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Foreword

Ancient trees, extended lanes and gate-towers,
Witness Hutong's long years.
Beijing, a 800-odd-year national capital,

s Hutongs possess also an 800-year chronicle.

Mr. Wang Zengqi did mention,

That Hutongs are residences as well as cultural pattern
Mr. Deng Yunxiang had a wording,

T'hat Beijing's Hutongs are living and have feeling.
Mr. Shu Yi concluded the truth,

That Hutongs are peculiar to Beijing and unique on the
earth.

What they said are quiet reasonable,

And what they judged is desirable.

Hutongs run south and north, or east and west,

Lining both sides are quadrangles” wall towering aloft
Residing in Hutongs, Beijingers are open and
aboveboard,

Abide by the law, upright and high-minded.

Left in Hutongs are so many furrows,
A\s well as numerous people’s shadows.
Echoing in Hutongs are so many sounds,

I'hey are low-pitched or loud and sonorous.

Attatching to Hutongs,

Are traveling men’s endless yearnings;

Along with those neighbors of long standing,
And their deep feeling.

Only in China is Beijing’s Hutong,

Elegant yet simple, easy but solemn.

They are also unique in world,

Close to the nature, but peaceful among discord.
A masterpiece of harmony of man and nature,
Beijing’s inimitable Hutongs are super.

Do not substitute the common for the uniqueness,
Please protect them but not reduced to ruins.

And we must redouble our efforts,

T'o cherish them and prolong their lives.
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Dear reader. whoever you may be - a tourist
visiting Beijing for the first time or a Beijinger
who has just come back after a long, long ab-
sence - you will surely find time to explore
Betjing 5 hutongs (side lanes) in a group or
alone. by bicycle or pedicab. to enjoy the
unique hutong culture of this ancient city.

This album The Hutongs of Beijing will tell
vou the fascinating stories of Beijing's hutongs
from ditterent angles and about their changes
over the past centuries.

Hutongs are known as streets. lanes, and al-
leys in other cities in China. and they form the
skeleton of old Beijing. Their history can be
traced buck to the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368)
when the Mongols built Dadu (the Great
Capital). which later became Beijing.

In 1215. Mongol troops led by Genghis
Khan attacked the Jin Tartars and burned down
their palace in Zhongdu or Yanjing (the Cen-
tral Capital of Jin) in what is now Beijing.

Khublai Khan, the grandson of Genghis Khan,

| builta group of three palatial structures by the



waterside on the northwestern outskirts of

Zhongdu as the center of his new capital and
encircled the area with a city wall. The central
axis of the capital city ran from Zhonggulou
(Bell and Drum Towers) in the north to the
city gate in the south. There were nine north-
south and nine east-west streets intersecting
each other and dividing the city into rectangu-
lar blocks of single-story houses grouped
around courtyards.

Hutongs and their courtyard houses (known
as siheyuan in Chinese) have been the home
of Beijing residents through the ages. but as
time goes by, they are changing.

Many hutongs were named after the mar-
kets or trades once conducted along them. Oth-
ers took their names from famous people.

Beijing’s hutong culture is part of the culture

created by Beijing residents generation after

generation. If you make a tour of the hutongs,
you will better understand their past and

present and have a great deal of fun as well.
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Ancient trees, extended lanes and gate-towers,
Witness Hutong's long years.
Beijing, a 800-odd-year national capital,

s Hutongs possess also an 800-year chronicle.

Mr. Wang Zengqi did mention,

That Hutongs are residences as well as cultural pattern
Mr. Deng Yunxiang had a wording,

T'hat Beijing's Hutongs are living and have feeling.
Mr. Shu Yi concluded the truth,

That Hutongs are peculiar to Beijing and unique on the
earth.

What they said are quiet reasonable,

And what they judged is desirable.

Hutongs run south and north, or east and west,

Lining both sides are quadrangles” wall towering aloft
Residing in Hutongs, Beijingers are open and
aboveboard,

Abide by the law, upright and high-minded.

Left in Hutongs are so many furrows,
A\s well as numerous people’s shadows.
Echoing in Hutongs are so many sounds,

I'hey are low-pitched or loud and sonorous.

Attatching to Hutongs,

Are traveling men’s endless yearnings;

Along with those neighbors of long standing,
And their deep feeling.

Only in China is Beijing’s Hutong,

Elegant yet simple, easy but solemn.

They are also unique in world,

Close to the nature, but peaceful among discord.
A masterpiece of harmony of man and nature,
Beijing’s inimitable Hutongs are super.

Do not substitute the common for the uniqueness,
Please protect them but not reduced to ruins.

