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2.

In the eyes of Chinese designers, Leipzig, a place where everyone desires
to go to, is the birthplace of “Best Book Design from All Over the World”.
“Leipzig”, derived from the local ancient word, means the settlement where

the bodhi trees stand. Today, the beautiful trees can still be seen in the city.

The book stores, seen everywhere on the street, illustrate the residents’
special love of books, thus earning Leipzig the reputation of “The City of

Books”.

In the 1950s, the book designers in Shanghai began their contact with
Leipzig. In 1959, they attended Leipzig Design Competition for the first time
and won two gold awards, three silver awards and three bronze awards in
total. In 1989, thirty years later, Ten Bamboo Studio Collection of Painting and
Calligraphy published in Shanghai won the National Prize of East Germany.

However, after Germany'’s reunification, Shanghai and Leipzig lost contact

with each other for a period of time.

In 2003, thanks to the concerted efforts from all sides, Shanghai finally
restored the contact with German Book Art Foundation, which sponsors
“Best Book Design from All Over the World”. In the autumn of 2003, the first
16 books, chosen by “The Beauty of Books in China” countrywide, were sent
to Germany to compete in “Best Book Design from All Over the World”. After
heated competition, Mei Lanfang’s Collection of Historical Drama Pictures

stood out and won the only gold prize.

In the ten years thereafter, a total of 208 books from China have joined the
Leipzig contest, among which 11 books won the title of “Best Book Design
from All Over the World”.

The beauty of Chinese books exhibited in Leipzig in the past decade not
only reflects the great achievement and high level of book design in China,
but also shows the spirit of innovation and exploration of Chinese book
designers, who have combined global design elements with Chinese culture

and arts through their communication with the outside world.

On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of “The Beauty of Books in
China”, the organizer has planned several international events, including
exhibitions and forums. One of them, Shanghai International Book Design
Arts Exhibition, shows the works of more than 50 famous designers from
over 20 countries and regions in five continents, which stands for and
reflects a variety of cultures and styles from different countries and regions.
This exhibition is a grand meeting for book designers in the world and a
showcase of the world’s most beautiful books as well. This collection of the
works, published in concurrence with the exhibition, will become a fond
memory of these activities and can be used for reference by book designers

and publishers worldwide.

Xu Jiong

October, 2013

The author of the preface is the Director General of Shanghai Press and
Publication Administration & Director of “The Beauty of Books in China”

Judge Panel
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From the very beginning, we came to realize that, to celebrate the 10th

anniversary of “The Beauty of Book in China”, flowers and applause are :

not as important as the hosting of Shanghai International Book Design Arts

Exhibition and the publication of related book. At that time, of course, it

was just a vague idea, and nobody was sure whether or not it would come
true. Nevertheless, with concerted efforts from all sides, they are now being

perfectly presented in Shanghai, in front of everyone.

The exhibition is divided into three parts: the works of international book
designers, the award-winning works of “The Beauty of Books in China”, and
the rare and precious design works of modern China collected by Shanghai
Library. This book is a collection of the masterpieces of more than 50
outstanding designers from five continents. It is the first time in China that
there has been such a wonderful exhibition of so many high-level works by
book designers, which can surely facilitate the communication and learning
between Chinese and foreign book designers. China has a long history of
publishing and its modern publishing industry started its communication with
the outside world. Book design, an important cultural element in publishing,

has also caught people’s attention in China.

This book shows the diverse design styles in today’s world and it is believed
to be popular among Chinese readers. We have been moved that many
designers are willing to donate their works to The Designers’ Club of The
Beauty of Books in China and feel it an honor for us to publish this book. Our

thanks go to every designer and his masterpiece.

Our special thanks go to Ms. Uta Schneider, former president German Book
Art Foundation. As the curator, she has done a lot of preparatory work for
us. She also recommended to us many outstanding designers and helped
to contact them. We also thank her for her support to the exhibition held
in Shanghai in 2004 on “Best Book Design from All Over the World”, which

produced a positive impact.

We would like to thank all the famous designers who have been invited
to work as judges for “The Beauty of Books in China”. They are: Ms. Uta
Schneider, Ms. Renate Stefan, Mr. Kohei Sugiura, Ms. Stefanie Schelleis,
Mr. Wim Westerveld, Mr. Charles Brock, Mr. Chung Byoungkyoo, Ms. Tao
Xuehua, Mr. Lv Jingren, Mr. Yuan Yinchang, Ms. Liu Kitlin, Mr. Wang Hsin-
Kong, Mr. Hon Bing-wah, Mr. Zhu Yingchun and Mr. Yu Bingnan.

We are also grateful to Miss Jia Xuan, Miss Ma Jie and Miss Zhou Lijuan for

their assistance in the publication of this book.

November, 2013

Shanghai Press and Publication Administration
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Isol

Isol (Buenos Aires, 1972) is an illustrator, and in many cases also the author
of the books that she illustrates. With more than 20 titles published in various
countries, her speciality is narration through the dialogue between image and
word. Her works as an illustrator have been internationally recognized with
a Golden Apple award (2003) and she was selected as a finalist in the Hans
Christian Andersen award in both 2006 and 2007. In 2013 she was honored
with the Astrid Lindgren Award (ALMA), considered to be the Nobel Prize for
children’s literature.

Her publications: Nocturne, Beautiful Griselda, It's useful to have a duck,

Petit, the Monster, Doggy Slippers (Groundwood Books, Canada), Secreto

de familia, El Globo (FCE, Mexico), Numeralia (Syros, France)

Isol 1972 FHEFHEEH - XFE. wREEER, RtERASS1E
BEBOFE. PEHFAKELRNEBZIE 20 2. tNEKREIER
SXFARHERITRAR . WERERR EZHEE 2003 F, XS ‘&
¥R ¥ ; 2006 512007 F, XK EERREENFRIEZR ; 2013
F, WIRSH ) LEXFE /REZ FRAFIHIEING - MiS(eR.

HRIER: (&EH) . (ERRBHERE) . (BRMBEEA) . (B
wiRERE) . (NoiEE) (IN1EX Groundwood BooksERAE] ) (R
REROFLEE ) | El Globo ( BAASFFCELMAT ) « (#=F) (iEESyrostd
UNIDIN




~Como eres la persona
que mis deseos ha pedido ese mes,
me han mandado 3 cumplir e uno!

1 The Balloon
2 Stuff Happens
3 It's Useful to Have a Duck

Un deseo, pensé.
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