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Abstract

From the perspective of class consciousness, around the road of
the proletarian revolution, on the basis of explaning the dialectics of
totality of the early Western Marxism from the relation of theory and
practice, general and special, this thesis studies the reflection of the
early Western Marxism upon Lenins political philosophy at four levels
such as the social consciousness, class consciousness, enlightenment
of the proletariat consciousness and the proletarian parties. At the same
time, it analyzes the difference and connection between the early
Western Marxism and Lenin’s political philosophy. This thesis points
out that whether the early Western Marxists including Lukacs, Korsch
and Gramsci criticized Lenin or agreed, and whether they regarded
Leninism as the mechanical materialism or as the dialectical material-
ism, their ultimate goal was opposing to generalize the Russian experi-
ence, opening a way of the proletarian revolution and proving it in the-
ory which was diffent from the Russsian and fit for specific situation of
the Western Europe. Through summarizing experiences and lesions in
the failure of proletarian revolution in Western Europe, they insisted
that because the control of ideology in Western Europe is tight which

was different from Russian, the proletarian revolution ferst of all must
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break through defence of the bourgeois ideology and form the proletari-
an ideology.

The early Western Marxism understood the relation between sub-
ject and object, theory and practice, political society andwith the dia-
lectics of totality. Lukacs rebound Historical Materialism with the con-
cept of “subject-object” . Around the “antinomy” what is prior be-
tween theory and practice, Lukacs refined Lenins principle of “con-
crete analysis of concrete problem” on the basis of historicism. Korsch
unilaterally attributed theory to practice, and then attributed “theory-
practice” to reality. Through re-analyzing the civil society, Gramsci
expanded the connotation of country which Lenin defined, and so “a-
gree” and “dictatorship” is parallel in Gramsci’s comprehension.

The early WesternMarxism rethought the nature and function of
social consciousness. Lukacs and Gramsci linked directly “rationaliza-
tion of production” to the ideological, cultural and moral areas, which
extended Lenin’s criticism on the Taylor’s system from an economic
point. Gramsci and then regarded the science as ideology, highlight-
ing cultural function of social construction. But they didn’t separate
the science from the application of science which was Lenin’s way of
interpretation, and so they stepped near into the stance of denying sci-
ence when starting the Technical Rational Criticism.

The early Western Marxism discussed the relation between the
class and class consciousness. Lukacs extended Lenin’s discussion to
pre-capitalist that the class and class consciousness are not only uni-
fied but also are’t unified. Lukacs clarified Lenin’s distinction between
“own understanding” and “theoretical understanding” of working

class, and pointed out two existence states of proletarian conscious-
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ness: psychological consciousness and class consciousness. Just as
Lenin, Lukaes pointed out rightly that the generation of proletarian
consciousness meant that the theoretical form of class consciousness
had become the working class’ daily mentality, but Lukacs believed
once that dialectical development of history itself could generate the
proletarian consciousness, which actually blocked the realistic way to
generation of proletarian consciousness. Korsch emphasized that the
class consciousness depends on the class action, and he insisted that
the proletarian consciousness was only the reflection of proletarian rev-
olution in thought or theory. On the basis of it, he opposed Lenin’s
statement which was “without revolutionary theory there is no revolu-
tionary practice” . Gramsci analyzed the internal relation between in-
tellect and class consciousness, and highlighted the ideological control
function of intellect, thereby he deepened Lenin’s theory on the intel-
lect.

The early Western Marxism broadened the way of enlightening
proletarian class consciousness. Around Lenin’s Instillation Theory,
The early Western Marxism questioned or defended it from the per-
spective of relation between reality and ideal. Korsch reputed that his-
tory was unpredictable, that future was the the outcome of action but
not could be built by theory, and so the instillation meant the Utopian-
ism. Lukacs accounted that historyb was predictable in general and was
unpredictable in the details, so the party must prompte the revolution-
ary to go toward the direction in favor of proletariat by instillation.
Gramsci insisted that the prediction was that the will actively intervene
in the reality, so the proletariat should instill the will into the history,

which need educate proletariat in the cultural, strive for the cultural
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leadership and change the tactic from “the mobile warfare” to “the
positional warfare”

The early Western Marxism laid great stress on connection be-
tween party and class consciousness. It inherited and developed
Lenin’s thoughts of what class consciousness determined the part’s
structure, thus it given prominence to the relation between party and
class consciousness. Lukacs regarded party as a perceptual form of ra-
tional class consciousness. Gramsci defined the party by “spirit” and
“will” . Korsch drastically opposed Lenin’s party’s theory, because
he deemed that it must result in ideological dictatorship.

In the Western Marxism’s reflection on Lenin’s political philoso-
phy, there are inheritance, development and deviation, amendment,
but in the totality their efforts are positive and worthy of affirmation.
The early Western Marxism’s reflection upon Lenin’s political philoso-
phy tells us that in the process of the socialist revolution and construc-
tion, every country must closely integrate the general principles of
Marxism-Leninism with their own concrete practice, and then find the

way of their own distinction.

Key Words: Eearly Western Marxism; Lenin; Political Philoso-

phy; Class Consciousness
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