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New Mission for

Chinese Christians
Bk i

ARHALHRImRK, RS, KARSHFE —XF
#o ABHRTHATE, RAEAWHN, £F%, ABE
BFHREGAAEREAHARFATRA, THFRETGE
HIEETRHREAHKAGME THA A E A L Fford
SPFFABR G E—F RN, KB AR @ E GRS,
TERANHFEHEFRERT A K469 —5 57,

Church leaders are turning their minds towards the
task of building up the life of the church well. “Our aim is
to make the churches places every Christian loves to go,1”
said Anglican Bishop? K.H.Ting in an exclusive interview
with Beijing Review.?

Bishop Ting, also principal of Nanjing Theological
College,* noted that this focus has been ascertained at a
meeting on Christian work held in Hangzhou last February.
It suggested that with the principles of self-government,
self-support and self-propagation firmly established, it was
alrcady a foregone conclusion the church in China was to be
governed by Chinese Christians and not by foreign mis-
sionaries. ®

Christians at home and abroad are very much for the
Three-Self idea when they see for themselves its results,
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noted Ting. Robert Runcie, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 6
demonstrated his support for the Chinese Church by making
two recent visits to China. He considers the formation in
the 16th century of the Church of England? by throwing
off the yoke of the Pope very much a Three-Self Movement
too.

It is barely three years since Beijing Review’ s first inter-
view with Bishop Ting in June 1984. The church was then
just recovering from the 10-year setbacks of the “cultural
revolution” (1966-76). Since that time striking changes in
China’s religious life have taken place and Chinese Protest-
ant Christians8 have opened over 4,000 churches across the
country. They now claim some 4 million members.

The burgeoning religion® has begun to put more
emphasis on the training of leaders. Over the past three
years, nine more theological training centres, which include
seminaries and theological schools at lower levels, have
been set upin Beijing, Shenyang in northern China and in
Shanghai, Hangzhou, Wuhan, Fuzhou and Gwangzhou in
the south. Nanjing Theological College was once the only
seminary in China. Now these institutes have a combined
total enrollment of more than 600 students.19

These students were chosen from among 5,000 applic-
ants with senior middle school education. Recommended by
their local churches they have to pass a stiff examination.11
In their four—year course, they study theology the Bible and
church history, foreign languages and other subjects. “All
these efforts are geared to produce a new generation of
Christian leaders,” said Ting.

“We also need specialists such as artists, painters and
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sculptors. There are exhibits in Nanjing devoted to Chinese
traditional artistic forms imbued with12 Christian themes.”

However, Ting lamented a shortage of qualitied teach-
ers.13 Even in Nanjing Theological College, the full time
faculty14 includes only seven professors, seven associate
professors and six instructors and a few lecturers. The
majority of them are elderly. “It was impossible to train
any Christian teachers during the ‘cultural revolution.””
Now, he added, religious beliefs are again fully protected
by the Constituiion.13 Theological education has been
placed high on the Church’s agendal6 and a committee on
theological educaiion has been established by the China
Christian Council.

In the past three years, more and more religious books
have been published, Ting recalied. During the six years
up to the end of 1986, about 2.30 million Bibles were printed
and sold. A newly published Hymnall? consists of 400
hymns of which the music and lyrics for about 100 have
been written by Chinese Christians.

Ting sees the neced for a journal for local ministers
only. The Nanjing Theological Review is in its fourth year and
has two editions, domestic and overseas, with a total circul-
ation of 18,000, probably one of the most widely circulated
theological journal in the world.

Another interesting development of modern Christi-
anity in China is that more and more women ars giving
leadership and receiving ordination,8 Bishop Ting pointed
out. Women make up one-sixth of the 300 ministers
ordained in the last three yeas. “We have, for example, a
lay woman serving as the chairperson of the Jiangsu Prov-
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incial Christian Council,”1? Ting said, adding that now
female students in China’s theological schools account for 33
percent of the total student bodies.

