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» Preface

Through thousands of years’ development, tea, an ancient cash crop, has turned from daily necessities
like firewood, rice, edible oil, salt, soy and vinegar into the unique culture like Gugin, Go, Calligraphy,
Chinese painting, music and dance. Today, tea covers both material and spirit aspects, which plays an
irreplaceable role impact on the development of agricultural economy and the establishment of a har-
monious society.

“The Chinese Tea Classics”, edited by Yu Guanting ( the vice-chairman of the “Wu Juenong Aca-
demic Research Association on Tea", a senior engineer, and a Chinese distinguished tea expert ) is the
3rd Chinese section succeeding “Tea Classics” written by Luyu in the Tang dynasty after 780 AD and
“The Chinese Tea Classics” edited by the academician, Chen Zongmao. It is a new tea book published
in the excellent situation when the Chinese tea culture flourishes as never before and tea industry
develops rapidly. This book is so rich in contents for it absorbing research results on tea over 30 years
.since reform and opening up. It is characterized by readability, appreciation and practicability. It is an
encyclopedia which well popularizes the tea culture and also a reference book for the researcher and
amateur of the tea culture.

“The Chinese Tea Classics™ consists of more than 280,000 characters and over 1,000
pictures. In other words, its articles match properly with pictures. Every chapter breaks

new ground and begins with the quotation of Luyu’s “Tea Classics” . It can be di-

vided into eight chapters: The Sources of Tea, The Categories of Tea, The Famous Tea

in China, The Utensils of Tea, The Art of Tea, The Method of Drinking Tea, The Delight
of Drinking Tea and The Custom of Drinking Tea. These 8 chapters highly summarize every
aspect of the Chinese tea culture and its development history over thousands of years.

This new book, “The Chinese Tea Classics™ , which is novel in subject matter, fluent in writing style
and comrehensive in content thoroughly indicates the Chinese tea culture has taken on a new look. All
these tell people that this book is characterized by the times and has the strong cultural fascination. It
is bound to be a competitive product among the works on tea culture. The publication of this book will
have a positive effect on the popularization of the Chinese tea culture and the promotion of the Chinese
tea industry.

Wu Jiaxuan
April 4th, 2008
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