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What is IELTS?

IELTS stands for the International English Language Testing System, which is the world’s proven English language
test. IELTS is of four skills English language testing, which made its debut in 1980. IELTS is jointly owned by
British Council, IDP; IELTS Australia and the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations ( Cambridge ESOL) .

There are over 7,000 organisations and more than 1.7 million tests are taken each year around the world.

What features does IELTS have?

1. International English
IELTS recognises both British and American English in terms of spelling, grammar and choice of words. It also
incorporates a mix of native speaker accents from Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the UK and the US in the

listening component.

2. International content

The TELTS approach is recognised as being fair, reliable and valid to all candidates, whatever their nationality,
cultural background, gender or special needs. The test questions are developed by a network known as the IELTS
item writers in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the UK and the US. They are based on real life sources ( for

example , advertisements, books, newspapers and company policies) , ensuring that they are always fit for purpose.

3. International partners
IELTS is owned by a global partnership of education and language experts: the British Council, IDP; IELTS
Australia and the University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations ( Cambridge ESOL). These bodies are dedicated to

academic excellence, cultural understanding, student recruitment and creating success worldwide.

4. International consultation
IELTS has been developed in close consultation with academics, professional bodies and immigration authorities

from around the world.

5. Choosing from more than 800 locations worldwide

IELTS tests are offered up to four times a month in over 800 test venues in more than 130 countries. The cost of
taking the test is set locally and payable in the local currency, making registration more convenient for candidates.
Results are issued to candidates 13 calendar days after the test. Official IELTS test centres can send Test Report
Forms directly to your organisation or institution ( provided it has been nominated by the candidate) , either by mail

or as an electronic download.

What is the test format and how long will it take?

There are four parts—Listening (30 minutes) , Reading (60 minutes) , Writing (60 minutes) and Speaking (11—
14 minutes) in IELTS. The total test time lasts 2 hours and 45 minutes. The Listening, Reading and Writing tests
are administered in one classroom while the Speaking test may be on the same day or up to seven days before or

after the other tests.

How does IELTS calculate the score?

e Candidates receive a Test Report Form setting out their Overall Band Score and their scores on each of the four
sub-tests: Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. Each of the sub-test scores is equally weighted. The

Overall Band Score is calculated by taking the mean of the total of the four individual sub-test scores.

TBEMMAIESMRHE



® Overall Band Scores are reported to the nearest whole or half band. For the avoidance of doubt, the following

rounding convention applies: if the average across the four skills ends in .25, it is rounded up to the next half

band, and if it ends in .75, it is rounded up to the next whole band.

® Thus, a candidate achieving 6.5 for Listening, 6.5 for Reading, 5.0 for Writing and 7. 0 for Speaking would be
awarded an Overall Band Score of 6.5 (25 +4 =6.25 =Band 6.5).

e Likewise, a candidate achieving 4. 0 for Listening, 3.5 for Reading, 4.0 for Writing and 4. 0 for Speaking
would be awarded an Overall Band Score of 4.0 (15.5 +4 =3.875=Band 4.0).

® On the other hand, a candidate achieving 6.5 for Listening, 6.5 for Reading, 5.5 for Writing and 6. 0 for
Speaking would be awarded band 6 (24.5 +4 =6.125 =Band 6).

The IELTS Band Score Scale

The IELTS Band Score The Score Meaning in English The Score Meaning in Chinese
9 Expert user HFKIKF
8 Very good user 35 K
7 Good user R &K
6 Competent user A 7K
5 Modest user FentsK
4 Limited user A FRIKF
3 Extremely limited user A FRKF
2 Intermittent user B2 K
1 Non user A
0 Did not attempt the test B

How to write reading answers?

1. Reading

Candidates may write their answers directly on the answer sheets or they may write them on the question paper and

transfer them to the answer sheet before the end of the test. Candidates will not be given extra time to transfer

answers at the end of the test. Nothing they write on the question paper will be marked. Candidates must

write their answers in pencil.

2. Completion types (e.g. note completion)

The word (s) candidates use must be taken from the Reading text. Candidates must not change the form of the

words in the text.

