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gf;’: ,++.. The Invention of the Bicycle
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I It’s weird to think that no one
had ridden a bike before June 12, 1817,
but that was the case when the bold
Baron Karl von Drais first straddicd his
cponyvimous draisine . This was really
a running machine, with a wooden
frame supported by two inline wheels.
But it was a start, and soon other
inventors had helped perfect the bike
we know today.

Laufmaschine —" running machine”

2 Drais’ big democratic idea
behind the running machine was to find
a muscle-powered replacement for the
horse that would allow large numbers

of people faster movement than

@ draisine : (1816— 1817 4ER Hift)) Z ML

Y
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walking or riding in a coach. Horses
were expensive, needed a . and

! lots of food even when not
in use.

Drais undertook his first docu-
mented ride on July 12, 1817, setting
out from the city of | and
covering a distance of about 13
kilometers in one hour. A few months
later Drais created a huge - 11-:1110n when
he rode 60 kilometers in four hours.

If you haven’t enjoyed the
cheering power of a bike ride recently,
remember what
said: “When the spirits are low, when
the day appears dark, when work
becomes | ous, when hope
hardly seems worth having, just
a bicycle and go out for a ;i1 down
the road, without thought on anything
but the ride you are taking.”
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“Mr. Watson, come here, I
want to see you.” called Alexander
Graham Bell. Ordinary words, but

because they were
the first ever to be over the
telephone. It was 10 March 1876.
Bell was in his workshop in Boston,
Massachusetts and spoke to his
assistant Thomas Watson. Bell had

The picture above: Gower Bell
Telephone, 1880

been trying to find a way of sending
several messages along
the same wire at the same time when
the idea of sending speech along
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a wire came to him. He developed
to . sound

an electrical signal and a ver to
turn the signal back into sound. Bell
filed a p for his telephone just
a few hours before inventor
Elisha Gray.

Bell red to sell his patent
to Western Union for $100,000. The
president of the telegraph company

famously »d, saying the
telephone was only a toy. A couple of
years later he was heard to rcmirk that
if he could buy it for $25 million he
would consider it a barzain, Bell, of
course, didn’t funcy selling it by this
time.

3 Until the invention of the
telephone, the only way to get a
message to somebody far away
quickly was the telegraph. The sender
had to visit a telegraph office to send
the message and at the other end the
message had to be delivered. The
new telephone was useless, though,
without networks to link receivers
together, but these quickly grew,
locally at first and then nationally
and eventually internationally. Less
than ten years after that famous first
call, there were 150000 telephone
subscribers in the USA alone.
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As early as the 1890s automatic
exchanges opened, allowing people
to dial each other without talking to
a human operator. Bell's invention
started the technology that allows us

wstantly ['instantli]  to talk and text isiunily to people

ad. 2%, &t anywhere in the world, a mass
communication system that has
dramatically changed the way we
live.
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