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Abstract

John Stuart Mill (20 May 1806-8 May 1873) was a distinguished
philosopher, liberal theorist and civil servant in nineteenth-century Brit-
ain. An influential contributor to social theory, political theory, and po-
litical economy, his conception of liberty justified the freedom of the in-
dividual in opposition to unlimited state control. He was a proponent of
utilitarianism, an ethical theory developed by Jeremy Bentham, although
his conception of it was very different from Bentham’s. Hoping to reme-
dy the problems found in an inductive approach to science, such as con-
firmation bias, he clearly set forth the premises of falsification as the key
component in the scientific method. Mill was also a Member of Parlia-
ment and an important figure in liberal political philosophy. John Stuart
Mill’s entire professional life spanning 35 years was spent in the service
of the British East-India Company from 1823 at the tender age of 17 to
1858-the year when the company was abolished. It is generally known
that John Stuart Mill spent his working career in the service of the East
India Company, but very little has been written about him in this capaci-
ty. Because, Mill gave very little attention to India in his Autobiography
(1859). How did John Stuart Mill, the great exponent of nineteenth

century liberalism, reconcile his employment as an official of a despotic
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government with his espousal of the principles of civil and political free-
dom? How, in other words, did he reconcile this freedom with colonial-
ism? I will make a discussion on these questions.

In the first chapter, I will discuss the Mill family’s background in
Indian Affairs. James Mill’s, the author of The History of British In-
dia, a book published in 1818, the book makes him hold a post in the
East India Company. At seventeen, under the help of the James Mill,
John Stuart Mill was introduced into the work of the Company. And
from then on, he spent almost half of his life as an official of this estab-
lishment, drafting dispatches to the India government. 1 will discuss
James Mill’s India opinion on the basis of his famous book History.
George Grote Mill and James Bentham Mill, Mill's younger brothers,
had worked for the East India Company too. I must say, Mill’s long ca-
reer in the British East-India Company played an important role in his
life and intellectual experience.

In Chapter 2,1 shall focus on Mill’s discussion of civilization in the
1836 essay of that name, while also noting his conceptions on the peo-
ple, institutions, and culture of India. In the chapter, I will put civiliza-
tion in its context by differentiating it from the barbarism that was seen
to exist elsewhere. Of course, I will talk about Mill’s notion of barba-
rism. As we all know, John Stuart Mill was regarded as a famous liber-
alist, but like his father, John Stuart Mill recognized the company’s gov-
ernment of India for what it actually was—a despotism of an alien race.
It is common knowledge that in Mill’s opinion the conditions for the sur-
vival of representative government were absent in the India of his day.
In the absence of these conditions the form of government that Mill
thought best suited India was a benevolent despotism. He argued that
despotism is a legitimate mode of government in dealing with barbarians
provided the end is their improvement and the means justified by actually
effecting that end. Despotism thus being the inevitable form of govern-

ment in India, the only question was whether good government was best
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achieved by a native or foreign despotism. Mill took the position that a
good native despotism is a rare and transitory accident, but that when
the dominion is that of a more civilized people, a gradual transition of
the native population to a higher state of civilization and into self-govern-
ment was more likely to be promoted. So, in this chapter, my conclu-
sion is the imperial experience in India played a significant role in the de-
velopment of Mill’s political and social thought.

Chapter 3 shows in the history of higher education in British India,
the two schools Orientalists and Anglists debated a great deal. The for-
mer encouraged to revive the Indian traditional literature and languages
and wanted to make Indian languages as the medium of instruction.
They believed the British should respect and adapt to the Indian culture
and traditions while introducing Western sciences and education systems
slowly. On the other side, the latter totally ignored the native culture
and traditions and argued a thorough westernization of Higher education
in India. In their opinion, the English language should be the sole in-
struction medium and western curriculums should be the only courses for
the Indians. Macaulay persuaded the governor-general, Lord William
Bentinck, that the government’s objective should be the promotion of
European literature and science through the medium of the English lan-
guage rather than through support of traditional oriental studies, which
they regarded as worthless. Orientalists, on the other hand, saw value
in traditional Indian learning and argued that European literature and i-
deas should be “engrafted” onto it rather than imposed from above. John
Stuart Mill joined the fray and in 1836 drafted a stinging response to the
Anglicist viewpoint. The draft dispatch was designed to counteract
Macaulay’s 1835 Minute on Education and disallow Lord Bentinck's fa-
mous 1835 Resolution on Education. Mill inherited his father’'s well-
known concern for“useful learning” and his belief that the Indian classi-
cal and vernacular languages might profitably be used to impart it,

Whilst English literature would doubtless contribute to the enlighten-
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ment of Indians, that advantage was “likely to be attained more speedily
and extensively by the translation of European books into their own lan-
guages”. Unfortunately, the president of the Board of Control, Sir John
Cam Hobhouse, overruled them, leaving the Macaulay policy to prevail
by default. It must be pointed out that Mill himself was not a oriental
scholar but a Utilitarian.

In Chapter 4, 1 will note that after the Sepoy Mutiny in 1858, on
the eve of Parliament’s extinction of the Company, John Stuart Mill pre-
pared a Petition of the East India Company to the two Houses of Par-
liament against the intended Measure for depriving them of the Ad-
ministration of India, partly wrote and partly edited the book-length
Memorandum o f Improvements in the Administration of India during
the last Thirty Years, published anonymously four short pamphlets on
the principles of Company government. Mill petitioned that the
Company’s government had been not only one of the purest in intention,
but one of the most beneficent in act, ever known among mankind, that
during the last and present generation in particular, it has been, in all
departments, one of the most rapidly improving governments in the
world. He rejoiced at securing the adoption of nearly all the principles which
we contended for and the change seemed not so bad as at first seemed proba-
ble. Mill terminated his Indian career, refusing the offer of a place on the new
Council,

In the conclusion part, I will sums up John Stuart Mill’s India
views. John Stuart Mill spent 35 years writing dispatches to India for
the East India company. And his lengthy career was in the service of em-
pire. India, as the largest colony of British Empire, plays an important
role in John Stuart Mill’s ideology. In the meantime, John Stuart Mill

applied his views to British India, although his practice is not perfect.
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