The format of IELTS Reading answer sheet
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Please write your full name in CAPITAL letters on the line below.

Please write your Candidate number on the line below.

Reading Reading Reading Reading Reading  Reading

Module taken (shade one box): Academic = General Training =

Sit for IELTS test in China

o FESU S (FE B3 E A KA/ B3 UL B E A e TAE) AR P EHEE KM%, 5
HERHEEREZ AP OAE . ATEEAN 2 ANFXPORMEEER, B4AF 48 M F X HH, B4R
PEF R EFE R A E A5 1 H B .

o i A [E'E 75 P4k : http ; // www. chinaielts. org

o L% RS HEL: +86 (0)10 65906903 -1

o [f4H :ielts@ britishcouncil. org. cn

o FEREHAMSHA R R E KX H PG 2 4,

LR At . X A S 2% TR A 2 A 4 2008 S 3 e S5 1A 4 42 3 hittp: // fellts. etest. net. cn
BEFTHR AL FAS B

o X %% . RMB 1,680

o hPBBIE A SE AR 4 , TR R IR 4 B A Y e iR 95 BAER : 010- 82345671, 75 A 5 Hh BRI i 6 i B 4
AT B R o AT AT [, ST R AT S SR B

o fR%-mta] . Al—Z=H H:8:30 -17:30; Ji75:7:30 —13:00

° WA

1. Ji[H] http // ielts. etest. net. cn , RN B E T B0 F_EIRAZ RGEA 7, i0 T &R NEEA P 2 FE
Bl e

REBEMARSBRHE



2. BifFE A%,
3. wHEER A PSP O,

4. HERER B IR RTINS OFF LS50 BALHREERESRIRE R, R4S 2ES

I e RS K R bR S (5 R B R ) .

2014 F=EREB A LHER

(T % R HH 8 TELTS W L4244 Wl hitp : // ielts. etest. net. en/ B ARHT % 12k H 22 HE LUK R4 BEE )

