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The ISA Stadtbauatelier is an international, int@rdisciplinary plafining group, consisting of urban planners and architects, and it can, based on the many experiences within the field of urban planning,
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> human g isthe objective of the work in our office: The human being, independent of sex, age, race and cultiire. The human being, as it has been recogniz

years by all cultur@s. The human being is understood as individual, unique in itself, not only consisting of body andseul, but alse containing a spiritual mind.
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LEARNING FROM TWO CULTURES
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The Human Being Is the City

Learning from the Past, for the Future

1. Introduction

On the way to better cities

This publication is a report of a group of people, on the way to better cities. Of its point
of origin, of the wanderer’s current point of view, of its final goal — and the long way to
go. Of the goal to rightfully re-establish the human being as true objective and purpose
of the city. Of the trials to bring quantity and quality back into balance in urban planning.
Of the efforts to satisfy the needs, not of one, but of all citizens in the city.

It is the report of one stage of the long journey in the real world, to plan cities based on an
integral picture of man, not only on single-sided economic, technical or ideological points
of view. And it is also the report of a group of people of different ages, different sexes
and different cultures, that have found a way together to commonly live their individual
dreams, to work, all on their own schedule, on a better urban world for the people.
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From thinking to acting

The first part of the book portrayed how the “think and act tank” — the ISA group — was
founded, has developed, and where it stands today, in research and practice, and on
which philosophies it is based.

This following section reflects on the thinking of significant, individual personalities of the
ISA, about their experiences and objectives on fundamental aspects of urban planning,
ranging from urban ecology, to city identity, to urban development, to the human urban
philosophy. The stage between thinking and acting is what creates this collage-like section
demonstrating the entire range of the ISA works, and presents the role of the concept
draft as urban planning instrument.

The acting becomes clear through the examination of selected projects, organized in the
three major areas of practice of the global urban planning practice: urban development,
urban supervision, and urban regeneration. In every one of these working areas, they
reflect experience: what are the existing tasks, how can they be approached, how can
they be worked on, and what are the possible solutions.

The ensuing published thoughts and projects should stimulate - not to copy blindly — but
to develop individual methods from their basis, to encounter every urban planning task
freshly, creatively and originally. To support the reader’s particular efforts, is the true
concern of this publication.

Transforming the unmatched to become the task

This book therefore is also a story of all that has not been achieved. It is obvious
everywhere, in the worldwide search for the cultural and individual identity of cities, and
the efforts of cities to become an integral ecological organism. It becomes clear in the
various undertakings that do now and will soon occur in urban planning, from the decrease
of single-sided planning to the realization of a pragmatic conception of man. As a central,
but not yet achieved, objective the dream of the future appears in the example of the
new towns. “A harmonious human society is to become a city,” and not the opposite, as it
still is in the reality of so many of our plans: the city, into which the society must fit.

But the outlook of the so far unachieved is not pessimistic. Quite the contrary, it is the
invitation, encouragement, and suggestion that everyone — as this group does - reflect
and report their thoughts and actions, learning from the past and working for the future
— for the future of the people in the future cities.

*F ISA ABOUT ISA
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2. ISA : an international think- and act tank

ISA International Stadtbauatelier is an intercultural think- and act-tank in the areas of
regional and urban planning, landscape planning, and architecture. The team is cast
internationally and consists of practitioners, researchers, teachers and consultants from
over seven different nationalities. It is comparably small, concerning the number of
personnel, but highly qualified, competent and responsible. The office is closely linked
to a network of highly specialized experts that can be consulted if necessary. It is being
operated inter-generationally and inter-culturally, in Europe, Asia and Southern America

Fundamental way of thinking

The think-tank is based on the philosophy that planning does not only concern the
material needs of the society, but also the immaterial needs. It is bound to the principles
of true creativity that always asks, “what should happen,” and does not simply copy other
solutions. A particular emphasis is directed to the traceability of the works, to make these
comprehensible for everyone and to pave the way for substantive civil participation.

Diverse range of activities

This thinking and planning institution is working in the areas of regional and urban
development planning, land use planning, master- or framework-planning, detailed
development planning and design policies. It develops plans for small cities as well as for
metropolitan areas, for new towns as well as world heritage sites. Urban development,
supervision and rehabilitation are part of its everyday objectives; be it for historical cities,
green cities, eco cities or high tech cities.

International planning group

The ISA International Stadtbauatelier planning group is a company over 30 years of age.
It was founded in Germany, but has developed more and more to be an international and
intercultural planning group. Because of its background — as an outsourced institution
of the University of Stuttgart — it was responsible from its very beginnings for work on
special tasks in practice, research and teaching, in all areas of architecture, landscape
planning, urban- and regional planning within its home country as well as abroad.
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