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ART RESUME

Peng Si was born in Hengyang, Hunan province in 1980. He graduated from the Central Academy
of Fine Arts in 2004, majoring in print painting. He is currently living in Beijing as a professional
artist.

THE EXHIBITIONS

2010 Same Trend, Different World: Peng Si’s Oil Painting Exhibition at Sackler Museum of
Archaeology and Art at Peking University

Peng Si’s Oil Painting Exhibition at Daecheon Art Museum in South Korea

2008 Wind: Peng Si’s Oil Painting Exhibition at Poly Art Museum in Beijing

2013 Retrospective and Reconstruction: Exhibition of Chinese Contemporary Young Artists at
Manet Grassland Art Museum

Color and Ink: Peng Si and Sun Wentao’s Painting Exhibition at Luyin Museum in Shandong
Province

2012 First National Oil Painting Exhibition for Young and Middle-aged Artists at Dafen Art
Museum in Shenzhen

Begin with Realism: Nominational Exhibition of Young Oil Painters from Hunan Province at Yusi
Space in Changsha, Hunan Province

2011 Fourth National Art Exhibition for Young Artists at NAMOC in Beijing

Chengdﬁ Biennale at the East District Music Park in Chengdu

Charm of Classic: Invitational Exhibition for Young Oil Painters at Manet Grassland Art Museum
in Beijing

2010 Invitational Exhibition of the 18th World Aesthetics Congress at Peking University Library

“Study of Concrete Image, Return to Classic™ at Beijing Time Museum

Chinese New Painting Exhibition by Louise Blouin Foundation of UK

Reshape the History: China New Art Exhibition 2000 — 2009 at Beijing Today Art Museum

2009 Dialogue between East and West: 3rd China-Germany Joint Exhibition of Contemporary
Artists at Beijing Bridge Gallery and the Art Museum of Jena University in Germany

Transition: Nomination Exhibition of Young Artists at 798 Art District in Beijing

Joint Exhibition on Stone, Calligraphy and Painting at 83 Art Club in Beijing

2008 Future Sky: Nomination Exhibition of Chinese Contemporary Young Artists at Beijing
Today Art Museum

Culture after Culture: Twelve Artists’ Exhibition on Contemporary Painting at Yuan Art Center in
Beijing

Dream and Reality: Contemporary Art Exhibition in Tongzhou, Beijing

2007 Art China: National Painting Exhibition at the Art School of Tsinghua University in Beijing

Triumph: Invitational Exhibition on Chinese Contemporary Art at Triumph Space in Beijing

2006 Ode to Our Better Life: Exhibition on New and Emerging Artists at Songzhuang Art
Museum in Beijing

Spirit and Morality: Exhibition on Chinese Realistic Oil Painting at NAMOC in Beijing

2004 Tenth National Art Exhibition at NAMOC in Beijing

2003 Third China Oil Painting Exhibition at NAMOC in Beijing
PUBLISHED WORKS

2007 “Moon Bay: 42 Days of Mountainous Dwelling”

2008 “Style”

2009 “Lonesome Walk with a Book™

2010 “Different Currents of the Same River” by Hebei Education Press
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If 1 summarize my artistic practices, I think it is a continued
explorative process from “learning from tradition” to “learning from
nature” and then to “learning from my inner world”. “Learning from
tradition” requires a thorough and in-depth understanding of tradition,

“learning from nature” needs knowledge about nature through constant
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travelling, and “learning from my inner world” demands continued efforts
to purify my soul. These three processes are intertwined. In recent years,
I have tried to seek a sense of eternity in my works and express solemn
and lofty spiritual implications. Nature itself shows everlasting beauty and

mental purity leads us to a sphere of solemnity.
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With its references to traditional culture, Peng Si’s paintings seem

scholarly. Being scholarly or intellectual is a key concept in Chinese painting

and calligraphy theories. Wang Guowei’s analysis of “traditional elegance”

facilitates our understanding of scholarly or intellectual ideas. According to
Wang Guowei, “traditional elegance” is a quality acquired through learning,
through the “second form™ or “formal beauty of formal beauty” of an
artwork[ Wang Guowei, The Position of Traditional Elegance in Aesthetics,

in Collection of Wang Guowei’s Writings, Vol.3. (Beijing, China Literary

m Art Envoys for China's Exchange with Foreign Countries

History Publications, 1997), p. 32. ]. In other words, traditional elegance is an
unworldly impression or realm. It can only be sensed, not taught. Since it can’t
be taught and only sensed, we can call it “an atmosphere of senses”. Speaking
of sensing this atmosphere, it's comparable to Mikel Dufrenne’s “the senses
in all its glory,” Also, from a theoretical perspective, it resembles Danto’s
atmosphere theory. In sum, the impression or realm of being scholarly or
intellectual refers to a cultural aura that can be sensed. Traditional Chinese art

indeed values this aura, which is found in Peng Si’s paintings.
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