H # R AY W

1/9/2014 A+G | Jbat PR A ZE UM AR M I K AR VR R

B x Jbmt KEKE AREFS EH ARE K CKE R L B L% Ba M
AR HRM LT Y AEMN KW BT BT B BB RS VR R

H8/0014 e Jbat KE KE A RE TS M R BB ARFF R PR M. E¥ R
M ARE TR RN M B K Y T BT e O RER B

L5 0014 A JEa KF BRE B 2N F S L A RKE KR R AR BN JFE, B Ba,
MM Y EM K Y E T BT A AR R

2/13/2014 A Jbat 22N F S R A RE KRR ER MBI B A VEHEK

2018 moid o bR KEF MBRE B2 F S e R E R BRI R R B R B A
BE IR M I RN K JE T BT URER VR VR

¥ JER KFE KE BRE FFMMEE . F S O R KR AR M I R B

2/22/2014 A B E BN A TR R T L EN K Y BT BT VBN A AR E K.
B

aA/0014 A b KFE K R BFR S P R BRI P % R L B R R BTN AR LT
PH M YN AR W JE T BT OBRER VER R

R nis Frie bt KEFE BREGFEFS HE ARKE KR SE8AF BRI G B 5 R
N ARE MM SN BN KW ET BT O BB AR R VR R

3/13/2014 A dbat EFRE B M I KT AR
AU R R RN 2 S R R R R SR SE R P RN T

3/15/2014 A+G | E¥E FIE AN ERE TR BN T KV VBT T B BB RER R R
B

4/5/2014 A+G | JbRl KF M ARE KR SEAST RN B R S M I K Y

471277014 % Jbat KF VKHE A RE RIS RE O E S R R R R P& FR M L Y R
BB AR IR T I R K JET BT D A JRER VR R VR

4/24/2014 A+G | JbEAZEE BN M I KT AR

R " Jbm KE KGE PA/RE B 22 M HF S e R KR R AR M JFE . B R
2 HUM ARE IR RN T DI e K BT R T B R AR VE R B

S Aot -2 b KE KE B/RE. T H S L K KR S8 ARF R EE M., L. R
B AR TR T I AR K BT BT D RS B RS E R LBt RH R

5/15/2014 A Jbat A ZEE B M I KT AR

5/17/2014 P JEE KF B RE EAERE N TS EH ARE  SEAF R AL BM .k
HE B R B AR TR LT I AR K Y BT R T B A JRER R VB

3k A % R KHF K S RE B HF S R R B R GRS B B R BN A
BE TR IR N R AR AT BT AR JEE R VR B

P e L KHFE KE BREFE. HFS HARE KRS8 AR R GL M. E1E. 5
B ARE R M E K T D A EK R BN
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H E .Sl W

6/19/2014 A b A FKE. B AU I KT AR

T Aic b ARE EF S L ARE KB KR S8 AR R PG SR T o T
MY AN KW JE ] BT B R K B

GRS " b KHE KHE A RE PEAMERE MBS e R R AR M . E% B R AT
S ARE TR RN T B BN K ET] BT B D RER VR

7/10/2014 A+G | JbE A RE SEARSE BN B8 BER L BUH E IR I K Y AR (R

Hinop1d H b K FE KE A RE RS R PR S LB R BRI P& M B B R A
M ARE TR RN MmN K JET BT e O A RER VR R H B

G014 AL dbat KHFE BRE H S L ORIR R PG B B AT AR TR LT R 48
MKW JE T D A RER K R

1/%/3014 " bR R MR RS 22 S U P A SO R R R BT RN TR R R
B MM I B KW T BT D R B JRER VERER Bt

/279014 e b KEKE B B S L AR E KRB VKR A% RN R, E% s b A
RE TR M I B K BT e A AR R

87972014 * dbm KE KE BREFE. FS UWHAFE KE RN AL, L8 EE M A0,
TR M B AR K JETT BT e D RER R E B

8/16/2014 B, bt K EFE BRE FEAEE B 2N F S R ARE KRB KR R AL P E L B
W B R B VAR M T I AE K BT BT B A JRER B VR

ot oid A JEaC PEAIRERE N DR A R KR VR IR R ARLAUMN S IE R TR
Y FE@M KV BT B AR E K

9/4/2014 A dba B EE . B A I R

P it b5t K F KE ARE PR 2M HF S ARKE KB B8 AN RN A% FBM . B
OB IR M I RN T BT B VR VR
bt KEFE KE ARE FERIERE OFR  H S P R KR B8 K5 R 8% AR .

9/20/2014 A+G | FFE W B BN A T RN TN YN KW ETT BT B A RER .
HIK HFH B

9/27/2014 A JUCE PA/REE A FE KR B B R BTN AR TR T I K YD AR

10/2/2014 A+G | JbE ARE BRI E S M

10/11/2014 e AT AR EE A K RS B A B IR T R BB
U KA K MR EE PR RIS TR S DR BH R KRR 28 RS P2 AR TR

10/18/2014 A+G | BRI, ¥ B R BT AR IR R TN RN AR KV BT R T R B R
ER (BB

10/2572014 N JbR KB KE BRE 2N ES W KB KR S8 A5 R GE M. £
W R BN AR M T I EN K ETT BT RO EE RER EK B

114508 Tl bR KF BRE BFE TS UM AKE S8R R AE M B e b &
RE RN M Y AR KV JETT BT D BB AR E R LB

R e R KE KE BREHFS CH. R KR R R BN B8 e M & e 9
M BN K R B D A RER L VEK R B

11/13/2014 A b= A FKE BN M B K Y ORER
JEH KE MR REE AR B R M S P R VKR L S8 RS BRI P AR

11/22/2014 A+G | FrE. B B O A IR RN TN R RN KW R BTV R B RER
HK.EH

12/4/2014 A b5 A FE KR B M YR E RS

BB RS BRI




gk

H FikHR W

erota | Aac | HEEKEEVERES P S RIE R 5T R PR FOM LR
A IR M A K BT T RS TR

i aote | s | AT K SAURYE EREE VR 2N T VPR R R KR B R R
BT M BUM A TR KW ] T R TR

ia0r0ta | A | AT RS M B TR KRR P M TR B RN IR
P TR A K T T R TR B

Source websites for IELTS reading materials

WwWw.