Worship groups in Christian’s homes, a tradition that
has long been practised by Protestants here, is very mucha
part of China’s Three—Self Movement and has its roots in
the Bible, Ting stressed. “However,” he said, “there has
been some misunderstanding and misrepresentation abroad
over the so—called home-churches. Some have called them
the ‘underground churches’ as if these groups are opponents
of the people’s government in China or of our Three—Self
Movement.” “They certainly are not,” Ting pointed out.
“In fact, my mother who passed away a few months ago
at the age of 101 was a very ardent devotee of such a group
which met in her home.” Ting added that to meet the needs
of those home-church leaders, a special journal is being
published by Nanjing Seminary.

In recent years, Protestants have also pursued a
vigorous exchange programme with foreign countries2©
and have established contacts with more Christian groups
and individuals overseas, Ting noted. He mentioned the
visit paid by the Archbishop of Canterbury, spiritual head
of World Anglicanism,21 the delegation from the British
Council of Churches, Ugandan Bishop Festol Kivengere
and the group led by Dr. Hubbard, President of Fuller
Theology Seminary in Pasadena, California. In addition,
Ting spoke of the delegation of the presidents of several
seminaries in the United States that have also come to visit
Chinese churches. Ting told Beijing Review reportcrs he was
expecting president Donald Shriver and his wife from the
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Union Theological Seminary, New York, Ting’ s alma ma-
ter.22 “I’m also very pleased to see that in recent years more
and more Christian groups from evangelical ‘denominat-
ions are deepening their contacts with us,”” 23 Ting said.

““As for international activities, we have attended twice
the meetings of the World Conference on Religion and
Peace (WCRP), a world organization with its headquarters
in New York and Geneva. Chinesc Protestants took part
in the Asian Conference on Religion and Peace held last year
in Seoul, South Korea. And I just came back from the
International Conference on Religious Liberty held in New
Delhi, India, where I was a speaker.”

When asked whether the current criticism of bourgeois
liberalization had any effect on his church, Ting said,
“No, all-out westernization24 is something we have stood
against all these years, as witnessed to by our principles of
self-government, self-support and self-propagation. But,
self-isolation is not one of the three. The Chinese church is to
be rooted in the Chinese soil, but related to churches in
other lands. We arc enriched as a part of the church univers-
al.” 25

(From Beijing Review June 1, 1987)

1. Our aim---to go: FRAT (Y B 1y 2 Adi 88 ) g 15 — A 388 B4
HBREM R, 2. Anglican bishop: 23 H#EH, “xHEFET
it B ALY E M X RS D EL R R B = KBk 2, B
KEEAHEMR, MR AWBPEMENB L, F1HAS % ML,
AR EMTE R, 3. an cxclusive. Review: 33 b sUR R 19—
W #Eij, 4. Nanjing Theological College: FjRi#i2:PE, 5. that with
the principles...foreign missionaries: [fi37“Hi5., H. HEEHKE
W R E L, FEGBRR T EEEE QRS T 8
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6. thc Archbishop of Canterbury: I4HAFH K EH, HFEEIZASHK
W, KEEMEREREL IR 2 ME EECRIKEAE KA X (BEER
S5 YA LIET T M 22 H X )k 32 % 7. He considers---Movement too:
kB HAM DREHEERTERNER R A MILET 3 “=H
iZ7)” .the Church of England #EXAL,BHEEEZ, BERETF g
WEBWEARFTH RIS R T A ERB B EE P I 4
22 SEH R, TR E F R\ R 1 (1509—1547), HE 5P T HE
24, BRBIIPITMIEEF /A4, 8. Protestant Christians: ZLE 85 #
%{6% EBEOHE, SR HE, 7 PEXETREEE, UEERKRY,
MESEZLIMNBIIAAGEHEETERES gy, 5X 24,
RIEHIL B A =K4r3, 9. The burgeoning religion: IF 15 % % &Y
FEAEM, 10. Now these institutes .- students: U1 4 5x Lh 2 BE AR By
ERFEBREESHEEATEZ A, . to pass-.-cxamination: g™
W, 12. imbued with: *'*:ﬁ ...... &% , 13. lamented...teachers:
X ARBOTHERZ F R VS, 14, the full-time faculty: #PHE AR,
15. Constitution: 753, 16. Theological education...agenda: 2 #
FEH#ETHSWHABWEEME, 17. Hymnal: $EEEE, #E
¥ (Hymn), JR3R@H M, &Zﬁjgﬁ)\%ﬂ’lﬁf“ﬂ 1HPF’F§%3IE, poe
E‘fﬁlﬁfﬂﬂ(’}ﬁ%’?ll'fﬁfmo W ESAKE, SRR, Winm
PR, R CE2y MR, FB O e TR IR A A NE R R,

