weigu
By Chang Ningsheng

One day in March Weigu visited me and showed me his lotus series. After seeing more
than a dozen of his new paintings, my heart was touched by them. My eyes were fresh-
ened by those paintings, and my thought went beyond them.

Since the 80s of last century, Chinese artists have developed experimental ink and
wash, or called abstract ink and wash, in order to seek breakthrough from traditional Chi-
nese paintings. Artists express their subjective feeling and cultural ideas by using the method
of deformed pictures, abstract texture of ink, symbolized format, print and collage. Nie
Weigu has been working on modern experimental ink and wash for years, and has works
such as Van Gough Series, Dali Series, Clicking Series and Decoding Series, etc. Those
works are dignified, grand, overwhelming and full of inner strength. While his Lotus Series
indicates the other side of Weigu’s artistic taste, which bring us elegant, delicate and emo-
tional experience.

We can see the spiritual implication of traditional Chinese Intellectual Painting from
Weigu's works, but also the spatial sense of western modern paintings. In general, the
artist portrays the plants under various circumstance and background to express the sub-
jective feeling of his inner world; buds, flowers, seeds pots, dry stems, and withered leaves
are intermingled with rich and abstract dots, lines and color layer across layer.

Lotus as an artistic theme is the symbol of purity and dignity in Chinese traditional culture.
The leaves and flowers of lotus are considered the symbol of intellectuals’ keeping noble
personality from the dirty world. Lotus painted by Weigu has shown a different prospect.
Heavy seeds pots stand out proudly from the withering and dying stems and leaves. Seeds
predict new life, future and hope. Traditional Chinese painters usually depict lotus without
much color; while Weigu employs rich colors in his paintings. Each painting has its domi-
nant color tone: some are bright, joyful and strong; some are scene of sunset and autumn
water; some are mysterious lights in the mist; some are desolate and melancholy. The
whole series construct a colorful symphony and every single piece of work is a beautiful
musical movement as well.

Besides an excellent artist, Weigu is a theorist on art. He's kept on research in Chinese
modern and contemporary art, and got doctor’s degree in the history of Chinese Fine Art
from Nanjing Art Academy in 1998. He has written a series of influential critic papers on
contemporary art. He never stops painting at the same time. Those possessions men-
tioned above together with his sensitive, subtle and perspective esthetic sense and ability
to express make his painting so unique.

Chang Ningsheng: famous art theorist, doctor in art history, and dean of Fine Art Dept. of Nanjing Art Academy
April 17, 2004
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