WWWwW.

Www.

marinemammal. org
animalbehavioronline. com

seafriends. org. nz

. earthlife. net

. nationalgeographic. com
. economist. com

. artsmanagement. net

. newyorker. com

. pilotfriend. com

. psychologytoday. com

. castles. org

. theaustralian. news. com. au
. orientalarchitecture. com
. greenhouse. gov. au

. thebritishmuseum. ac. uk
. historyguide. org

. greennature. com

. ft. com

. ecology. com

. newscientist. com

. nature. com

. americanscientist. org

. scienceweek. com

. sciencedaily. com

. sciencenews. org

. popular-science. net

. scienceandsociety. com

Additional links for preparing IELTS test

e Newspapers are excellent sources of text. Try any of the following:

www. independent. co. uk

www. guardian. co. uk

WWW. scmp. com

INTRODUCTION | 007
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® Journals and magazines are equally good and may include more specialized or academic vocabulary. Try

something in your subject field, something you enjoy, or

www. nationalgeographic. com

www. actionasia. com

WWwWWw. economist. com

www. bbe. co. uk/worldservice/ ( This site gives BBC news coverage: you can listen or read. )

www. bbe. co. uk/worldservice/learningenglish/ ( This link uses BBC material to help you improve your
English. )

Twenty tips for the IELTS academic reading test

il

Try your best to answer all questions. Incorrect answers will not be punished by cutting down on your total

marks.

. The reading test is considered by many to be the most difficult part of IELTS with some justification. You have

to read three long sections, each with multiple paragraphs, and answer 40 questions (13 to 14 per section).
Unlike the listening test, no extra time is given at the end to transfer your answers to the answer sheet.

Time can be a major constraint since you only have an hour to finish the test.

. Read the instructions and questions carefully so you don’t make a silly mistake. As you read the questions, use

a pencil to underline important information such as dates, places and names. For example, people often will
mix the yes/no answers with the true/false answers and write yes as an answer instead of true or vice versa.
Strictly speaking, you are wrong although you have understood the question and answer. Do not take it for

granted that you are already familiar with the protocols and procedures.

. Answer the questions exactly in the way you are asked to. If the question asks for one answer, then give one

answer. Giving two is wrong as it asks for one and you will be marked wrong. The type of question where this

could happen would be: Give one example of... Writing two examples to show you really understand is wrong.

. If the question asks for no more than 3 words, use no more than 3 words. Writing 4 words or more is wrong.

You won’t be asked to do it in 3 words or less unless it is possible. So don’t worry. It can always be done.

One area that students don’t like is that, in the reading test, good grammar and spelling are important. So take
care while writing in the short answers. You will lose points for incorrect spelling. Take special care when
copying words from the text. The grammar part is not as important as you can’t make many grammar errors in 3
words (the maximum you use in the reading test) but, if you spell something wrong, it will be marked as

wrong. So, be careful about your spelling!

. The most important thing to understand is that the test does NOT assess your comprehension of the paragraphs.

It does NOT test how well you have understood the passage. It tests specific skills called Scanning and

Skimming.

Don’t spend too much time on a single question as that will lose your time for answering questions that could be
easier for you. Sometimes leaving a question and coming back later can help you answer it too. Leave any
questions that you have spent too long on, and come back at the end of the test if you have time. Sometimes, if
the question has a yes/no/not given answer, the answer you are looking for does not exist as it could be a not

given. Be aware so you don’t waste time looking for something that doesn’t exist there.

