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Preface

Our great motherland is a country with the longest history and the ear-
liest civilization in the world. Its capital, Beijing, is a famous historical city.
It boasts a great number of cultural relics and historical sites, brilliant and
magnificent imperial palaces, beautiful parks and gardens, solemn religious
temples, simplistic and colorful local customs and conventions. No doubt, it
would be a matter of great significance to publicize and enrich the history of
this ancient capital.

The book collects 81 photos from among more than 100 that were left
over by my ancestors after they were relieved of their official posts in the
government of the Qing Dynasty more than 100 years ago (24th year of the
reign of Emperor Guang Xu, that is ,1898). These photos have never been pu-
blished.

I discovered the photos while sorting out ancient books and found that
they are of great value of collection. In the ensuing decades, I inquired ab-
out collection experts of all major libraries at home through multiple cha-
nnels and they replied that they had not seen such collections. Since the
country introduced the reform and opening-up policy, the cultural and
education undertakings have developed vigorously and much has been done
to discover and sort out ancient books. There have been some publications
on the famous historical sites and scenic spots and on magnificent building
structures of the Chinese capital. But the materials contained are mostly
provided by the Capital Library and over 90% of them are materials of the
1940s (that is, over the last 60 years). So the author solicited the opinions
and suggestions from experts and scholars and related units (libraries and
research offices and management of all famous scenic spots)and decided to
publish these photos.

In order to determine the value of each photo accurately and in detail, I
have invited Prof Lu Yunting, consulting expert on China tourism and a
professor at the resources and environmental sciences department of Beijing
Normal University as the chief editor to scrutinize and caption the photos.
It is our hope that the book will contribute to publicizing the culture and
historical outlook of the ancient capital, and through comparing the bril-
liant achievements in the construction of the Chinese capital, to inspiring
patriotism in the people and encouraging them to contribute their part to
realizing the grand goal for 2010.

Tang Jixian
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FOREWORD

The album “Selection of the Earliest Photos of the Chinese Capital of the Last Dynasty” col-
lects 100 6-inch black-white photos taken in Beijing during the last dynasty. As the photos were
taken before the 1911 Revolution, the album is therefore named "Selection of the Earliest Photos
of the Chinese Capital of the last Dynasty”. They represent part of the earliest photographs pre-
served in Beijing and that has made them more valuable. They are indeed the best of ancient
photos about Beijing.

Beijing served as the capital of the Liao, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, for as long as
more than 800 years. The structures and cultural scenes of the capital are mostly preserved in
literature and paintings. The photos of the real things are rare. Such albums published so far as
“Grand View of Old Beijing”, “Old photos of the Imperial Beijing” carried photos mostly taken
in the 1920s-1940s, with only a few taken before the 1911 Revolution. The photographs sele-
cted in this album were all taken of the physical objects around the Gengzi incident and are
therefore more valuable and useful in materials and in artistic appeal than the albums already pu-
blished. According to historical records of photography in Beijing. the earliest photography did
not start from the imperial court of the Qing Dynasty but from the localities more than a decade
earlier than the photograph of Dowager Ci Xi (1903-1904). The first photographic studio was
Tai Feng, inside the Liulichang, which opened business in about 1890. The cameras and materi-
als used at the time were very primitive. The negative was of wet plate and exposure had to be
done under the sun for five minutes. The photographic paper was of chicken egg paper. During
the last dynasty, photography was new. It was more vivid and cheaper than portrait drawing. It
rose as a new social service. Apart from the studios opened by Chinese, foreigners also opened
studios in Beijing. They included “Yamomoto™ opened by a Japanese in Wangfujing and “Ah
Dong” opened by a French in the Dongjiao Minxiang. But lighting photography did not appear
in Beijing until after 1925 when soft films, film rolls and bromine light sensitive materials began
to be used. By 1936, the number of photographic studios reached 61. The history of the deve-
lopment of photography shows that the photos collected in the album were taken between the
end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. The photos are really hard-to-get
physical materials as they are so clear and so big under the then backward technical conditions.
The publication of the album is of tremendous historical and cultural value and of value for col-
lection in terms of studying the outlook of Beijing. the building structures and arts toward the
end of the last dynasty of China and in restoring to its original of the local customs and various
famous scenic spots and historical sites.

