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PREFACE .

CHINA’S STATISTICS HEADING TOWARDS
INTERNATIONAIIZATION

Director —general of the State Statistical Bureau, PRC, and
director of China Organizing Committee of the 50th Session

by Zhang Sai

of the International Statistical Institute

he opening of the 50th session of the International
Stotistico! Institute in China is a great event for

China’s statistical field. The International
Statistical Institute has a history of more than 100 years.
The State Statistical Bureau of China has made world —
acknowledged achievements by sticking to an overall
opening — up strategy which conforms with the state
principle, actively integrating with the advanced
international standard and enhancing exchanges and co—
operation with the outside world since she became a
member of the institute in 1979.

The present situation and the development trend of
China’s statistics can be summed up as: China’s statistics
is heading towards internationalization.

The internationalization of statistics should includes
the internationalization of production, circulation and
utilization of statistical information. Such step is necessary
as the integration of the world economy is accelerated
while the technical quality of statistics has made it
possible for such internationalization. Many years’ effort
by the Statistical Committee of the United Nations as well
as other international organizations, especially effort by
the International Statistical Institute in more than 100 years
has made the possibility more realistic.

Since 1979, the Chinsse government has pursued a
policy of all —round opening up which helped to integrate
China’s economy with the world economy. Such setup has
directly pushed the internationalization process of China’s
statistics. The State Statistical Bureau of China proposed
the "open” statistics in 1980 in light of the situation and it
initiated _the internationalization strategy in 1993. The
move is hailed as an important initiative in drawing from
the international experiences in statistics to improve
China’s statistical ability and realize China’s statistical
modernization.

It is a set principle in China’s statistical development
to push forward the staiistical internationalization. The
strategy is part of China’s effort to realize socialization,
internationalization, industrialization and commerciali-
zation in statistical work and a further step of expansion in
space and technical upgrading. At present, China has
been engaged itself in the establishment of socialist
market economy. It is a steady and long—term economic
restructuring process as well as the restructuring and
reforming process in China’s statistical structure. The
State Statistical Bureau of China has taken it an excellent
opportunity to push ahead with the statistical

internationalization so as to unify China’s statistical
criteria and practice with those of the world. Of course,
China has its own characteristics in economic structure,
socio — economic structure and means of economic
management. Therefore, the establishment of China’s
statistical structure should rest on the Chinese situation. It
is necessary to push ahead with the internationalization of
China’s statistical system and China’s current situation
must also be taken into account. China’s statistical
system had its own distinctive features in the past. It has
its own features at present and will continue so in the
future.

The internationalization of China’s statistical system
is a arduous and long process which calls for an
unremitting effort by Chinese statistical workers but also
co —operation and support from the international statistical
circle. On the other hand, China is a large developing
country with 1.2 billion population. The inter-
nationalization of statistical system would be incomplete
without the active co — operation and profound
participation by the Chinese statistical workers. In this
respect, the advances in China’s statistics is a strong
support to the world statistical development. We hope that
the international statistical community, will, as always,
support the reform and development in China’s statistical
work and help China with the smooth transformation of
statistical structure in the restructuring of Chinese
economy. We are also willing to expand the discussion
and exchanges with the international statistical field so
that we can make further contribution to promoting the
development of the world statistical work.

The opening of the 50th session of the International
Statistical Institute in China will exert far — reaching
significance to promoting the common prosperity of
statistical cause in China as well as the entire world an
provide a good opportunity for experts from the
international  statistical organizations and  various
countries of the world to know more about China as well.
Therefore, the organizing committee of the current
conference compiled a picture album named ”Let the world
know China.” We hope our friends from various parts of the
world can, from various aspects of the album, get to see
the root of China’s economic forest by looking through the
thick leaves from the album, though far from an entire
picture of China’s economy.
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s we move from Cairo in 1991 to Florence in 1993 to Beijing in 1995, our
A thoughts turn to three great, continuing civilizations which have flourished
at these centers. Our thoughts also turn to the interactions and highest
manifestations of human spirit, wisdom and inventiveness that have enriched and
marked these civilizations and made it possible for us to think of and hope for a
global human civilization on our planet.

These concerns will be close to our heart as statisticians from all over the
world meet here at Beijing arguing about emerging problems of global statistics,
long term perspectives in our subject, and new intellectual and computational
frontiers.

All of this has been possible because the International Statistical Institute is
a forum for all statisticians, irrespective of their creed. professional interests or
nationality. It has also been possible because of the gracious hospitality of the
Government of China who invited- us here for our 50th biennial session and the
great job by the Chinese Organizing Committee.

Enjoy our 50th session in a great city.
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Jayanta K. Ghosh
(President, ISI)

1991 4EHFF B, 1993 4EH B B 1065 B 1995 4 9L 5, RATHY M4 HLL X =14
“F'L\F)T?%E?Hyi}%ﬂﬂéﬂ’ﬂf%ﬁiﬂﬁu?ﬁﬂ‘]ﬁ$%’#%ﬂTﬁﬂ;ﬁFﬁ“}iifﬁﬂ’ﬂ}\§$ﬁ
L R B3 SRR B R IR TR 5] B SOF A B ATRE A AT TX M
BERH K2 NI .
Sttt R G2 R IE R R BT AR AU 5T, R R BRGE V2 5 BT i 9 B ]
G 5 R R A R B AR %ﬂﬁ‘%ﬁﬁﬁi#ﬁ%%ﬁ
A2 Fr A e 2 RIS, BB N E Frs RHES. %
W EE—RME T k. EFlﬁﬁ(lﬁé’]ﬁ%ﬁ%&*l{’ﬂmﬁj\AE’Jﬁ&IﬂF id
BATRELEIL A IFEE 50 MMSE — N &

ERRg it ER

Jayanta K. Ghosh