. One constant discussion is whether to read the questions first and then read the passage or read the passage first

BEEMAESFRERE
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14

12

13

14.

and then the questions. From my experience with many students my conclusion is that there is no correct answer
for this. It depends on a number of variables. It can depend on the types of question and how difficult the
questions are. It can depend on how good and fast a reader you are. It can depend on the length of the text and
how much time you have. Let’s look at these variables:If the question type is difficult and asking something
which is hard to answer, then reading the text first can help. Just a quick survey through using a technique
called skimming (see below for an analysis of skimming) can give you the knowledge of the text that will help
you find the answer more easily. To know whether you should read the IELTS Reading passage first or the
questions first, experiment with both strategies and see what works best for you. Many students have found it
helps to skim through the questions first to get an idea of what to pay attention to in the reading passage. This
method may work for you too, but in reality, it depends on a number of factors. These include how well or how
quickly you read, the type of questions, how difficult they are, how much time you have, and so on. So, never
mind what your teacher recommends, or what your best friend is going to do. Try both ways and see what helps

you the most.

If you are a good, fast reader, then you can read the text quickly, getting good knowledge of the content
without using up too much precious time. This can help you answer the questions better. If the texts are short

then it doesn’t take long to quickly read through them.

If time is short, then it doesn’t matter how complex or long the texts are. You need to get some answers on the
answer sheet as quickly as possible. So, you can see that there is not one answer to the problem of whether to
read the texts or the questions first. What I tell students is to experiment in your practice and see what suits
you for the different types of question in different situations. As usual, practising your techniques with good

quality IELTS practice tests is the key.

Time management is the key to success. You have a number of texts to read and 40 questions to answer in one
hour. If you spend too long on one part, you may find that you have not enough time to finish all the questions
and some of those questions could be ones that you could answer quite easily. Therefore, don’t spend too long
on a difficult question. Keep an eye on the clock. It’s a good idea to have your watch or a small clock on your
desk so you know exactly how long you have left in the test at any given time. In addition to this, keep control
on how long you spend on each section. Remember the test gets more difficult as it goes on so you will probably
need more time for the questions at the end than for those at the start. Maybe a guideline could be:15 — 17
minutes on section 1; 18 —20 minutes on section 2; 21 — 23 minutes on section 3. If possible, keep some
spare time to check your answers (If you can do things more quickly all the better as that will give you time to
look at questions that you skipped and to check on your answers. ). With experience and practice on realistic

IELTS practice tests, you will soon know how long things take you, and be able to manage your time well.

Answer the questions one by one with the help of the underlined parts of the text, which have been highlighted
by you while you read it. Having read the text once, you will find it easy to find specific information by

scanning.

The answers usually appear in the text in the same order as the questions. That is, the answer to question 4
will be earlier in the text than the answer to question 5. However, this need not always be true. It may apply
to each question type rather than to all the questions taken together. The answer to MCQ 2 will appear before
that to MCQ 3 and the answer to Matching question 2 will usually appear earlier than that to Matching question
3. However, the answer to MCQ 3 may appear before the answer to Matching question 2. This will not apply to
questions like “In which paragraph does this information appear?” and “Yes/No/Not Given”. For these

INTRODUCTION
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question types, the information may be scattered randomly anywhere in the paragraphs.

15. As soon as you find an answer, write it against the question on the question paper. It is not always a good idea

to try answering questions in the order in which they are asked.

16. The toughest questions are the True/False/Not Given and Yes/No/Not Given ones. Practise doing these
questions till you are confident. Make sure you do not answer True/False for a Yes/No question and vice versa.

Such an answer will be considered wrong and fetch no marks.
17. Do not get stuck on any one question. If you can’t get the answer, move on. You can always come back later.

18. In reading part, one must follow the following part to solve it:

(1) In the reading part, one has to read and understand THE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PASSAGE.

(2) Read the questions FIRST and remember them. Circle key words on the QUESTIONS like dates, names,
places, etc. , so that you can have an idea of the type of information you will be looking for and when you
are reading the passage, these key words/triggers will ring a bell.

(3) Read instructions carefully. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT because this is a READING test. You have to
read instructions also.

(4) Read the first paragraph and glance through the questions and think if you can answer any question.

(5) Read other paragraphs and do the same.

(6) While reading a paragraph, also encircle the key words in the paragraph.

