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Preface

Now, China is in a time of cultural development and
flourishing. In the Sixth Plenary Session of 17th CPC Central
Committee , the programmatic instructions for cultural develop-
ment were put forward. This laid a strong ideological and the-
oretical foundation for China’'s cultural development, and also
marked its direction. We must grasp firmly this excellent op-
portunity for cultural development and do something to con-
tribute toward the excavation, sorting, rescue, protection,
transmission and development of China’s advanced culture and
ancient civilization. China is an ancient civilization where
many ethnic groups coexist harmoniously. In China, members
of all ethnic groups respect one another, get along harmoni-
ously, learn from one another, and work together in unity in
order to build a beautiful country.

However, we can see that our nation’s linguistic culture



is constantly facing dzingers, under the direct and indirect
influences of the growing role of science and technology in
everyday life, rapid economic and social development, and a
variety of foreign languages and culture. For the language
and culture of minority nationalities with very small popula-
tion, only a few people can speak and understand them.
Most people can’t speak their ethnic language or have become
less familiar with it. At this critical moment, the government
has asked us to make the efforts to accomplish the flourishing
and development of all different ethnic languages and their
cultures at all costs, and to save and protect our ethnic lan-
guages and cultures. This is the reason why we implemented
this project.

The purpose of this project is to put together 366 sen-
tences used in everyday conversation in 55 ethnic minority
languages by recording them using specific symbolic sys-
tems. We then translate them into Chinese, English, Rus-
sian and Japanese. This is to: (1) allow more people to
participate in the rescue and protection of our nation’s eth-
nic languages and cultures, and to learn and inherit them ;
(2) rescue and protect our nation’s ethnic languages, oral

materials pertaining to their spoken form and oral historical
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documents, especially the critically endangered ethnic lan-
guages; (3) strengthen as far as possible the international
communication about China’s 55 minority ethnic languages
in their spoken form and knowledge about their dialogues.
We hope that this project can play an active role in the
process of rescuing, protecting, developing and enriching our
nation’s ethnic language and culture. And we hope the pro-
ject will help usher in a new era of shared flourishing of all of

our nation’s ethnic languages and cultures.



IIpenucnoBue

B naHHBI MOMEHT Hallla CTPaHa BCTPe4yaeT CBOE camoe
xopoilee BpeMs, Korga ObiCTpPO  pasBuUBaeTcs M
NpOILBeTAeTCs Hallla HAalMOHAIbHAas KyabTypa. Ha 6 — M
mrenyme 1K KITIK 17 cosbiBa BBIABMHY/ICS NPOTrpaMMBbIii
Kypc Ha pasBUTHEe U NpOLBETAaHHE KYAbTYpPbl Hallell
CTPaHBl, KOTOPBI 3aJOXKW/I TEOPETHYECKYI0 OCHOBY M
reHepalbHYI0 TOJMTHKY Pa3BUTUA KyabTypsl Kutas B
OymyleM MepcreKTUBHOM BpeMeHH. MBI JO/KHBEI XOPOILO
[0/Ib30BATHCA TAKMM CIy4aeM M BCEMM CH/IaMM MCKaTh,
YHOPSIJOYUT,  ClacaTh, 3allMIaTh ¥  HACIeNOBaTh
KATAMCKYI0 LMBWIN3ALMIO M BHECTM HOBBIM BKTal B
Ky/IbTYPHO€ [|e/I0 Hallleil CTPAHBI.

Hamia crpaHa - 3TO jipeBHee M MHOTOHAIlMOHAIbHOE
roCyqapcTBo, B KOTOPOM BCe HAIMOHAIBHOCTH, KaK B

O/IHOM CeMbe, YBaXKAIOT APYr APYry, ydaTcsi APYT ApPYTY,



MepeHUMAIOT TIOI0XKUTEIbHO APYT Y APYTa, APYXKHO JKUBYT
M paboTalOT, COBMECTHO CTPOAT CBOIO IPEKPACHYIO
Ponuny.

B To e BpeMsi Mbl M IIIyDOKO CO3HaeM, 4YTO ITOTAB
nox BaMsHMEM 1106a3aniuu BO 00/1acTAX ISKOHOMHMKHM H
HayYHO — TEXHHKH Bceoblee COCTOSHME S3BIKOBOM
KyIbTYpbl ~ HAalIMEHBIIMHCTB  HAlleid  CTPaHbl  OYeHb
nedasibHOe M 6ecrnokoifHOe, OHa Jaxe HIET Ha Kpaio
rubemm. Ceityac TOABKO Mauo JIIOJe M3 HAIMEHBIIMHCTB
yMeeT TOBOPHTb, IIOHMMAaTb,  HCIIO/NIb30BaTh  CBOI
HAIMOHAJIBHBIA SI3BIK. A OOJBINECTBO HAIIMEHOBCKUX
JOJeN y)e He TOBOPAT MIM He MOTYT XOpOIIO 3HATh
CBOEro HAIlMOHAJIBHOTO f3bIKa. Halle MpaBUTeNbCTBO Ha
910 obpaiaer 601bIIIOe BHUMaHHe M pelaeT M30 BCEX CUI
CTapaThCs CHACTH M 3alIMTHTh HAIMEHOBCKHE SN3BIKH M
HALIMEHOBCKYIO KY/IbTYpPy Hallleil CTpaHbl. BOT modemy Mbl
pelIIM B3SIThCA 3a TAaKyl0 3ajady - peSaKTUPOBaHHE
ceputo kuur (366 ¢pas auanormueckux pedeit mo 55
HaLMOHATbHOCTAM Kuras ) .

PenakTupys psla TakMX KHUT, MbI XOTHM, YTOOBI
no6osbllie JIIOJIE MOTIM Y4aCTBOBaTb B /€10 CIaceHus ,

HU3y4Y€HHUA , HaCdJI€eAOBaHUA U 3alIMUTBl HANUMOHAJIbHbIX
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A3BIKOB, YTOOBI CIACTH M 3AL[UTUTb Pa3rOBOPHBINA A3BIK U
NHCbMEHHbIe  TOKYMEHTBl  HAIMOHAJIBHBIX  KYABTYP,
KOTOpblEe YyXe Ha Kpawo rubemu, 4YTOOBI LIMPOKO
pacrpoCTpaHATh [AHMAJIOTHYECKUX pedeil U A3BIKOBBIE
3HaHuA 1o 55 HauuoHanbHOCTAM Kutas.

Hapeemcss ©Ha TO, uro Hama pabora cMOXeT
IpHHECTH OOJBIIYI0O IOAb3y B HAC/AeJOBAHME W 3ALUTY
HAIIMOHAIBHBIX SI3bIKOBBIX Ky/IbTYp Hamleil CTpaHbl. Mbl
BEepUM, YTO YK€ MPUXOZUT HOBas 3I0Xa IPOLBETAHUSA

HaLlMOHAJIBHBIX A3BIKOBBIX Ky/IbTYp Hallleil CTPaHbI.
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