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Good show of Linghan style

There is one point at which we can say that Chinese
traditonal painting turned the corner of tradition and took a
look into the 20th century.

There is no point at which, as there is in the case of the
Impressionists in France in the last quarter of the 19th cen-
tury, you could say:“At this date so-and-so began to paint in
a new way or from a non-traditional viewpoint or with a non-
traditional technuque.”

The subject is of course a vast and complex one, not to be
dealt with in a brief review, by any means. But one thing that
can be said is that the vitalising force that came into Cinese
painting came in the later 19th century about the same time
as Impressionists were shaking the roots of tradition in Paris.
This was the Lingnan School.

Unlike. Impressionists in the West, the Lingnan artists had
a long back-up tradition stemming form the early Ming in
Guangdong where painting took a turn not taken elsewhere
in the great Northern and Southern schools of traditional
China.

The Impressionists in the West in the 19th century form
quite a fair analogy. Their work was equally a break away from
tradition, but since it happened in the vociferous West it caused
more stir than new departures in art do in Hongkong, whatever
the message.

The message in part is that Guangdong has played not least
in Hongkong, a unique part in Chinese painting history. Of
this process, Yang Shen-sum is one example. | wish he would
romanise his name either in Mandarin or in Cantonese pro-
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nunciation instead of in a bit of both. Cantonese is Yeung Sin-
sum: Mandarin, Yang Shan-shen.

There is however no confusion about his work. He exhibits
the clear central characteristic of the Lingnan School — the
eclectic embracing of influences from outside China. He does
as well as any of his nasters and contemporaries in going
digesting very profoundly such influences so that his work is
truly original and truly belongs to a new wave (or ‘a com-
paratively old wave, to be now quite accurate) of Chinese -
painting.

This school — exclusively from the deep south of China
where the West first and in many ways most deeply penetrated
— represents the future of Chinese painting in traditional man-
ner with the continuing use of paper and inks and brush as
it was always done, very much as canvas and oil colours and
another king of brush are still the means of painting in the
West (give and take a number of significant experiments in
other materials and manners).

To characterise Yang’s work, you would have to look for
adjectives such as warmhearted, empathetic, genuine in feel-
ing, catholic in subject. He approaches his varied subjects with
kingliness (and great technical skills) and makes each one
loveable.

Yang has a lovely colour sense, a sense of humour (rare
in Chinese painting) and, when he resists a slight tendency
to romanticism in its Western sentimental guises, is a notable
painter.
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