And we must redouble our efforts,

T'o cherish them and prolong their lives.
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Dear reader. whoever you may be - a tourist
visiting Beijing for the first time or a Beijinger
who has just come back after a long. long ab-
sence - you will surely find time to explore
Beijing ' hutongs (side lanes) in a group or
alone. by bicycele or pedicab. to enjoy the
unique hutong culture of this ancient city.

This album The Hutongs of Beijing will tell
vou the fascinating stories of Beijing's hutongs
from difterent angles and about their changes
over the past centuries.

Hutongs are known as streets. lanes, and al-
leys in other cities in China. and they form the
skeleton of old Beijing. Their history can be
traced back to the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368)
when the Mongols built Dadu (the Great
Capitaly. which later became Beijing.

In 1215. Mongol troops led by Genghis
Khan attacked the Jin Tartars and burned down
their palace in Zhongdu or Yanjing (the Cen-
tral Capital of Jin) in what is now Beijing.
Khublai Khan, the grandson of Genghis Khan,

built a group of three palatial structures by the



waterside on the northwestern outskirts of

Zhongdu as the center of his new capital and
encircled the area with a city wall. The central
axis of the capital city ran from Zhonggulou
(Bell and Drum Towers) in the north to the
city gate in the south. There were nine north-
south and nine east-west streets intersecting
each other and dividing the city into rectangu-
lar blocks of single-story houses grouped
around courtyards.

Hutongs and their courtyard houses (known
as siheyuan in Chinese) have been the home
of Beijing residents through the ages. but as
time goes by, they are changing.

Many hutongs were named after the mar-
kets or trades once conducted along them. Oth-
ers took their names from famous people.

Beijing’s hutong culture is part of the culture

created by Beijing residents generation after

generation. If you make a tour of the hutongs,
you will better understand their past and

present and have a great deal of fun as well.
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Luxuriant growth of leaves and branches bring hutong a fresh
and cool air. However, in former days, the hutongs in Beijing were
unpaved. They were “dusty on fine days and muddy on rainy ones”,

as an old saying goes.

>

FEHOEARZ S < o Zfiio 7 UlFRO AR 2, TEDSIR )
RWERHZ=R®DOIFZN, ABGEAMEIEAFANOHMRA ), L
Wo - HHAEEOEOEMIL —fm 4L

iy (-




-~







o . {ih by b L T T

. JLIEE TR R

\ doorway durine Spring Festi
nost important festival in China. It
the custom of Beijingers to pasle
Spring Festival couplets, pictures of the
r god. and auspicious characters on
ieposts and door panels on that
aston.This picture was taken in

tochangsitiao Hutong

3 V) ez |
Fhee . RANEBE . IBfark
LT 40 Fbs b e o i 4
bR (] p 7 7 I g fu

~ 1 ‘
}

Char (Tea) Hutong. Beijing
hutongs are quiet on weekdays as the
hoolchildren and most of the adults arc
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Hutong Culture

The old city of Beijing was built according to a plan
based on Chinese philosophy. It symbolized imperial
authority on the one hand and showed folk culture on
the other.

Viewing the city from the air, one can find a north-
south central axis, 7.8 kilometers long, running through
the entire city from the Bell and Drum Towers in the
north to Yongdingmen (Gate of Eternal Pacification) in
the south.

Beijing s principal avenues and streets mostly run
north and south. They are intersected by hutongs running
east and west to divide the city into a grid. The hutongs
along with the towers of the city gates, the altars, the
temples, and the former mansions of princes constitute
the unique cityscape of Beijing.

Many of Beijing’s quiet hutongs have interesting
stories behind them. It seems that even the white
dagobas, the pavilions on Jingshan Hill, the tall, old pines
and cypresses. the decorated archways. and the graceful
white marhle bridges across the rivers and lakes recount
the past of the city and its hutongs.

Beijing '« hutongs look like kaleidoscopic galleries.
They seem 1o change with the seasons and even with
the time of day.

The size of the front gate of a courtyard house
originally depended on the owner’s status. Large,
brightly painted gates with high walls surrounding the
compound were for high-ranking officials and the rich.
Most front gates lead into short passages with walls on
both sides. They are called ruyimen (good luck gate)
because the walls above them and the roof ridges are
decorated with bricks carved with auspicious patterns.
The front gate of a sitheyuan or a sanheyuan inhabited
by ordinary people was much smaller, and the
decorations on its roof ridges were simple or nonexistent.

When touring the hutongs in Beijing. one can still
find a large number of screen walls. brick carvings. and
stone sculptures flanking the gate of a siheyuan. They
are, in fact, eyewitnesses to the vicissitudes of the
hutongs and courtyard houses in the old city.

The names of places in Beijing are especially
interesting. In the northwestern part of the inner city of