(7) Remember one thing: all the questions in ONE PARTICULAR SET are in a sequence and order and SO is
the information in the paragraph.

(8) Do at least one hour of reading daily in a quiet place and try to read 6 pages of English articles on a

regular basis.

19. Read the IELTS Reading instructions carefully. Don’t try to save time by skipping this part. The instructions
give you critical information about how many words the answer should be, what exactly you need to do, and so

on. Always read the instructions, even if you have done hundreds of practice tests already!

20. If you have finished the exam with time to spare, don’t just sit there! Check what you have done. If you have

time after the check, check again, and again...

Reading Techniques.Skimming, Scanning and Pre-reading Strategies
Skimming and scanning are the two main techniques that people use to read and answer IELTS reading tests. It’s
not a question of using one or the other but you will need both methods in doing the test. Let’s have a look at the

two techniques in turn.

1. Skimming

Skimming is reading fast to get the “gist” or the general idea of the text. This is done when you are reading a
paragraph quickly to get an idea of what it is about, without trying to understand its details. This technique is part
of the initial reading (see below). It can be modified (reading a little slower) to answer “Provide headings for the
paragraphs” , “In which paragraph does this information appear in the text?” and “ Author’s views” type of

questions.

There are different techniques of doing skimming. You can run your eyes over the text getting the general meaning,
not stopping at words that you don’t understand as this will slow you down. The important thing with skimming is

speed. Another way to skim is to just read the first and last paragraphs of a text and summaries as well. Skip the
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rest of the content, you could also just read the title, subtitles and illustrations if there are any. I prefer for IELTS
the first way—reading it all quickly to get the general meaning, but of course it depends on your reading speed. If
you are a slow reader in English you really need to practise to improve. You don’t need IELTS specific texts for
this. A good English newspaper is fine. Get one every day and read the articles as quickly as you can. Do this with
as many articles as possible every day and your speed will be quickly improved. Using IELTS practice tests is of

course the best way to practice.

2. Scanning

This is another very important technique for the IELTS Reading Tests. This is the technique that you use when you
are looking for a phone number in a directory or a specific word in a dictionary. You are not starting at the top and
reading every line back and forth as you would read a novel. You are moving your eyes around the text, back and
across and up and down. You are searching for some specific information: a word or a name. This is of great
importance technique in IELTS reading as you are often searching for some specific information. You read the
question and then you search for key words or ideas associated with the question. This is a bit more difficult to
practice than skimming. You get long texts (from newspapers, magazines, IELTS practice tests, or other sources)
and get a friend to read them and then ask you to find key ideas or words as quickly as possible. Again, if you do
this frequently, your speed will be quickly improved. You know the specific information you are looking for and you
go down the page quickly to find it. This technique is used when answering questions such as multiple-choice and
matching. You scan the passage to quickly find the information mentioned in the question. Once you find it, you

get the answer from the passage and write it against the question.

If you want to improve, there’s no secret. Practice. Practice. Practice. You won’t get better sitting and doing
nothing. Even good English users need practice for the IELTS exam. Doing plenty of challenging reading and doing
IELTS practice tests could make all the difference between your getting the band that you need, and getting half a

band less than you need and having to do the exam again.

Finally, there are no correct answers or methods. Here I've given you some ideas to guide you and hopefully to help
you but the questions can be answered well in different ways. Good luck with the IELTS Academic Reading Test! I
hope that this tutorial has helped you.

3. Pre-reading Strategies

(1) Go through the passage to locate the main idea as quickly as possible (Usually you should do this in less than
five minutes) .

(2) Do not read word for word, which is unnecessary and a waste of your valuable time.

(3) Ignore the new words if they do not pose a threat to your global comprehension.

(4) Read the title and subtitle of the passage ( Most IELTS reading passages have a title and some may also have a
subtitle ) .

(5) Read the first and the last paragraph which usually contain important information.

(6) Read the first sentence of each paragraph which is in general the topic sentence.

(7) Piece together the information you get from the title, subtitles, the first paragraph, the last paragraph, and

topic sentences to form the gist of the passage.
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