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THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH
OF CHARLES BRAVO

In England in the 1800s, during the time of Queen Victoria,
women did not have an easy time. A married woman had to
obey her husband in everything; she could not decide things
for herself. Only a man could do that for her. And if she had a
bad husband, who beat her, she could do nothing about it.

Florence Bravo was young, beautiful, and rich, but she was
not lucky in her husbands. Her first husband drank too much,
and beat her. She left him and took a lover, who was kind and
gentle, but he was already married. Then she married Charles
Bravo . ..

Five months later, Charles Bravo was dead, killed by antimony
poisoning. But who gave him the antimony? Who wanted him
dead? Or was it an accident, and not murder at all?

This is a true story about a murder in 1876. It was a very
famous case. The newspapers at the time were full of it, and
everybody in England was talking about it. But no murderer
was ever found . . .
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A\ﬁ,ﬂ The Mysterious Death of Charles Bravo

PEOPLE IN THIS STORY

Florence Bravo, wife of Charles Bravo;

previously, Florence Ricardo, wife of Alexander Ricardo
Chatles Bravo, second husband of Florence Bravo;

died April 1876
Joseph Bravo, stepfather of Charles Bravo
Alexander Ricardo, first husband of Florence Bravo;

died April 1871
Dr James Gully, famous doctor, and lover of Florence Bravo
Mrs Jane Cox, friend and companion of Florence Bravo
George Griffiths, Florence Bravo’s coachman

Mary Ann Keeber, Florence Bravo’s maidservant

Doctors who saw Charles Bravo during his illness:

Dr Harrison, a doctor from Streatham

Dr Moore, a doctor from Balbam

Dr Royes Bell, a doctor and cousin to Charles Bravo

Dr George Johnson, a well-known London doctor, and a friend
of Royes Bell

Dr William Gull, doctor to Queen Victoria, and the most
famous doctor in England at that time
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‘\HSE The Mysterious Death of Charles Bravo

1
A true story

THIS is a true story. But although it is true, no one knows
exactly what happened. That’s why it is so interesting.

On Friday 21st April 1876 a young lawyer, Charles Bravo,
died at his home in Balham, which at that time was a village
just south of London.

But why did Charles Bravo die? Did he kill himself? Was he
murdered? Or was his death just a terrible accident?

At first, the doctors thought Mr Bravo had killed himself.
But then his family started asking questions. ‘I met him on
Tuesday afternoon,’ said his cousin, Dr Royes Bell. ‘He was
healthy and happy then. I want to know what happened.’

‘I’'m sure Charles didn’t kill himseif,” said his stepfather,
Joseph Bravo. ‘He was a strong, brave young man. I think he
was murdered.’

Charles Bravo was killed by a poison, antimony. But how
did the poison get into his body? Did he take it himself, or
did someone give it to him? If so, how? And where did the

antimony come from?
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stepfather ». a man who has
married your mother but is not your
father #4k4

poison n. something that can kill you
or make you very ill if you eat or drink
it 24, #Y

antimony #. a poisonous chemical
used in the past as a medicine 45



Qgg The Mysterious Death of Charles Bravo

During July and August 1876, the London Coroner held an
enquiry to answer these questions. At the enquiry, the police told
their story, and so did Charles Bravo’s friends, and the servants
in his house. Famous lawyers asked questions. All over England,
people read the story in their morning newspapers.

“Who killed Charles Bravo?’ they asked. ‘Or did he kill
himself?’

The longest newspaper stories were about three people:
Charles’s wife, Florence; Florence’s friend, Jane Cox; and
Florence’s lover, Dr James Gully.

These three people told their stories, but there are differences
between the stories. So were they all telling the truth — or only
some of the truth? And if one of them told a few lies, which
one was it? And why did he or she lie?

What really happened to Charles Bravo?

Here are the three most important stories. First, Charles’s wife,

Florence . . .
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enquiry ». an official meeting to
find out the truth about something
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»~#EE The Mysterious Death of Charles Bravo

2
Florence Bravo’s story

PART 1

My name is Mrs Florence Bravo. I am 31 years old. I live at
The Priory, in Balham. At the time of his death, my husband,
Charles Bravo, lived there too. My friend and companion, Jane
Cox, was also living in the house . . .

MY husband Charles and I were very happy together. Of
course, we argued sometimes, but that’s normal, isn’t it? All
husbands and wives argue sometimes. But Charles was a good
man — a lawyer — and I loved him very much. He loved me too —
everyone will tell you that. In fact, that was the last thing he
said, before he died. “You’ve been the best of wives,” he said.
Then I kissed him, and he died.

Charles Bravo was my second husband. I married him at the
end of last year, December 1875. My first husband, Alexander
Ricardo, died in 1871. I was only nineteen when I married
Alexander. He was a soldier in the British army. He looked very
tall and handsome in his red coat.

Both our families were very rich, and my parents liked him.
All the most important people in London came to our wedding —
it was wonderful! We danced late into the night. He was the
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Florence Ricardo - later,

Florence Bravo

companion »n. a person (often a
woman) whose job is to live with and
help somebody &4 (4552 i HUHA
PR, # )

handsome adj. good-looking (usually
of a boy or man) L[]
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most beautiful man I had ever seen. I fell in love with him, and
I thought he loved me too.

But I was wrong. Alexander was a terrible husband. He
didn’t love me; he spent most of his time visiting girls and
drinking. He drank two or three bottles of wine every night.
Sometimes, when he came home, he couldn’t stand up. And
when I argued with him, he hit me.

That’s right — my tall beautiful soldier husband hit me! One
day he hit me hard, in the face, three times. Then he laughed.

I left him then and ran home, to my parents. ‘I can’t live
with this man,’ I told them. ‘He’s stupid and dangerous. I don’t
want to be married any more!’

‘But Alexander is your husband,” my father said. ‘A wife
can’t leave her husband. It’s against the law. You must go back
to him and do what he says.’

‘No!’ I screamed. ‘I can’t, I won’t! You don’t understand! I
don’t want to see him again, ever! I wish he was dead!’

I cried so much that my parents thought I was ill. So my
mother took me to a doctor, Dr James Gully.

I’ll never forget that day. We arrived at Dr Gully’s hospital in
Malvern after a long journey. I was very tired, frightened, and
unhappy. Dr Gully was a man, of course. But he didn’t shout at
me, like my father and my husband. He just looked at me, and
listened. He was quiet and friendly and kind. In fact, I thought

he was the kindest man I had ever met.

10
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