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Introduction

Introduction

1. On the Issue

In order to explain the purpose of this study, it is necessary to trace back to the meaning of
“harmony”. Harmony is the base of the existence and development of everything. Whether in
China or other lands, in ancient times or today, constructing a harmonious society is always
an ideal. The harmonious society is a plural society, a tolerant society, and a society in or-
der. Scholars believe that harmony means “harmony creates everything” and “everything is in
its place”. As a matter of fact, moderation is the key to fulfill harmony ; law, morality and et-
iquette are the lever, and affection is the base of law, morality and etiquette. Chinese tradi-
tional culture holds that affection shows humanity, and affection leads to action. Every activi-
ty of man is from affection. In today, that developing the modern market economy, at the
same time maintaining and carrying forward the emphasis on "feeling" tradition of excellence,
s0 as to coordinating law, morality and etiquette, is needed to benefit the building of a harmo-
nious society.

Hu Jintao pointed out that achieving social harmony and building a better society are al-
ways a social ideal pursued by everyone, and also the pursuit of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) and other Marxist political parties. Harmonious society is all the people doing their
best in their right place, and it is a society under proper operation and coordinated develop-
ment. Meanwhile, it is also the best state of the connection between social main bodies” ac-
tions and their modes of social structure. The elementary premise of this state is the harmoni-
ous relationship between society and nature. The key to this is the win—win and mutual bene-
fit of every party who joins the development. Harmonious society should be humane, full of
kindness, rather than people become the human rights machinery, lost the affection, trust and
identity. A harmonious socialist society needs democracy, equity, justice, sincerity, amity,
vitality, stability and order, and harmony between man and nature. Building a harmonious
socialist society is a major practical issue in building a well-off society, and also the long—
term historical task throughout the entire process of constructing the socialism with Chinese
characteristics. The guiding ideology of building a harmonious socialist society is highlight " to
resolve the most concerned about, the most direct and practical benefits problems of the mas-
ses.

However, with the great development of the reform and the opening up and the market e-
conomy, Chinese economic and social life has undergone profound changes. Socio—economic
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composition, forms of organization, means of employment, interests” relation and modes of
distribution have increasingly diversified, more complex relation.ships exist, which leads to
many new unsolved problems. Hence, while continuing to promote reform and development,
we must resolve the societal problems to ensure social stability and harmony. Among the prob-
lems, poverty is a societal issue, and it influences the process of building a harmonious socie-
ty. In fact, the anthropologists represented by Lewis Henry Morgan put forward that poverty is
not merely an economic problem, but also a living style problem. The living style of the poor
groups makes its members cannot acquire certain values and technical capacity required in the
community to be successful, resulting in their inability to float to the upper society, then per-
manently stagnate in the bottom of society. The culture of Poverty is a sub—culture, which is
away from the mainstream of society. Poor populations rarely take part in a wide range of so-
cial activities, so they shared less value created by the society. In family relationship, it shows
a looser family structure, frequent violence, children with low literacy, and poor vocational
training. In individual, poor performance for the knowledge and life unplanned are shown,
and there is a tendency to give up on themselves or self—destructive. Poverty is one of the
causes for the series of unsolved societal problems. Poor people are vulnerable groups in socie-
ty. Social risks in this group are most vulnerable to outbreak , which may become a tremen-
dous potential for endangering the social stability and development, thus affecting the harmo-
nious society.

As a means to help disadvantaged groups, social support provides effective help to the
poor by giving cash or material objects and services, so as to ensure his (her) most basic sur-
vival needs and development needs, which plays an effective role in promoting harmony.
Hence, constructing a new Poverty —stricken College Students Social —support System ( PC-
SSS) in Yunnan is one of the basic projects of building a harmonious society, and also it is
the need of building the harmonious society.

In addition, constructing the PCSSS is the need of all-round development of poor univer-
sity students. University students are the precious human capital of China,and the important
force for building the harmonious society. Win the university students, win the future. The
individual development of every student is the hope of every family. So university students be-
come one of the most concerned issues of Chinese, and the all-round development of them di-
rectly relates to the future and prosperousness of CPC and China. The poor university students
are a special group commonly existed in every university or college. With the expansion of
colleges and universities in recent years, the three rural problems and urban laid—off issues,
there is an increasing number of university students with family economic difficulties. The e-
mergence of poor university students is a joint result of social poverty, family poverty and
students”own " ability poverty". The current development of poor university students is un-
promising.

Because of geographical characteristics and historical reasons, there are a particularly
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