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Thank you for buying this book. I am confident that the guidance, practice and advice
you will find between these covers will be a great help towards achieving the IELTS
score you need.

As the representative of the IELTS partners in China, I wish you every success in your
IELTS test and trust that your IELTS score will be instrumental in opening doors upon
new educational and career opportunities in the future.

With very best wishes,
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Greg Selby BRE®
Director Examinations, East Asia FiXEHFITX I E 54
British Council ZEEX{HE
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VI

This book and its accompanying DVD provide explanations, advice, and practice in the
skills you will need to perform to the best of your ability in the IELTS test. This is the
first official publication produced by the British Council which is specifically targeted
at Chinese test-takers, with tips and samples which have been carefully selected to help
you achieve your best possible score.

Content of this book

The book includes four complete IELTS Academic practice tests combined with two
General Training Reading and Writing papers.

The practice tests come with comprehensive answer key analysis for the Listening and
Reading papers, which not only tells you what the correct answers are but also shows
you why these are correct, and where appropriate, why other answers are incorrect.

You will also find tips and commentary on the four sections which make up the IELTS
test: Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. In each section you will:

* learn what to expect in the test
* practise what you need to know and do
* get advice on exactly how you need to approach the test itself

We have prepared this content especially for Chinese test-takers, so you will find:

* bilingual tips and commentary sections
* advice specifically for Chinese test-takers
* high-scoring samples of Speaking and Writing Task 2 produced by Chinese candidates

How to use this book

Assuming you have a few months to prepare, you should start with the commentary,
tips and practice activities. Then look at the contents of the accompanying DVD. In the
DVD you will find:

* videos explaining the four sections of the test, and in particular each of the
assessment criteria used for the Speaking and Writing papers

* examples of Chinese candidates sitting Speaking tests, with scores and explanatory
comments

* examples of Chinese candidates written responses, all addressing the same Task 2
question, with scores and explanatory comments

Finally, do the practice tests. Monitoring your timing is important here, since you will
not always be told how much time to spend on individual questions during the IELTS
test. There is no space in the book for you to write answers and so you will need to
prepare your own answer sheets.

If preparation time is limited, do a practice test first. Discuss your answers and results
with a teacher or someone who is familiar with the test, and get a sense of your strengths
and weaknesses over the four papers. Then focus on the practice activities for those
papers where you show the most significant weaknesses. If time permits, go on to look
at the other areas.



In addition to this book, you can also use the online content of Road to IELTS, which
has over 300 interactive activities for the four IELTS skills, videos of British Council
experts giving IELTS advice and timed IELTS practice tests with model answers.

There is no single perfect way to approach any of the IELTS papers. Different teachers,
books and websites will give you different advice, methods and techniques. Many of
these might be useful. Some advice, though well-intentioned, may not really be helpful.
So listen to official sources, have an open mind, and see what works best for you.

Who are the British Council?

The British Council is a joint owner of the IELTS test, along with IDP: IELTS Australia
and Cambridge English Language Assessment.

The British Council creates international opportunities for the people of the UK and
other countries and builds trust between them worldwide. We call this work cultural
relations. We are on the ground in over 100 countries.

The British Council was established in China in 1943. Each year, we now engage with
more than 25 million English language learners from more than 50 cities across China,
and also work with 10,000 English teachers. Through the delivery of IELTS, as well
as other academic and professional exams, we have facilitated access to international
education and professional careers for hundreds of thousands of Chinese people. We
have used our knowledge and understanding of the Chinese context, and Chinese test-
takers, in producing this book.

The IELTS test

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is the world’s most popular
English language proficiency test for higher education and global migration, with over 2
million tests taken in the past year.

The IELTS test is developed by some of the world’s leading experts in language
assessment. It has an excellent international reputation, and is accepted by over 9,000
organisations worldwide, including schools, universities, employers, immigration
authorities and professional bodies.

IELTS is a test of communicative ability. IELTS assesses all of your English skills —
reading, writing, listening and speaking, and is designed to reflect how you will use
English at study, at work and at play, in your new life abroad. The IELTS results mean:

a fu n: the language. Your use
of English is a te, fluent, and you show
| complete understanding.
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These are the average scores for IELTS candidates in China for 2012.

Listening Reading Writing Speaking Overall

Produced from http://www.ielts.org/researchers/analysis-of-test-data/test-taker-performance-2012.aspx

If you want to do well in the IELTS test, the key factor you need to address is your
proficiency in using English to communicate. This should be your goal and purpose in
your preparation for the test.

We encourage you to focus on both the exam-related practice we have set out in the first
four sections and the practice test section of this book, and also general practice in your
everyday life, such as listening to or reading the news in English.

There are no secret methods or special techniques that will lead to a dramatic improvement
in your performance. It is better to focus on regular practice and identifying the style of
learning which best improves your language proficiency.

Finally, we hope you find this book useful and that it helps you both communicate better
in English and perform to the best of your ability in the IELTS test. Good luck in the test
and in whatever you use your English for in the future!
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