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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) works to improve nutrition, increase
agricultural productivity, raise the standard of living in rural populations and contribute to global
economic growth. Achieving food security for all is at the heart of FAO' s efforts—to make sure people
have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active healthy lives. One of FAO’ s main
objectives is to encourage and promote efficient and sustainable food systems, including fisheries.

The sea cucumber is a highly demanded and appreciated marine species. particularly in the Chinese
market. Although more than 70 countries worldwide harvest and trade sea cucumbers, exploitation
practices have remained unsustainable in most of them. In the past decade, a growing number
of national, regional and international initiatives have focused on these echinoderms, all aimed at
increasing our knowledge on this diverse and interesting group of marine organisms. Much information
has been collected and made available through the publication of an important global review of sea
cucumber species, as well as through an identification guide to those species commonly exploited
around the world. Regional cooperation and dialogue initiatives have also enabled countries to gain a
more complete understanding of the status of their sea cucumber resources and to discuss the most
appropriate ways to manage and exploit them.

The preparation and release of this new publication is commendable. It will certainly help us all, and
particularly the Chinese people, to understand more fully the importance and value of sea cucumbers
from around the world. This knowledge gathering and sharing should make us all appreciate the

importance of managing and utilizing our wild food resources more sustainably for generations to come.

Alessandro Lovatelli

Aquaculture Officer
FAQ Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Rome, Italy
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