The capital as seen from the photos is world apart from the present-day Beijing. The city
presented by the photos is a city stamped with the brand of feudal imperial culture and brilliant
imperial structures (including city walls, towers, imperial palaces. imperial forbidden gardens, im-
perial tombs, temples, altars. institutions of higher learning and imperial palaces for short stays
away from the capital) and the dwellings of the common people. Large structures representative
of Beijing were mostly brilliant building groups built in the Ming and Qing dynasties. After the
Ming dynasty moved its capital to Beijing, it began to rebuild the city on the basis of the capital
city of Yuan Dynasty. The three major construction projects at the time were the city walls, the
imperial palace and the giant bells at the Giant Bell Temple. After rebuilding in the Ming Dyna-
sty, Beijing became a shaped system with intemal and external walls. Inside the inner city, there
were the imperial city and the forbidden city. The city had a central axle line extending from
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were the imperial city and the forbidden city. The city had a central axle line extending from
Yongdingmen, Zhengyangmen, Tiananmen, Duanmen, Wumen, the three official palaces,
Shenwumen, Wangchun Pavilion in Jingshan and to the Bell and Drum Tower. Along the centr-
al axle, there were symmetrically laid-out streets and lanes. Such layout did not only manifest the
dignity of feudal rulers but also laid the foundation for development into what it is today. As the
capiital served as the first perfect place of a great empire, the layout of the city inevitably demon-
strated the planning idea of supremacy of the feudal country, that is,”imperial palaces in front
and markets behind, ancestors on the left and the god of the land and the god of grain on the
right. In the center by south of the city were the forbidden city and the imperial city. On the left
and right south of the forbidden city were Temple of Imperial Ancestors and Altar of the god of
the land and the god of grain. The commercial markets were behind the imperial palace. Apart
from the building groups inside the city, there were the Temple of heaven, the Temple of the
Earth, the Temple of Mountains, the Temple of the Sun and the Temple of the Moon as well as
Confucius Temple, Guo Zi Jian (Imperial School of the Highest Learning), Gong Yuan (Ex-
amination Office in the Ministry of Rites), Bell and Drum Tower, Hot Spring Palace, Giant Bell
Temple and Five Pagoda Temple and other cultural and religious structures. On the Tianshou Hill
in Changping were the magnificent tomb groups of the Ming Dynasty. In the Yanshan District
there were the Great Wall at Badaling and Juyong Pass of the Great Wall. Up to the Qing Dyna-
sty, all the major structures built in the Ming Dynasty remained and inside the city were added
such structures and parks as Beihai, Jingshan and Zhongnanhai and other imperial structures as
well as a number of religious temples including Lama Temple, Xihuang Temple and the Long-
evity Hill. Outside the city, were added such structural groups and parks and gardens represented
by three hills and five gardens in the scenic spots of the western outskirts. Plus the large struc-
tures left over from dynasties before Ming and Qing. such as the Marco Polo bridge, Miaoying
Temple, Tianning Temple, Biyun Temple, Lying Buddha Temple, Ordination Temple and Tanze
Temple, made the capital in the last dynasty already assume the outlook of the magnificent his-
tory and culture. The building structures shown in the photos are enough to demonstrate the
special status of the ancient Beijing in the history of the civilization of the Chinese nation.

Apart from the building structures of the ancient capital, the album also collects some pho-
tos showing costumes and the codes of conduct in the capital, including the costumes of the
Manchu and Han nationalities and carts, donkey carts, mule carts, single-wheel cart and sedans.
These valuable photos will give readers an unforgettable impression and will seve as a direct
visual aid to know the history of ancient Beijing and compare it with the Beijing development
blueprint.

?he album is divided into 14 parts: old Beijing's city walls, streets and lanes, archways, im-
perial palace, forbidden garden, imperial tombs, altars and temples, Buddhist and Daoist temples,
ancient bridges, supreme institution of higher learning, imperial examination site, weather ob-
servatory, the Great Wall, passes, hot spring palace for short stays away from capital, costumes,
and codes of conduct. In order to retain the characteristics of the photos, we have scrutinized
each of them to see that they really belong to the original before 1911 so that it will become
China's first collection of the earliest photos of the Chinese capital. These photos will surely go
down in history and, with their brilliant images, fuse with the development of new society and
culture of Beijing.
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