18. receiving ordination: 3% X §!, 19. alay woman...Council: —
DL & FHATI R BB H S 41, 20. have also..-foreign count-
ries: ORI ¥ MR G2 6] %) AT 5 SERF I A MR . 21. spiritual head
---Anglicanism: {lt R XA LW MM, 22. alma mater: ¥, 23.
more and more--with us: ERAAE 51T H IR 1038 B ALSUE
TEMFEERINWBER, 24. all-out westernization: £ 7§k, 25. the

church universal: = the umvcrsal church ﬁ'ﬁ.z—ﬁ

(J’J&-P 39, )
'3.out of range: ‘JEM M AT FE 2 4h, 24. the faint rustle of the grasses:
Uil SR =3 SUR U 25. safety catch: {g#2, 26. blind:
CREBE RS I ) SRR &b 27. a big pintail drake: — 2 kg1,
28. The splendid bird...breast gleaming: BB R A iy 3 JL 37 %0 & 0 55
&, HENH, BEREX, NITERE, AaiBmNEEg,
2. radiant: (EREN P, 206MEN,  30. briefly: HHu,
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Love and Marriage
in
China

[3£] Stephen Jessel

RRR &

In China there is a legal minimum age for marriage.1
It is twenty for a woman and twenty-two for a man, but
people are expected to marry around four or five years
above that minimum. 2 Usually when someone reaches mar-
riageable age, friends, relatives or parents will arrange a
meeting with somebody regarded as suitable.® Match-
makers4 are also used. To some extent this reflects the fact
that it’s very hard to mect people of the opposite sex.5
There’s little entertainment; nothing resembling the youth
culture of the West. That’s why the city authorities herc in
Peking have been arranging decorous dances® and have
established a sort of computer dating service.? Marriage
bureaux$® exist—and the newspapers are full of “lonely
hearts” advertisements.® An article in the People’s Daily
criticised these advertisers for living in a dream world.

“Too many people,” the article said, “are being unre-
alistic,bearing in mind 19 that the advertisers are not them-
selves in the first flush of youth.1! The women want to meet
tall, well-educated young men established in good jobs.12
The men want girls with ‘the looks of a filmstar, the figure

10
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of a sportswoman, the patience of a waitress, the voice of
an announcer and the kitchen skills of a chef.’13 People
should be more practical and flexible.”

Surveys have indicated that young women are looking
for prospective husbands!4 who are honest, mild—tempered,
enterpricing, 15 intelligent, decent, eager to learn and tall.
From the girls’ points of view, good looks don’t seem to be
that important.

These days, honeymoons16 are becoming more com-
mon. As a result, the man may spend the equivalent of two
years’ wages on his wedding. Nevertheless, hope springs
eternal. 17 The magazine that started the first ‘lonely hearts’
column in 1981 still geis around fifty advertisements a
week, and each advertiser can expect several hundred
replies.

(From BBC English)

1. alegal minimum age for marriage: 3% X IGHF % . 2. around
four-..minimum : ;3 G IS 4 2 5 % 24 3. somebody regarded as
suitahle: YA /WIS, 4. maichmaker: A, 5. the opposite
sex: Hitk, 6. decorous dances: IEVRAELES, 7. computer da-
ting service: FFELHLES WS 44 R (—F R TISEYL 9 R I8 H FE AT
WIS B, Il AR RS EREBTRMAGENRSRL).
8. marriage burcaux: I 4, 9. “lonely hearts”advertisements:
“fEA ") 4, lonely hearts: ({8 )% F ¥ 408545 4153 % ,10. bearing
in mind: 3. gl D, HAEEE SR, 11, in  the first flush of

the kitchen skills of a chef: JFfJii fy 24+ &, 14. prospective husbands:

Fhsk, 15. enterprising: HE k., 16. honeymoons: %5 H i,
17. hope springs eternal: (S 2061 ) 7 £ R Wi il B o

11



